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This fossilized arthro- 
pod (Marredla spten- 
-1 set marry a pulse 
racing a few yean ago 
,when paleontologists 
d r a d  that the black 
spbtch might be a rare 
BltPmpteoforganicftu- 
klssqueeaedautofthe 
aabti sitter's .ha&. 

ask #fon~ the &rrgess w e ,  the-Wd--US 

~ ~ ~ k o w r ~ ~ ) m t t l i o n ~ - ~ , ~ t h e f o s s [ l i s ~ r e d m  
a Web gallery at Yale's Peabody Museum. Yale invertebrate paleon- 
tologistfim bite and student; have posted abwt 600 "ekeption- 
aUy preserwd and spectacular" invertebrate fossils, many of which 
a6 bizarre marine &res bearing l i i  reseinblance i o  modem 
life-forms. Organized both by taxon and lagerstatten' (famous site], 
the specinyns span Precambrian wonns to T4ary corals. For more 
online fossils, see this exhibits listt 

www.yale.edu/ypmip 
www.ucmp.berketey.edu/collections/otherpaLhtml 

H O T  PlCKS 
Earthly mattas  k u  can browse the latest geology abstracts, read 
a primer on &mate change, map US. census data, or peruse an 

Affairs ~dgazilne" at Cdumbia Earthxape, an ambitious new 
p r m h  "to Oamfonn the way researchers in the earth 

, teachers, students, and decision makers get access to criti- k cal information." A free 30.day trial will give you a peek at this sub- 

scription-based venture. www.eatthmpe.org 

November, p. 1096). Check out a "microbe portrait 
facts, activities, and and at at.microbeworld.org 

NET N E W S  

Online Course Reviews Bare All 
Getting slwnmed by students about one's teaching can be painful 
for professors, but now there's an even greater danger to faculty 
egos: uncensored Web forums where ,students offer unrestrained 
praise-or denunciations-of their dasses. At least one professor 
has thrown a c o w ~ ~ n c h ,  last month suing a site over its public 
vetting of his teaching. 

tt's common for academic departments to use confidential stu- 
dent review in prrwnotion decisions, and at some campuses students 
for years have produced booklets of edited reviews to help peen 
choose dases Posting raw* anonymous Feviews on the Intemet, how- 
ewr, is ? mmt phenamenon For exampk, T m  Review, a 2-year- 
old site, posb u d i  conmmts on courses at two San Francisco 
xhoalr Some reriews are thoughtful, others are vicious, and many are 
peppedwithremarksrangSngfrum"wayd"iind"hedamani"to 
"tells raunchy jokes" and "this guy b anal!" Angered at some of the re- 

views posted abwf h i ,  English p r o h  Mi Cu- of 
~("oillegeofSanFmncixoLastmonthfiIsdalawsuifi&ng~ 
tdock;thegost5ngsand~linksfromthecoOegeaoTeacherRP- 
view,urhidFb~ncrff -ampusbya?iWde&~whslselso 
= w 4 t v  ~datfaizellnddefamatwystate- 
Rlwrts\merrrIlrade and others. 

N o t 1 p F a f e s s o r s o p p a s e P h e ~ ~ ~ S t a t e U n i i  
b i d o g i r t R a I @ L a r s e n , b ~ ~ n T ~ ~ , ~ ~ S ~  
~ g o i n g ~ ~ * w w d a t t , ~ " G a t y ~ o f ~ U ~ -  
t y o f T ~ ~ , , v u ? l o s e ~ M d o g y ~ i s ~ ~ a i a k  
~ t h s r s i @ ~ ~ t h a t 8 s h i n n i f s t l r n 0 d l f f e r e r r t a ~ i a t ~ u s t i n ,  
wheredepor i t f f lents~bSgsheet;sofpapcw'ar~~form- 
d e n t s ' b ~ ~ ~ ~ k b x l o f i n f o r m a t i d n i s a a a v e r t h e  
~ & U t ~ ~ M a a r e o f t h e ~ o f M a r ; y b r a d . ~  
~ w h o ' ~ * ~ ~ ~ w w r i e s ~ * * o w ~  
~ a ~ ~ t o m e n t i o n c c w r j e  
to~~ddn'tsee4mtWsvleryhetpful"hesayr 
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Genomics Crapevlne 
Deaths in gene therapy triab. The potential threat to monarch 
butterflies from transgenic corn. The moral dilemma of stem cells, 
taken from discarded embryos in hopes of treating diseases such 
as Parkinson's. For info on. these and 0 t h  current controversies 
in genetics, pay a visit to Cenomir;9:A Gtobal Resource. 

Updated each weekday, ,.the sWs Genomics Today page offen 

cell pages included September 
statements from a national 
bioethics commission ahd 
f r om~ tQhr ton ,w f . r e rp  
as the bovine spongifomz en- 
cephalopathy (mad cow disr 
ease) news hadn't been Irpdat- 
ed since June. 

Still, you'll find xores'of 

genomics databases-and 
background documents, such 
as treaties on biological 
we- and biobght diver- 
sity. knother h i  is a ge- 
netics lexicon where you can 
brush UD on such terms as 
gyadtokasph [an organism 
with both male and female 
&) or homeobox, which is a skort string of nudeatides occurring 
in many different genes. Although the site's main yxxlsor is the 
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufactum of America, a lobby 
group for drug companies, it does not offer its olMl spin on devel- 
opments in the breakneck-paced genmics world. 

Send lntwnet rn and p a t  Web site suggestions to netwatch@aaas.org 1 




