
Psychologists The APA has been strenuous- 
ly attempting to dissociate itself 

Seek to Quell fmm the Rind paper. In May it 

Sex Furor issued a formal "resolution op- 
posing child abuse," followed by 

The American Psychological As- a request to the AAAS (publish- 
sociation (APA) wants help from er of Science) program on Sci- 
the scientific community to entific Freedom, Responsibility 
quell a political controversy over and taw for an "independent amateurs, the world can relax: 
a study published in one of its expert evaluation" of the sex ar- 
inost prominent journals that tide. It h e  also pledged to re- 
has been depicted as condoning mind its journal ediiors to "fully 
sex betwen children and aduttr consider the social policy impli- 

Last July psychd- BNce cations of artides on cuntrover- January, would slam into Earth in 2039. tn 
Rind, a part-time faculty rnern- s id  topics." Richard McCwty, Amateurs May, based on photos by an Australian 
ber at Philadelphia's Temple head of APA's science direc- amateur astronomer, NASA astronomers 

. Uniwrsity, and d deagues torate, says this is not an at- ,, predicted a 1 in 500,000 chance of an im- 
published, in t h e ~ ~ ~ s  PWO- tempt at censorship but simply "Doomsday pact in 2044. 
logicd&lfetin, a rneta-analysis meam the APA wants a "heads From their home in Berlin, Arno Gnadig 
of 49 studZes with college stu- up" if something controversial is and Andreas Doppler recently searched 
dents that concluded that child- about to be published. through a set of plates from the Digital Sky Survey, obtained at 
hood sexual abuse (including Although some psycholo- Palomar Observatory in California in the 19%, which have been 
exhibitionism and cwemual gists think the APA has made ' 
relationships with adults) is not the best ofa bad situation, oth- 
always damaging to the Ch'M. ers say it is averreacting to po- 
The study, unnoticed for litical pressure. Psychologist Ed- 
months by most people outside ward Katkin of the State Univer- 
the North Amedan ManJBoy sity of New York, Stony Brook, 
Lave Associatiorb became a na- calls APA's response to congres- 
tional cause among comerva- sional complaints "groveling and 
tive gmfp after an irate father cowardly." 
compMned to radio talk show ThehAU is expected to 
psychdogist Lawa Schlessinger. make a decision this week on 
The furor peaked M week whether to accept the APA as- 
when the House of Representa- signment if it does, says pro- Building Theories on Sand ' 
tiws passed a resolution *reject- gram director Mark Frankel, "it French scientists have used the stable cluster of particles 
ing the notion that sex kMaEn witl be a substantial and v q  low-grayity atmosphere of a formed in the middle; this d i i t  1 
adults and children is positiin comptex undertaking." sounding rocket to stage an ex- occur in the cell with the lowest 

periment with sandlike parti- density, the scientists m p t  in 
des that apparently mimics the the 12 July Physical R&wLtrt- 
way planets are formed. terx Physicist St4phm Fauve of 

Identical twins are wry trendy The behavior of granular ma- the M e  Normale Sup5tieure in 
these d a y ~ f t e r  all, they're> Wid like sand or mrdust in Paris explp'i thatthevibatiw 
just like dones. And twins ha@' r space, when subjected to vibra- trigger cdlisiols, which cause 
been subjected to some wry tion, has been difficult to study the partides to slow dmmJn a 
trendy photography (this pic- in the lab because of gravity. Sd- high&sity shaticyr, ,there will 
ture is called "kisshiten) for an entistsfromsewralhwKhtabo- bespontaneouslocdffuchM- 
exhibit opening this week at - ' rat& therefore have been do- tions where partide aUisiw 
the Wellcome Trust's Two10 ing experiments Bboard a rocket and st- eventually re- 

Gallery in Thqiput d i h t  numbers of sult in s W e  dusters. Seeing London. 0.3-mm brorue " s ~ l e s "  into ' A simitar phe!nomenon may 
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The pho- each of d m  l&-mtimeter explain horw the dust swirling 
Double tm by . 

- &Astherodretcwedback' aroundyoungstarscoalesces 
DscridTep toward Earth, it spent XX) sec- into wets, says astronomer 

lica, a cosmetic surgeon who onds in low w. This enabled Lany Esposito of the Universii 
says, according to the Well- researchen to do nine short ex- of Cdorado, Boulder. "Poten- 

I 
come pr& release: "It's amazing to ... see things Eke two 12- perirnents, shaking the cells and ti*, we can take reurlts of 
year-old #dentical twin] girls whose acne has erupted in exactly watching the granules with a [Fawutas] cypehents @ use 
the same spot on the nose." The exhibk, which rum through 24 tiny camera. them to prepare mwkb of ring 
September, is timed to coincide with a new BBCl series on twins. InthetwroceIlswiththe dynmics and the origin of 

highest dens i i  of spherules, a planetary systems," he ~ y s .  
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