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tral. The advertking will be "exqukitey' tar- nity. hskad, they focus on abnormalities in flawed but favored publication to avoid sus- 
geted to specifii groups of readers, authors, the intestines of rats fed only potatoes picions of a conspiracy against Pusztai and 
and peer reviewers who use the company's equipped with the gene for GNA, a mtmd to give colleagues a chance to see the data 
services. Wfiams hopes to name an editor insecticide found in snowdrops. GNA and for themselves. "When we had five out of 
and editorial board soon. other lectins are thought to be potentiaily use- six reviewers in favor of publication . . . we 

-€WT MARSHALL ful in helping crops fight off insects, but felt we had very strong grounds to go ahead 

The Lancet Scot&d searchers found that rats on & tramgenic denies that The lancet sought to get mileage 
spud diet for 10 days had a thickening in the out of the media hype, insisting that 

over P u s z ~ ~ ~  Pap- mucosal lining of their oolon and their je- he would have printed the paper even if it 
junum, a part of the small inksthie, which hadn't been mired in controversy. But Mar- 

For more than a year, a study claiming to didn't occur in animals fed nontmnsgenic cia Angell, editor-inchief of The New Eng- 
show that hamgenic potatoes may make rats potatoes or nontransgenic pathtoes spiked land Journal ofMedicine, a competing jour- 
sick was at the center of a furious debate, with GNA at levels camparaMe nal, that lprd to believe. 'When was 
even though its f a g s  had never been to the transgenic ones. The the last time [The Lancet] published a rat 
published. Now, part of fmdings suggest that the gene- study that was uninterpretable?" she asks. 
t h e c o n d s t u d y b y  ic modification of the pota- “This d l y  was dropping the bar." 
protein biochemist Arprsd toes-not GNA itself-is Horton says he sees nothing wrong with 
Pusz ta ihasf imads i t  somehow responsible for the publishing a provocative paper: Arguments 
into the pages of The changes seen in the rats, the over a scientific study are 'Perfectly normal." 
Lancet-only to drag the authors say. '"Pemaps by in- 'The pmblem is we are dkpeing about in- 
pmstigious j o d  down in- troducing a gene you will kiptation in this incredible crucible of pub- 
to the irenches of the British activate or silence other lic debate," he says. "I think everybody needs 
war aver genetically modi- genes in the plant as well," to cool it." -MARTUUE~SERMC 
f i e i i f d  

Critics-including the Butinacommemryin "'L. 
Royal Society, which after a re- the same issue, three sci- 
view ofthe r a ~  data called* entk t~ib~~l the~at ional  Did Om California Jolt 
work "deeply, flmed" in May-- Institute for Quality BAng on Another? contend that The Lmcet is ex- Control of Agricultud 
ploithg the sbldy's notoriety for in Wageningen, the No crustal fault is an island, seismologists 
its m pubkity and that puMica- ilaws. are learning. Last weekend's Hector Mine 
tion in a toppmnal lends tbe paper d b i l i -  For instance, the effects could have stemmed eadquah, which struck the desert 160 kilc- 
ty it doesn't deserve. .The UK's B&ecbnol+ from n W d  diffkmces between the pota- meters northeast of Los Angeles, seems to 
gy and Biological S c i v  &meatvh Council toes that bad d u n g  to do with genetic modi- support the idea that faults feel what happens 
called the journal " ~ b l e . "  But The ficatbq with just six rats in each pup ,  the to their neighbo~. The magnitude 7.1 tern- 3 
Lancet editor Rkhard Horton says that giving sample size was very small; and the monoto- blor-which did minimal damage because of 9 
Pusztai's data apublic airing f i  allows all nous diet had made all the rats protein- its remote location-appears to have been 
parties to draw their own conclusions. Be- starved-not a good basis to assess a sub- triggered by the magnitude 7.3 Landers $ 
sides, he says, the paper survived an even stance's toxicity, they they. As a result, the quake of 1992, which struck 160 kilometers 
stricter scient.5~ txnlthy than normal. Dutch scientists say, the data don't warrant the to the east of Los Angeles. '48ere's c h d y  a !?4 ,, 

The study made headlines around the paper's conclusion. Pusztai, hawever, points relation" between the Landers and Hector g 
world in August 1998, when Pusztai, a sci- out that the diets mere oomparable in protein Mine quakes, says seismologist Lucile Jones 8 
entist at the Rowett Research Institute in Ab- and mqy content and that a sample size of - 
erdeen, announced in a television interview six is pafecZly normal in studies like this. 
that a diet of genetically modified (GM) Nevertheless, critics say the shortam@ 
potatoescouldstuntrats'growthandimpair shouldhavecawsedthejaurnaltorejectthe 
their k u n e  system. Just days later, the in- paper. John Pickett of the Wtute of Arable 
stitute suspended Pusztai and banned him Crops Research in Ro- one of dme 
fromspealangtothemedia,sayinghisclaim exper@askedbyTheLmrcettoassessthepa- 
lacked a scientifk basis-a verdict later re- per, last week cast off p ~ e r  reviewers' tracti- 
peated in an intend Fevlew. But an interna- tional cloak of secrecy and publicly de- 
tional group of scientists, after examining nouuced the j d  far ignoring his advice. , 

data prcnrided by Pusat&, demwhi his ex- "'If this work had been part of a student's 
oneration (Science, 19 February, p. 1094). study, then the student would have failed 
Theirstance~1edtheBritish~fi.enzy ~ e x a m i n a t i o n h e w a s ~ i t h e  
over transgenic crops and turned Pusztai, work fir," P i W  railed in a BBC interview. 
who is now retired, into a hero for the anti- Harton responds that the journal put the 
GM movement. But what his study had or paper through an ummally rigorous kvkm, 
hadn't shown, &ed unclear. aslang six instead of the usual three experts 

In their paper in the 16 October &met, to examine it. Ofthose, only Pickett square- 
Pusztai and co-author Stanley Ewen, a ly opposed publication, he says; four others 
pathologist at Aberdeen University, don't raised criticisms that Pusztai and Ewen ad- v f a h ~ h e  ~anders qualre M 
mentian stunted growth or qpwxd immu- d r ~ s s d  while a fifth deemed the study off both the ~i m and the ~edor ~ i i  qwker 
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