
mathematics during the time period 1 Ju- 
ly 1992 to 30 June 1996. I did not recall 
that my department had produced more 
than a handful of minority Ph.D.s. I was 
positive that no African-American or Na- 
tive American had received a doctorate 
from this department. Mervis's data were 
obtained from the National Opinion Re- 
search Center (NORC), a contractor to 
the National Science Foundation. Ac- 
cording to those data, 74 Ph.D.s were 
awarded in mathematics in the United 
States during this time period. The break- 
down was as follows: one Black, three 
Mexican-Americans, eight other Hispan- 
ics, 43 Whites, and 19 Asians. Apparent- 
ly, citizenship is not considered when this 
data is collected. 

I obtained a listing of the students who 
received doctorates in mathematics, ap- 
plied mathematics, and statistics from our 
university. I counted 65 doctorates for 
that time period. There were no African- 
Americans, Native Americans, or Chi- 
canos in that list. There was one person 
whose mother was born in Latin America 
who could be considered a U.S.-born mi- 
nority. Seven Mexican nationals were on 
the list. The discrepancy in data might 
come from several sources. Apparently, 

computer theory and practice was consid- 
ered mathematics for reporting purposes. 
Twenty-six doctorates in computer sci- 
ence were produced in that time period, 
and there was one Chicano on the list. Al- 
so, several students received doctorates in 
May 1992 and August 1996 who could 
have been counted. 

Mervis's article paints a depressing 
picture of the education of the minority 
population, but it is apparently even 
worse than it appears. 

William Yslas Velez 
Department of Mathematics, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ 85721 USA. E-mail: velez@math. 
arizona.edu 

Ran kings of Research- Active 
Departments 

One might expect that the well-publicized, 
extremely competitive nature of the job 
market for tenure-track faculty positions 
recently would have an interesting side ef- 
fect: with an oversupply of qualified appli- 
cants for all open positions, the relative 
quality of faculty across different institu- 
tions should be evening out. To study this 
possibility, I have analyzed the National 
Research Council rankings of the home 
departments of U.S. authors in Science and 

Nature for 1999 and 1989 (volumes 244 
and 284 in Science and 339 and 399 in Na- 
ture) (I). It would be interesting to extend 
the study to international authors, but un- 
fortunately a unified international ranking 
of departments is not available. 

The mean ranking of an author's de- 
partment for the 1989 volumes is 19.2 f 
1.5 (n = 163; the uncertainty is taken as 
the standard deviation divided by the 
square root of n). The mean for 1999 is 
significantly lower, 24.3 f 1.3 (n = 244). 
There is no significant difference be- 
tween the two journals in a given year. 
Since Science and Nature have remained 
the premier research journals over this 
10-year span, the natural explanation for 
this trend is a decrease in the variation of 
faculty quality between different institu- 
tions. Such information should be kept in 
mind when interpreting rankings of re- 
search-active departments. 

Vincent H. Crespi 
Department of Physics and Center for Materials 
Physics, Pennsylvania State Univenity, Univenity 
Park, PA 168024300, USA. E-mail: vhc2@psu.edu 
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The Cell Culture Center 
A National ~esource 

The tell Culture Center is a national resource facility established by the NIH to provide 
customized, large scale, cell culture services for basic research laboratories. 

The tenter is supported by the NIH to give you access to large scale cell culture at 
minimal cost. Th~s enables you to focus more of your valuable resources on fundamental 
research problems. In addit~on, the Center provides access to large quantities of cells or 
protein so you are not limited by the cell culture capacities of your own facility. 

Your cell line or custom protocol is adapted to large scale production, and cells are 
delivered in the quantity and frequency you desire. Numerous common cell lines, such as 
HeLa, CHO, Sf9/baculovirus, hybridomas, etc. are also routinely produced at the Center. 

All investigators from basic research laboratories and institutions are eligible to use this 
national non-profit resource. 

For more information, please visit our home page 
on the worldwide web or contact: 

,c9 70 SLJ#," 

Mark Hirschel, Ph.D 
National Cell Culture Center 
8500 Evergreen Boulevard 
Minneapolis, MN 55433 
Phone: 800-325-1 112 Fax: 612-786-0915 "*4~ FIEaELLdV 
E-mail: ncccinfo@nccc.com http:llwmw.nccc.com CELL CU~TURE CENTER 

The Cell Culture Center is sponsored by the National Center 
I 

for Research Resources, National Institutes of Health. 
I I 
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