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not reproduce on their own and also that of 
the females that could aad their oi%prkg 

Theyfocusedonsixgenesthattheyfbund 
tobepo~c,meaningthattheyexistin 
several different versions. The researchers 
fouad that the two copies of each gene were 
much more likely to be different in females 
a b l e t o r e p r o d u c e ~ c a l l y t h a n i n  
other M &meu females. The single moms 
"were a my veryific subset of the popula- 
ti0QY' says Corley, who who now at the univer- 
sity of W& Madison. "It suggests that 
it5 goad to be genetically variable; it allows 
those individuals to be more flexile." 

The mearchers don't know why that is, 
althoughthey speculate that, as in somany 
other species, indfviduals I@ a varied ge- 
netic makeup are less likely to suffer from 
genetic de* tbat Feduce their vigor. A h  
all, as Corley found, parthenogenesis is a 

struggle even for roaches that can pull it off. gametes with half the genome, he notes, and 
The females reared alone produced no live thus only rarely can individuals generate 
young fiom their f i  II eggs with the full 
two batches of eggs, number qf chromo- 
and when they f d l y  somes. Thus, dnce 
did give birth, had sex evolves in an or- 
justsixorsoprogeny ganism, going back 
over- their lifetimes. toasexualreproduc- 

rslca&nWG~ 
tion becomes very 
difficult. 

have well over 100 Neither Moore 
lifetime offspring. norcorleylmowjust 
 he difference in - why, buthavingboth 
fitness is dramatic," sex is beA mi ctxhach can make dones, but sexual and asexual 
Carley notes. with a partner it produces many more young. behavior within a 
Rudolf RaE, a de- ,species should make 

ve1opment;d biologist at Indiana University, the problem easier to study, CorIey notes. 
Bloomington, attributes the poor aseKnal re- , Raff agrees: " m e  cockroaches] could be 
production to the reproductive machinery quite useful for M e r  studying this phe- 
being "very creaky." It's set up to produce nomenon." -EWMETH- 

as president of the Boston, Massachusetb 
basedAssodion of Chinese Professionals in 
Biomedicine, helped o q p k  the meeting. 

To get a closer look at what China can 
bring to collaborative ventwes, Anthony 
Fauci, dh.ector d the National M t u t e  of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, is heading 
to Beijing in Sephnber, and Keusch will be 
joining a group of National Science Founda- 
tion officials going to China in October. 

Biomedical Group Lobbies NIH 
A delegation of Chinese scientists, some working in the United States, is urging 
NIH to boost its funding of research in China 

LEXINGTON, MASJACHUSETTS-A~O~~~~~ Chinese scient&s helped steal U.S. nudear se 
U.S.-style lobbying techniques, Chinese acts, says Ynning Shao, an AIDS researcher 
biomedical researchers are ~ i n g  the U.S. from the Chinese Academy of Preventive 
National' Institutes of Health QVH) to sup- Mediche, who attended hth meetings. 
port a skein of c o m t i v e  projects aimed The delegation, headed by deputy ministe?. 
atadvancingscienceandmending~edre- ofpvMichealthPengYydepartedfromNIH 
lations between the two countries. with no specific commitments from the 

Last week a delegation of scientists from Americans. But b u s  offeted some encour- 
theUnitedStatesandChinamtwithtopNM agementwhenhesaidthatsciemxcanbridge 
officials in Bethesda, Maryland, to discuss politid di@mmm. And Gerald Kewch, di- 
suchideasashigh-techmethodsofmafyzmg r e c t o r o f N M 5 F ~ ~ ~ o n a l ~  
traditionalChineseherbalmedicines,~h andorganizerofthegroupSvisittoBethesda, 
onhumangenetic~aschemetocreate describedthe14hdytalksasaLY.istep'~ 
agenetichockmtmouseprodWioncentedin thatmayleadto"-"-"The 
China, and AIDS way we left things," he says, "is that they 
vaccineW.The would do some thhkhg a l g t  k i r  highest 
ideas were devel- p i i o r i t i e s a n d ~ ~ ~ a b a u t o u r s . ~ '  

Prospects for collaboratim on genetic 
sbdiesarealreadygoo4aidedbyaewguide 

weekend, where 
mole than a scote SFZzi 

p. 1779). Ming Tsuang, a , 
psychiatric geneticist at 
Harvard University, an- 
d at the Lexington 
meeting that he has been 
approved to receive Sam- 
plesandthat"Sysystemis 
'working well." Since then 
at least one other tmnsfm 
h s s b e e n a p p m v e d , d  
ing to Xiping Xu, a Har- 

f tries" brought on by re- support research on tradiiional C h i i  vard School of Public 
8 cent allegations that rnediines such as the saw pdmtto. Health epidemiologist who, 
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Lastweekvamus ~~ouncexlplansto go to 
Beijing in November to join other Nobel 
laureates in celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

But Chinese scientists are eager to get 
projects moving sooner. They tried to per- 
suade Vmus dunng his visit here that NIH 
shouldinvestmore~hdollarsinchina 
Varus listened politely but made no com- 
mitments. Keusch notes that NM already 
backs sevefal majot cdlaborative projects in 
China, including a tropical diseases research 
center in Shanghai, a national study of car- 
di- disease, and AIDS prevention. 

A l ~ t t K m o o d i n ~ w a s o p b i -  
mistic, attendees acknowledged the tension 
betwxn China and the United States. Cardi- 
ology researcher Jie Wang of Columbia Uni- 
versity said he bad been questioned by an FBI 
agent in February about his involvement with 
a group of Chinese scientists interested in 
drug&- He saidhe hadigmwedthe 
incidentontheadviceofhisunive&y,buthe 
asked Vimms what a person should do if '%a- 
~ b y a n F B I a g e n t o v e r p a r t i ~ o n i n  
" & lilres." 

Vmus lllqxdd tlxcefuuy: "Just let me 
know ... 1amreadytospeakout"The~ 
pldtheChinesescieJltists,whohopethat 
scientific co1labodn will also warm the 
climate between the two countries. . 
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