20.

21.
22.

and monitored as described (34). All manipulations
(virus inoculation, physical exam, and venapuncture)
were performed under ketamine sedation. To compen-
sate for increased salivation during sedation, which
would enable an accelerated flux of applied virus to the
gastrointestinal tract, we injected intraveneously an
anti-cholinergic glycopyrroniumbromide just before vi-
rus inoculation. For atraumatic exposure of the palatine
and lingual tonsils, a cotton-wool swab was saturated
with phosphate-buffered saline, squeezed out, and then
saturated with an undiluted or 1:10 diluted cell-free
virus suspension. Thereafter, these tonsillar regions
were repeatedly touched lightly in three 5-min intervals
with freshly saturated swabs, finally applying a total
volume of ~50 to 80 wl of virus suspension. This
applied amount of virus was calculated by weighing the
swabs after use and corresponded to ~2000 to 3000
TCIDs, with undiluted virus (which corresponds to
amounts used in many studies of urethral, rectal, and
vaginal transmission) and ~200 to 300 TCIDg, with the
diluted virus. At the time of inoculation, no obvious
lesions or gingivitis were observed in the oral cavity of
any of the animals used. To monitor long-term infection
by this route, we followed three macaques, two receiv-
ing undiluted virus and one 1:10 diluted virus, for a
longer period of time. To determine the site of virus
entry and virus spread, we euthanisized another eight
monkeys in the acute phase after tonsillar exposure,
two each on days 2, 3, and 4 and one each on days 7
and 23 after inoculation. Tonsillar infection was com-
pared with the iv route by infecting other animals
intravenously with a similar dose of 2000 TCIDs,, of the
same virus stock and monitoring them with virologic
assays for several weeks and by histology in one animal
on day 4. At necropsy lymphoid and nonlymphoid
organs were sampled from various body locations for
virus isolation, histology, immunohistochemistry, and in
situ hybridization.

Cell-associated viral loads were determined by limiting
dilution coculture with mononuclear cells from blood
and lymphoid organs (35). PBMCs were separated from
whole citrated blood by Ficoll density gradient centrif-
ugation. To prepare mononuclear cells from lymphoid
organs (tonsils, lymph nodes from different regions,
spleen, thymus, and Peyer's patches), we forced the
respective tissues through commercial nylon sieves
(100-pm mesh, Falcon) and processed them like PBMCs
except for the density gradient centrifugation. This cen-
trifugation step was only necessary for spleen cells
because of the red blood cell contamination. After
separation of mononuclear cells, they were simulta-
neously cocultivated in declining concentrations with
human C81-66 T cells as indicators (35). Cultures were
monitored for syncytia formation, and intracellular an-
tigen was visualized by an immunoperoxidase assay
(36), with the modification that the T cells were ad-
hered to concanavalin A—coated microtitre plates in-
stead of poly-L-lysine—coated plates. All treated cells
were scored under a light microscope, with infected
cells being identified by a deep red-brown cytoplasmic
staining. The endpoint of the viral load was calculated
as described (35, 37). Heat-inactivated whole SIV lysate
was used in optimal concentrations to coat 96-well
microtiter plates to measure serum anti-SIV antibody
responses as described (36). Antigenemia was mea-
sured by a commercial HIV-1/HIV-2 antigen test (Inno-
genetics, Zwijndrecht, Belgium). To determine the ab-
solute CD4* T cell counts in blood, we stained PBMCs
with phycoerythrin-conjugated antibody to CD4 (OKT4,
Ortho Diagnostics Systems) and analyzed them on an
EPICS XL flow cytometer (Coulter) with gating on lym-
phocytes. CD4*+ T cell numbers were calculated by
multiplying white cell count times lymphocyte percent-
age in a blood smear times CD4™ T cell percentage by
fluorescence-activated cell sorting (FACS).

C. Stahl-Hennig et al., data not shown.

The 5-um-thick paraffin or cryostat sections were
placed on slides coated with 3-amino-propyl-trietho-
silane. Four sections from each tissue per time point
were hybridized with an 3°S-labeled, single-stranded,
antisense RNA probe of SIVmac239 (Lofstrand Labs,
Gaithersburg, MD). It was composed of fragments of
1.4 to 2.7 kb in size, which collectively represent
~90% of the SIV genome. As a positive control,
‘cytospin prepartions of SIV-infected PBMCs were

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 285 20 AUGUST 1999

REPORTS

hybridized, and as a negative control, a sense-strand
probe was used. Dewaxed paraffin sections were
boiled in a domestic pressure cooker in citrate buffer
pH 6.0 for 5 min, chilled down to room temperature,
rinsed in water containing 2% diethyl-pyrocarbonate,
and prehybridized for 2 hours at 45°C. The prehy-
bridization mixture consisted of 50% formamide, 0.5
M NaCl, 10 mM tris-HCl at pH 7.4, 1 mM EDTA,
0.02% Ficoll-polyvinylpyrrolidone, and 2 mg of tRNA
per milliliter. Prehybridization was followed by incu-
bation with the hybridization mixture (prehybridiza-
tion mixture, 10% dextran sulfate, and 2 X 10® dpm
of probe per milliliter) overnight at 45°C in a moist
chamber. After several washings in standard saline
citrate (SSC), the sections were digested with ribo-
nuclease at 37°C for 40 min, washed again in 2X SSC,
dehydrated, and dipped in Kodak NTB-2 emulsion.
Exposure at 4°C was for 2 to 3 days for frozen
sections and 7 days for paraffin sections. After de-
velopment in Kodak D-19, sections were counter-
stained with hemalaun, mounted, and examined with
an Axiophot Zeiss microscope equipped with epilu-

minescent illumination. Viral RNA—positive cells were

counted with a 20X objective, a 3CD color camera,
and a PC-based image analysis system (KS400; Kon-
trol, Esching, Germany). Positive cells had >20 silver
grains, corresponding to a sixfold excess over back-
ground. Four entire sections were counted for each
recorded value to obtain a mean number of infected
cells per section and per unit area. The percentage of
infected cells was then recorded for the epithelial,
germinal center, and extrafollicular lymphoid tissue.
23. Immunolabeling was performed on paraffin-embed-
ded and cryostat sections according to the alkaline
phosphatase anti-alkaline phosphatase method. An-
tibodies included CD68 (Dako, macrophages), CK1
(Dako, cytokeratin), p55 (provided by E. Langhoff,
mature DCs), CD1a (Immunotech, immature DCs),
CD4 (Leu3a, Becton Dickinson; OKT4, Ortho Diagnos-
tics; and NCL, CD-4 1F6 Novocastra; all together),

CD8 (Leu2a, Becton Dickinson, and C8/144B, Dako;
together), and polyclonal CD3 (Dako, visualized with
the peroxidase anti-peroxidase method). Immunola-
beling was performed before in situ hybridization.
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Conservatism of Ecological
Niches in Evolutionary Time

A T. Petgrson,"* J. Soberén,? V. Sanchez-Cordero®

Theory predicts low niche differentiation between species over evolutionary
time scales, but little empirical evidence is available. Reciprocal geographic
predictions based on ecological niche models of sister taxon pairs of birds,
mammals, and butterflies in southern Mexico indicate niche conservatism over
several million years of independent evolution (between putative sister taxon
pairs) but little conservatism at the level of families. Niche conservatism over
such time scales indicates that speciation takes place in geographic, not eco-
logical, dimensions and that ecological differences evolve later.

Critical characteristics of species’ biology,
such as physiology, feeding ecology, and re-
productive behavior, define their fundamen-
tal ecological niches (/). In the early 1990s,
several theoretical community ecologists in-
dependently predicted that fundamental nich-
es of species under natural selection could
change, but slowly. Based on diverse models
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that coupled population and genetic dynamics
in heterogeneous environments, niche con-
servatism was predicted, because rates of ad-
aptation in environments outside of the fun-
damental niche would often be slower than
the extinction process (2).

However, little empirical evidence has
been assembled to address these theoretical
predictions (3). One study (4) that compared
population response surfaces to climatic con-
ditions in two closely related species of
beeches (Fagus spp.) showed that limiting
conditions for the presence of populations
were coincident. Another study (5) docu-
mented conservatism in geographic range
size in disjunct Asian and North American
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plant taxa but focused principally on distri-
butional area as opposed to ecological niche
characteristics. Other recent studies, howev-
er, have revealed rapid (over about 100 years)
niche evolution that may be linked to specia-
tion (6). These two contrasting views remain
to be tested in broad samples of taxa to assess
the generality of niche conservatism on evo-
lutionary time scales.

We now apply new tools and approaches
to examine this question in birds, mammals,
and butterflies in an arena of active specia-
tion and population differentiation—the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec in southern Mexi-
co (7). Drawing on extensive databases that
summarize scientific specimen holdings,
we examined 21 sister taxon pairs of birds,
11 sister taxon pairs of mammals, and 5
sister taxon pairs of butterflies and tested
the degree to which ecological characteris-

REPORTS

tics of one taxon were able to predict (with
an artificial intelligence algorithm) the geo-
graphic distribution of its putative sister
taxon and vice versa. To provide compari-
sons over longer time scales, we also ana-
lyzed randomly chosen confamilial, nonsis-
ter taxa (8—11).

Based on large-scale ecological dimen-
sions, the approach uses a genetic algo-
rithm to produce a set of decision rules in
ecological space (a model of the fundamen-
tal niche) that can be projected onto maps
to predict potential geographic distribu-
tions. Modeling each member of the puta-
tive sister taxon pairs in this study yielded
not just a predicted geographic range ap-
proximating its own geographic distribu-
tion but also a predicted range mirroring
the geographic distribution of its allopatric
sister taxon. For example, for the hum-

Fig. 1. Geographic distributions
of A. heloisa (circles) and A. elli-
oti (squares) (A), P. melanocar-
pus (circles) and P. zarhynchus
(squares) (B), and P. c. charops
(circles) and P. c. nigricans (squares)
(C). Occurrence points for each
taxon are overlaid on geographic
predictions based on the ecologi-
cal characteristics of occurrence
points of its sister taxon (dark gray
for east of Isthmus of Tehuante-
pec predicting west, light gray for
converse). Dashed lines show ap-
proximate position of the Isthmus,
of Tehuantepec.

mingbird species pair Atthis heloisa (north
and west of the isthmus) and Atthis ellioti
(south and east of the isthmus), the model
for A. heloisa successfully predicted all six
occurrence points available for 4. ellioti,
and the model for 4. ellioti predicted 66 of
79 occurrence points for 4. heloisa (Fig.
1A). Statistical significance of the Atthis
comparisons was clear, with probabilities at
about 0.03 for the first comparison and at
about 10722 for the second. Across the 37
pairs, 32 eastern taxa predicted distribu-
tions of western taxa significantly, and 26
western taxa predicted distributions of east-
ern taxa significantly (Fig. 1). When we
examined significant and nonsignificant
predictive models, we noted a strong rela-
tionship with sample size: models were
nonsignificant only at sample sizes of <15
points for the predicted taxon (Fig. 2). For
all taxon pairs, at least one of the reciprocal
predictions was statistically significant.
When we compared the ability of each
taxon to predict its sister taxon’s distribu-
tion with its ability to predict the distribu-
tions of all other taxa on the opposite side
of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, the differ-
ence was marked and statistically signifi-
cant (/2). In contrast, only a few predic-
tions of distributions of confamilial taxa
were statistically significant regardless of
sample size (Fig. 2).

The above analyses show conservative
evolution in ecological niches of 37 sister
taxon pairs of birds, mammals, and butterflies
isolated on either side of the lowland barrier
Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The forested habi-
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Fig. 2. Graph of average departure in reciprocal
predictions among putative sister taxon pairs
(open symbols) and confamilial species pairs
(filled symbols), illustrating the significant in-
terpredictiveness among sister taxa and the
nonsignificant interpredictiveness among dis-
tantly related, confamilial taxa. Vertical axis
represents the average of x? values for inter-
predicting taxon pairs, taking into account di-
rection of departure from expectation (that is,
predictions worse than expectation are as-
signed negative values). Solid and dashed lines
represent linear regressions of departure values
on sample size for sister-taxon and confamilial
comparisons, respectively.
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tats on either side of the isthmus have been
isolated for 2.4 to 10 X 10° years (13);
hence, the observed conservatism has held
for effectively twice that time of indepen-
dent evolution in the pairs of lineages in-
volved. Although ages of “families” are
disputed (/4), this expanded time scale
(perhaps 10 to 50 X 10° years) has been
sufficient to permit evolutionary diversifi-
cation in niche characteristics. Hence, our
results broadly confirm theoretical predic-
tions of relative conservatism in ecological
characteristics of species.

Conservatism of ecological niches across
moderate periods of evolutionary time also re-
flects the modes of speciation involved. Strict
vicariant speciation depends simply on geo-
graphic isolation, whereas other scenarios,
such as the peripheral isolates model of spe-
ciation and many models of sympatric spe-
ciation (/5), invoke invasion of novel eco-
logical situations as part of the speciation
process. The taxa and ecological dimensions
treated here support the vicariant hypothesis,
with ecological differences building up later,
well after the speciation event. An untested
question is whether the observed conserva-
tism results from active constraint (stabilizing
selection) or whether it reflects the absence
of additive genetic variation in niche-related
traits (/6). Similarly, our analysis does not
eliminate the possibility of niches of both
members of species pairs responding in par-
allel to broad-scale environmental changes.

To the extent that our geographic scenario
is representative, our results suggest that eco-
logical niches evolve little at or around the
time of the speciation event. Rather, ecolog-
ical niche differences appear to accumulate
later, over the time scale of familial relation-
ships. Finding general conservatism in eco-
logical niches opens the door to phylogenetic
studies of niche evolution, comparative eval-
uations of conditions under which niche con-
servatism breaks down, construction of pre-
dictive distributional models, and numerous
other applications to questions in biogeogra-
phy (estimates of o and B diversity, centers of
endemism), biodiversity (foci of species di-
versity), and conservation biology (develop-
ment of conservation prioritizations).
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