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sentation on the f i  panel, but that the con- 
ference as a whole had done much to bring 

Science Blueprint Is High on 
Ideals, Light on Details 
BUM-After 6 days of sound and fury, 
the 1800 scientists, activists, and policy-mak- 
ers who took part in last week's World Confer- 
ence on Science departed with two documents 
that offer a sketchy roadmap for 
science in the 21st century. De- 
spite the some-times emotional 
debates-during which there 
were calls for scientists to take a 
form of Hippocratic Oath, for 
more research aid for developing 
countries, for women to play a 
greater role in science, and for 
universal access to the Internet for 
scientists--rhe conference's f i i  
documents managed to endorse 
the general concepts of ethics, eq- 
uity, and access without offering 
w maw suecifics on how science 

nous peoples. International collaboration, the 
blueprints say, should be supported at all 
levels. Governments and professional 
bodies should promote ethical conduct or 

draw up codes of 
ethics, while scien- 
tists should them- 
selves adhere to the 
highest ethical stan- 
dards. And, in an ini- 
tiative that emerged 
during the confer- 
ence, the main decla- 
ration suggests that 
developing countries 

- 
gender issues to the fore. 

Many of the two dozen thematic sessions, 
which took place in venues across Budapest, 
were similarly heated. Conference rooms 
rang with a cacophony of voices, from Aus- 
tralia to Zambia, representing more than 150 
countries and scientific interests as diverse 
as particle physics and small-farm agricul- 
ture. U.S. Nobelist Leon Lederman of the 
Fermilab accelerator center in Illinois ex- 
pressed the fhsmtion of numerous scientists 
in having to distill the debate and recornmen- 
dations of 3-hour sessions into a few para- 
graphs for the committee revising the final 
documents. "It's like trying to illustrate War 
and Peace in a single-We cartoon." 

As science officials from country after 
country expounded their national positions 
on the conference's main stage, there were 
complaints from Iraq and Cuba about how 
U.S. sanctions had hurt their science. And, 
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behind the scenes, some dele- 
gates from industrihized nations 
grumbled that industrv-which 

I &counted for 61% o f k & ~  ex- 
&uld be-- fimded, dis- penditures in the North in 
seminated, or pok.xd. Ethicist. Joseph Rotblat calls tor 1996-was barely represented in 

The architects of the meeting, Hippocratic-style oath. Budapest. "The next time we do 
the first such gathering in 20 this, we should make sure that 
years, defended the final products-a non- could take advantage leading research industries have 
binding "Declaration on Science" and of the debt relief of- a voice," said Japanese parlia- 
"Framework for Action9'-as constructive fered recently by the mentarian Wakako Hironaka, a 
blueprints that offer each nation a chance to G8 industrial nations former environment minister. 
build up its science. Swiss Nobel laureate by increasing their Mayor responded that UNESCO 
Werner Arber, president of the International spending on science had invited more industry offi- 
Council for Science (ICSU), a cosponsor of and education. cials who did not attend and that 
the conference, said the declaration defines a Reaching even ,, it would involve industry in 
"new social contract" between science and this modest COnSen- P,g,,tist. UNESCO's Federico follow-up meetings. 
society. Spanish biochemist Federico Mayor, sus was far from easy Mayor says follow-up is key. Meanwhile, some Third 
director-general of the United Nations' Edu- in Budapest. The World scientists complained 
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza- heated debates began straight after the initial that-at a time of U.S. budget surpluses- 
tion (UNESCO), the other sponsor, told Sci- session, when some women delegates pointed the world's strongest economy was unwilling 
ence: "Scientists must have more contact out that all speakers in the podium were to commit itself to greater aid to science in 
with society, and more connections to pow- male, and the arguments spilled over into a the developing world. Some even proposed 
er." Mayor's take-home message for dele- stormy session on "gender -' in that wealthy countries earmark 0.5% or more 
gates was: 'Wow that you have this in your science. "Not one female voice came from of their national income for research aid to 
hands, tell your governments that this is an the &um that fii day," complained Cana- poorer nations. But officials from the United 
opporhmity for you." dian bioethics specialist Margaret Somerville States-which is not a UNESCO member-- 

The Budapest blueprints call for govern- of McGill University in Montreal. Shirley steered clear of specific commitments and 
men& across the globe to support science ad- Malcom of the American Association for the emphasized cooperation rather than aid. E. 
equately because of its importance for sus- Advancement of Science (the publisher of Michael Southwick, a deputy assistant Sec- 
tainable development. The documents also Science) added: "That galvanized women retary of State, told delegates that the U.S. 

more q r t  for science education here, because it made it look like UNESCO government has been involved in "the educa- 8 
at universities, and for science to be made is talking the talk, but not walking the wak" tion and training in the United States of 2 
more open to women and other groups such UNESCO's Mayor told Science that he was thousands of international scientists, joint [ 
as the disabled, ethnic minorities, and indige- "personally concerned" by the lack of repre- laboratory and field projects with many r 
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