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current staff is in favor of compromising. In 
a vote conducted by EMBL's staff associa- 
tion last month, 54% of the staff said they 
would be willing to accept the 2.1% figure, 
while 46% insisted upon the 8% interpreta- 
tion. In a 23 November letter to the council 
delegates, which Science has obtained, the 
staff association warned that despite this 
slim majority in favor of the less costly in- 
terpretation, "individual members of staff 
would continue the case" by appealing to 
the ILO, and went on to urge the council to 
"consider implementing the 8% salary ad- 
justment." Such an outcome "will be a sub- 
stantial financial challenge to the labora- 
tory," Kafatos told Science. But he says that 
he will argue "forcefully" that EMBLls sci- 
entific program must go ahead despite the 
costs. "The focus has to be on science." 

That scientific program will be put under 
more pressure next year by the need to make 
up for the withdrawal of the European 
Union as a funding partner for EBI. Until 
the council can get government approval to 
increase its funding to EBI next March, the 
MRC has offered to loan EMBL enough 
money to keep the center running. "EBI is 
not out of the woods yet," says Graham 
Cameron, co-head of the institute. Cameron 
adds that although the council "has ex- 
pressed a clear intention to insure that the 
2000 budget will be up to the 1999 level . . . 
our [$8.3 million annual] budget is still less 
than half that of our peers in the United 
StatesH-namely the National Center for 
Biotechnology Information (NCBI) in 
Bethesda, Maryland whose yearly budget is 
about $19 million. Catching up with the 
NCBI is a key component of EMBL's 5-year 
plan for 200145, a draft of which Kafatos 
presented at the council meeting. 

W e s p i t e  these uncertainties, many EMBL 2 
scientists expressed satisfaction that the coun- 

? cil had acted quickly to deal with the crisis. 
2 "The council has taken the high road, and that 
$ is very good for EMBL," Cameron says. 
- -MICHAEL BALTER 
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E Z Cholesterol-Lowering 
"rugs May Boost Bones 
$ Most drug side effects are unwanted but a 

newly discovered "side effect" of the statins, 
5 drugs taken by tens of millions of people to 

lower their cholesterol levels and presum- 
$ ably their risk of heart disease, may in fact 
f be beneficial. On page 1946, a team led by 
5 endocrinologist Greg Mundy of the biotech 
$ company OsteoScreen and the University of 

Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio 

the first drugs able to increase bone growth 
in patients with osteoporosis, the bone- 
weakening condition that often afflicts post- 
menopausal women. 

The observation could be "a real break- 
through" in osteoporosis treatment, says 
Lawrence Riggs, an endocrinologist at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. "If 
you can thicken remaining bone, you could 

Heartfelt aid. Cholesterol-lowering statin drugs 
might help restore bones weakened by osteo- 
porosis (top) to normal density (bottom). 

theoretically bring bone mass back to nor- 
mal" in patients, he says. "We have not had 
effective treatment for that." Drugs available 
today can slow ongoing bone loss but can- 
not fully repair weakened bones. 

Statins lower blood cholesterol concen- 
trations by blocking an enzyme called HMG 
Co-A reductase, which the body uses to syn- 
thesize the lipid. But there were already 
hints that the drugs might have broader ef- 
fects. A meta-analysis published in the jour- 
nal Circulation last year, for example, 
showed that people taking the drugs in large 
clinical trials had lower death rates from all 
causes, not just heart disease. Even so, 
Mundy says, finding an effect of statins on 
bone came as a "total surprise." 

He and his team had been screening a li- 
brary of 30,000 natural compounds to find 
potential bone-strengthening drugs. They 
tested the molecules in cultured mouse bone 
cells, looking for any that could increase the 
production of bone morphogenetic proteirr-2 

DESY Debate Researchers are contest- 
ing a one-man campaign to shutter Ger- 
many's flagship particle physics facility. In 
an article last month in the magazine Der 
Spiegel, physicist Hans Grassmann charged 
that the Deutsche Elektronen Synchrotron 
(DESY) in Hamburg conducts "irrelevant 
physics" and advocated making better use 
of its $140 million annual budget. In re- 
sponse, DESY's directors, led by physicist Al- 
brecht Wagner, posted a four-page rebuttal 
on the lab's Web site, along with more than 
50 endorsements from physicists around 
the world. In one, Fermilab director Michael 
Witherell calls DESY "one of the world's 
most important physics laboratories." 

But Grassmann, a German who recently 
joined Italy's University of Udine, contends 
that DESY's scientific output has been poor. 
And he denies that his attack was motivat- 
ed by his failure to win a job at DESY, where 
he worked briefly as a student. But Grass- 
mann has found few allies so far. Because 
German scientists fear reprisals, he says, it is 
"almost impossible" to find physicists "who 
would make such criticisms in public." 

Choices, Choices The saga of where to 
build DIAMOND, Britain's new $290 mil- 
lion synchrotron x-ray source, has taken 
some new twists. Just as he was expected 
to announce which of two sites had won 
the machine,Trade and Industry Secretary 
Stephen Byers last week told Parliament 
that he will put off the choice until next 
month pending the completion of two 
new government studies. 

Along with the delay came word that 
the charitable Wellcome Trust, which is 
footing $184 million of DIAMOND'S con- 
struction costs, favors one competitor: the 
Rutherford Appleton Labora- 
tory (RAL) near Oxford 
(Science, 22 October, p. 655). 
Indeed, trust officials asserted 
in a statement last week that 
their discussions with Byers's 
department and the French 
research ministry, which is 
contributing $57 million to 
the project, "have been based 
on tke understanding that 
the ... RAL site was the preferred location." 
Wellcome said DIAMOND would face en- 
gineering problems at RAL's rival, the 
Daresbury Laboratory near Manchester. 

But such claims are "flimsy," charges 
physicist Graham Bushnell-Wye, who 
helps run the "DIAMOND at Daresbury" 
campaign.And he predicts Daresbury is 
going to do just fine in the new studies, 
which will weigh engineering issues and 
opinions in the scientific community. 
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