
Canadians Find 
"Ice Man" in 

Gtacier 
Canada now has its own "ice 
man." On 4 4 August, moun- 
bin-sheep hunters found a 
h e n  corpse, dressed in fur 
and accompanied by tods and 
a food pouch, in a melting 
glacier in Tatshenshini-Alsek 
Park in the far northwest of 
British Columbia. The discovery 
resembles that of hi, the 
5300-year-old Tyrolean ice 
man unearthed in 1991, but 
scientists don't yet haw any 
idea of the age of the Canadi- 
an body. 

The remains lie in cold stor- 
age in Yukon's capital White 
horse, as scientists and the 

Brain Research Ma 
Brain scientists may have a 
new window into an unborn 
child's mind. Researchers have 
shown that functional magnet- 
ic resonance imaging (fMRI) 
can detecthow fetal brain ac- 
tivity changes in response to 
,=sounds from wtfide the 
womb. The finding, published 
in the 21 August Lancet, opens 
up new possibiies for study- 
ing brain development. 

Brain activity in unborn 
children has been hard to 
study, with neonatologists de- 
pendent on indirect measures 
such as heart rate for dues to 
neural activity. But now re- 
searchers have a new took 
fMRI, an imaging technology 
that has sprouted only in the 
past decade, which uses mag- 
netic fields and sensitive de- 
tectors to spot active brain ar- 
eas through telltale increases 
in blood axygen levels. 

Physicist Penny Gowland 
' and colleagues at the University 

of Nottingham in the United 
Kin@m have used the tech- 
nique to see how unborn chil- 
dren respond to their mothers' 
voices. The researchers asked 
four pregnant near-term wom- 
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phers) a finely woven notes that &zi and one of 
braadbnmmed hat He Britain's "bog men" were 

tie, as they were used in the 
area until the Europeans ark 

the area before then. 
The first priority, Observers note that al- 

says the project's ad- though Canada's Native Ameri- 
Champagne and Aishihik F i  viser, Owen Beattie, a forensic cans wst grant approval for 
Nations-two Native American anthropologist at  the Univer- procedures involving the ice 
tribes on whose land the body dty of ALberta in Edmontw, man, it's unlikely that Canadian 
was found-qotiate over haw will be to carbon date the re- researchers will run into the 
to study itThe man was wear- mains and determine the problems plaguing U.S. xien- 
ing a cloak sekm from the pelts *cause and manner of death." tists who wish to study anoth- 
of mall animals (squirrels or go- The absence of European tools er famous set of remains, Ken- 

suggests that the man died, newick Man. Legal wrangling 
perhaps after falling into a over rights to those remains 
crevasse, before Europeans ar- hatted  ma&^ for years. Di- 

IVeS Into Womb rived in the region about 250 ane Strand, spokesperson for 
en to record a nursery rhyme. years ago. Beyond that, no the two tribes, says the Indians 
They then scanned each one's one knows. The hat's not a are "completely supportive of 
abdomen while the poem was tip-off, says Srnithsonian an- doing as much study and re- 

nating with 15 seconds of si- 
fence. One infant squirmed too Six weeks after its launch, NASA's $1.5 
much to allow a reading, but in 
two cases the researchers were 
able to capture "signifiiant" ac- t~ Among its first images, Chandra may 
tivation of the child's temporal have spotted the youngest known neu- 
Lobes coinciding wlth the times Chandra , of a &ad, 

prenatally. 
The work is "a real techni- 

cal feat," says cognitive neum- 
scientist James Haxby, chief of 
the Section on Functional 
Brain Imaging at the National 
Institute of Mental Health. He 
believes "it's just a matter of 
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