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-Now desalt femtomoles of 

peptide in less than 60 
seconds with Millipore's new 

ZipTip"c18 pipette tips for 

sample preparation. Elute your 

sarnple- in 2-4 pL of 

acetonitrile/water. Ideal for 

sample preparation prior to 

Mass Spectroscopy. 
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To place an order or for more 

information, call 800-MILLIPORE 

or email ziptip@millipore.com. 

In Europe fax +33 3.88.38.91.95. 

In Japan call (03) 5442-9716. 

In Asia call (852) 2803-91 1 1. 

In Australia call 1 800 222 1 1 1. 

www.mill ipore.com/ziptip 
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1 Carbohydrate 

I As easy as... 

Olyko's FACE (Ruorophore Assisted 
Carbohybate-ophoreds)- 

includes everything you need to work 
with and analyze complex carbohydrates: 

m. precast gels, gel buffer, all reagents and 
manuals 

I- 14-bit CCD camera; new 32 bit 
(V 4.0) FACE analysis sobare with WAIN 
interface, enhanced band-finding and resolution 
of minor bands, and ODBC network database 

w SYsTEMS: 450 MHz, Pentium I1 computer with 
11 GB hard drive, 128 MB RAM, internal Zip 
drive, faxlmodem, CD-ROM, 600 dpi color ink 
jet printer 

MPERT HELP 
OTHER PRONETS AND -E8: 

Recombinant glycosidases 
Analytical service for general FACE applications 

e Clinical lab sewice for Lysosomal storage 
diseases, plasma/urine levels of heparin 
QC validation with FACE 

1 SO0 33 QLYKO (334 5956) US. only 
Phone: 1 415 884 6799, Fax: 1 415 382 3511 
www.gIyko.com 

though I appreciate her acknowledgement 
that my projects are not among these). 

Proudfoot's arguments aside, nonbio- 
logical entities, which today have many 
narrowly focused skills, are going to vastly 
expand in the breadth, depth, and subtlety 
of their intelligence and creativity. My 
book discusses why this is inevitable, the 
nature of the technologies that will 
emerge, and the impact this will have on 
our human-machine civilization, a devel- 
opment no less important than the emer- 
gence of human intelligence some thou- 
sands of generations ago. 

Ray Kurzweil 
Kurzweil Technologies, Inc., 15 Walnut Street, 
Wellesley Hills, MA 02481. USA. E-mail: ray@ 
kurzweiItech.com 

Neuronal Cell Death: 
Retraction 

We reported that p75 nerve growth factor re- 
ceptor ( ~ 7 5 ~ ~ ~ )  induces the death of a sub- 
population of cholinergic medial septum 
neurons during postnatal development (Re- 
ports, 6 Dec. 1996, p. 1729) (1). In an analy- 
sis of new sets of ~ 7 5 ~ ~ ~ - d e f i c i e n t  and con- 
trol mice, we find, contrary to our previous 
report, that (i) the number of choline acetyl- 
transferase (ChAT)-positive (cholinergic) 
medial septum neurons increases between 
postnatal days 6 and 15 in 129ISv and Balblc 
control mice; (ii) the number of TUNEL (an 
indicator of apoptosis)-positive cells in the 
medial septum is similarly low (one to two 
cells per 10-micrometer section) in p7SNGFR- 
deficient and control mice at postnatal day 8; 
and (iii) the number of ChAT-positive neu- 
rons is similar in adult ~ 7 5 ~ ~ ~ ~ - d e f i c i e n t  
and control mice (2). Reanalysis of brain tis- 
sue sections from the mice of the previous 
report (1) c o n f i i  points (i) and (ii) and re- 
veals that the adult ~ 7 5 ~ ~ ~ ~ - d e f i c i e n t  mice 
have only approximately 20% more ChAT- 
positive septa1 neurons than does the new 
group of control mice, as compared with the 
reported 50%. In addition, we fail to confirm 
that the control mice treated with the 
~ 7 5 ~ ~ ~ ~ - i n t e r f e r i n g  dc28-36 peptide have 
more ChAT-positive neurons than the mice 
treated with vehicle. 

Thus, there does not appear to be a. de- 
crease in cholinergic medial septum neu- 
rons during postnatal life, and thus 
p75NGFR does not appear to cause the death 
of these neurons. I sincerely apologize for 
any difficulties that the incorrect informa- 
tion may have caused. 

Theo Hagg 
Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, Dal- 
housie University, Halifax B3H 4H7, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. E-mail: thagg@is.dal.ca 
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