
cleavage occurs. Either way, the pteseailms 
could be potential targets for Alzheimer's 
mugs , s ays se~ .  

Even without Imawing the actual identi- 
tiesofanyofdkeseenzymes,drugcompanies 
havebeendevelopingccrmpoundsthatblock 
their activity. Bktol-Mye~ Squibb plans to 
start~linicalWnext~ana"dnrgWi0l 
terferes with y-wmeme mivity, thothough it's 

bio- canp&y, Sehs Lac. in S"umrcyvale, 
Califonnja,haaubathbandy-in- 
hibitom asld wmpovads that inhibit @my-, 
loidlbyarnechanismweh't- 
S c i o s h a s f d ~ w i t h t w o ~  

cxmpdesthathope&W 
someofthesechugsinpeople. 

I n a d d i t b n , w w ~ ~ h i f v e a c -  
t u a l ~ e n z y m e s i n h a n a ~ ~ W  
for more specific and povmhl MI*, 
BACE, for example, is similar to t@ HW 
pmteaseintheAIDSvihls,aedmqmfn- 
p o u n d s h a v e b i e e n ~ ~ @ t o i n -  
hiibitthateozyme. 

A M l e i m e . t % ~ h o p e s u c h c o m -  
pounds will not just prevent new plaques 
h m  f a  but will alsc, help the brain rid 
itself ofdme already present. But whether 
that can be done without uwcqbble  side 
effectsremainstobeseen.Andthere'sstill 
thebigquestionofwh&thesedrugswill 
actuaUymakeadiffemcefarpatients. 

Even so, such inhibitors could "pprovide 
an excellent opportunity to [affect] 
Alzheimer's disease in a profound and impor- 
tant way: says Steven Younkin, a d e n -  
tist at the Mayo Clinic in Jackscmdle, nori- 
da"Ifwedon'tisalatetheserretasesdde- 
velop inhiiton, it's totally irresponsible." 

~~ 

One of the strongest congmmional support- 
ers of biomedical research, ~epresentat#e 

g John Porter (R-IL), announced last week 
E that he will not nm for reelection next year. 
$ He is the third strong voice for biomedicine 

who will soon leave a high-profile position. 

[ Portery chair af the House mans 
p SUM- that drafts the annual fiwling 

bill for the National Institutes of Health 
% 0, made the surprise announcement on 
8 12 October. .After 21 years on Capitol Hill, 

P o r t e r t d d ~ L w a n t s t o ~ " o t h e r  
oppodmities and chlhges.'' He's one of a 
handfui of Capitol Hill leaders who have 
workdtoputtheBJIHbudgetmapatfito- 
ward doubling between 1999 md 2003. 
Porter played a pivotal role in 1995, for ex- 
ampb,whena~nianpIaudrawnupby 
the new Republican-led budget cotamittee 
pIopased a 5% cut in NW k d h g  lk each 

become president of the Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering Cancer Center in New York City 
(Science, 15 October 1999, p. 382). And Sen- 
ator Connie Mack @-FL)-another adm 
mteofdoublingNIHSb1klgetby2003anda 
l n e m b e r 0 f t h e ~ ~ 0 n s C o m -  
&&+mmmcedinMarchthathewillnat 
nmforree~onin2000. 

ItmghtnotbewDnrisQmeifjustoneof 
these fipw were leaving, says Michael 
Staphens, ,lobbyist for the Federation of 
AsneEicgn Societies of EKperimeiltal Biorogy. 
~ t o ' ~ a n ~ ~ a t t h e s m e ~ ,  
&~'vFouldcreatearealproWd'byde 

' ; ~ ~ ~ ~ o f o f f i ~ w h o ~ ~  
*thme&al-b -EuoTMARsHAu 

C A N A D I A N  U N - I V E R S l T l E S  
%. 

ive HHng Plan 
; ~ n r b d ~ a t  'brain Gain' 

I&&. Repeenti&ive @hn Porter. 

of the next 5 years. Porter ushered a delega- 
tion of researchers and biotech executives in- 
to the office of then+aka of the Hause 
Newt Gingrich (R-GA) to make a plea for 
sparing-cal-a-m 
got a 5.7% increase, and Gingr~ch became a 
research champion, too. 

Sincethen,Forterhasspokenoutseveral 
times about his frustmtio& in dealing with 
an increasingly fractious federal budget pro- 
cess. Porter's press officer, David Kohn, 
says his own view is that the "tenor and at- 
mosphere" of cong-ressional debate has be- 
come more acrimonious and that his boss 
seemed to grow tired of the "continual bat- 
tles with the right wing of his party" over 

~ ~ t i e s w i l t s o o n b e  
&mse on a h i v e  shopping spree 

for seitntific talent. Prime Minister Jean 

gun control, &on, and the e;lvironment. 
Kohn adds, however, that new rules adopted 
by the Republican leadership in 1995 re- 
quire Porter to step down as chair of the La- 
bor, Health and Human Services, and Edu- 
c a t i o n S u b c o ~ i n a n y c a s e ~ 2 O 0 0 ,  
and 'St was the right moment for a change." 
There's no "hidden motivation," Kohn says: 
Porterreallydoeswanttospendmoretime 
with his children and grandchildren. 

Porter's decision to step out of national 
politics comes on the heels of similar actions 
by tsw other key players in biomedical poli- 
tics. NIH director Harold Varmus revealed 
lastweekthathewillxesi~in~ecemberto 

CMtien last week unveiled a US205 mil- 
lioq program to create 2000 new research 
chairs, d i n g  it a "plan ffor b e  gain" aimed 
at reversing a flow of talent to the United 
States. University officials applaud the initia- 
tive, even if it derives more h m  a desire to 
wtflaukpoliticalhthantostrengthenaca- 
demicresearch. 

The issue of '%rain drain" is a political 

Yaw 
Sitting pretty. Canada's plan to fund ZOO0 re- 
search chairs (inset) will help ~iniwsities cope 
with projected vacancies from retirement and 
rising endlment. 
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