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pledge not to spend the surplus from So- 
cial Security. But a series of floor votes 
last week suggests that researchers face an 
uphill battle in the stiff competition for 
federal finds. 

The scientific community has organized 
an effort to offset the July actions of the ap- 
propriations committee, which took a $1 bil- 
lion bite out of NASA's overall budget and 
stripped all but $8 million from a proposed 
$235 million increase for NSF research 
(Science, 6 August, p. 813). On 1 September 
White House Chief of Staff John Podesta 
gave a speech extolling the value of re- 
search, warning that this and other spending 
bills are "playing politics with science and 
technology funding." Last week NSF direc- 
tor Rita Colwell called the budget process 
"disturbing," saying that it ''turns our backs 
on the country's capability" to do great 
things in science. 

But even as she spoke to a roomful of re- 
porters at NSF headquarters in Arlington, 
Virginia, House members were voting 212 
to 207 to shrink NSF's $2.7 billion research 
account by an additional $10 million, 
putting the money into a $225 million pro- 
gram to house indigent people with AIDS. 
"This is a Sophie's Choice, [putting us be- 
tween] a rock and a hard place," lamented 
Representative Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX), 
an advocate for research on the Science 
Committee who the next day unsuccessfilly 
proposed adding $924 million to NASA's 
budget. "I have always supported NSF, but 
today I am making a choice." 

Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), 
the author of the amendment that put Jack- 
son-Lee and others in a tight spot, explained 
that the funds were needed to restore an earli- 
er cut in the AIDS program. He said he sin- 
gled out NSF's $245 million polar research 
program to absorb the blow because "there 
are 12 other agencies that support Antarctic 
research, so we would not be greatly hinder- 
ing this research . . . while significantly im- 
proving the lives of individuals who need our 

2 i help now." Social science lobbyist Howard = Silver, chair of the Coalition for NSF Fund- : ing, confessed that his group did not try to 
defeat the amendment: "It's hard to ask mem- 

2 bers to vote against homeless AIDS patients." 
W To keep within the spending caps, 

members were prohibited from proposing 
any finding increase without an offsetting 
cut. That rule left research advocates with 
little room to maneuver. Representative 

5 Vernon Ehlers (R-MI) proposed-and 
then quickly withdrew-an amendment to 

g boost NSF research by $230 million by 
cutting every other discretionary program 

p in the bill by 0.35%. The pattern was re- 
& peated twice for portions of NASA's bud- 

get in hopes of recovering some of the 
P a $566 million sliced from the agency's 

$3.7 billion space and earth science ac- 
counts. The ploy was intended to put pres- 
sure on House legislative leaders to fight 
for these programs when they meet with 
their Senate counterparts later this fall to 
negotiate the final version of the bill. Sci- 
ence supporters were leery of putting the 
amendments to a vote, however, because 
"it is more difficult to bring something up 
in conference if you've already lost on the 
House floor," notes the American Astro- 
nomical Society's Kevin Marvel, who 
called the final House vote "disappointing 
for the space sciences community." 

NASA and NSF supporters remain hope- 
ful that the appropriations process will ulti- 
mately go their way, however. They note that 
Science Committee chair Representative 
James Sensenbrenner (R-WI) voted against 
the bill and pledged to fight for a bigger 
budget for both agencies. The Senate was 
expected to begin work on its version of the 
bill this week, with spending panel chair 
Senator Christopher Bond (R-MO) and 
ranking member Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) 
hinting that they may be more generous to 
the two agencies. How generous, however, 
will depend on whether the spending caps 
remain in place. 

-JEFFREY MERVIS AND DAVID MALAKOFF 

Tough Questions Greet 
New Research Chief 
The European Parliament was set to vote 
this week on the entire slate of new com- 
missioners-the European Union's (EU's) 
equivalent of a cabinet-put forward by 
incoming Euro- 
pean Commis- 
sion President 
Romano Prodi. 
If, as widely ex- 
pected, the Par- 
liament approves 
Prodik team, 
Belgian Socialist 
Philippe Busquin 
will move into.  
his new Brussels 
office as the 
head of the EU's Unknown quantity. 
$4-billion-a-year Philippe Busquin. 
research program. 

Busquin is something of an unknown 
quantity, but he outlined his plans earlier 
this month at a hearing during which he 
was grilled by conservative members of 
the European Parliament (MEPs). He said 
he wants to make greater use of the EU's 
Joint Research Centre (JRC), review the 
extent of Europe's participation in the 
planned International Thermonuclear Ex- 
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