
has been allowed to decline in many grad- 
uate programs at a time when it ought to 
be growing. This contrast underscores the 
timeliness of Krolik's text. I hope that Ac- 
tive Galactic Nuclei will help educate the 
next generation of AGN researchers, 
whose discoveries will require it to be ex- 
tensively revised in a few years time. 

Beauty and the Beast. The Aesthetic Mo- 
ment in Science. Ernst Peter Fischer. Trans- 
lated by Elizabeth Oehlkers. Plenum Trade, 
New York, 1999:216 pp. $25.95. ISBN O- 
306-4601 1-4. 

Fischer, a historian of science, examines 
aesthetic aspects of research and discovery. 
He concludes that notions of beauty and 
harmony are important components of both 
the scientific mind and process, and he urges 
that they be given greater consideration. 

Disasters by Design. A Reassessment of 
Natural Hazards in the United States. Den- 
nis 5. Mileti. Joseph Henry (National Acade- 
my Press), Washington, DC, 1999. 371 pp. 
$47.95. ISBN 0-309-06360-4. 

Building on findings from the past two 
decades, Mileti and his contributing authors 

propose a redirection of research and policy 
for natural and technological hazards. They 
advocate the adoption of sustainable devel- 
opment principles as the best means of re- 
ducing the financial and social burdens of 
disasters. 

...................................................................... 
Metapopulation Ecology. llkka Hanski. Ox- 
ford University Press, Oxford, 1999.323 pp. 
$85, f45. ISBN 0-19-854066-3. Paper, $45, 
f 22.50. ISBN 0-19-854065-5. 

Hanski offers a state-of-the-art review of 
the ecological dynamics of metapopulations, 
assemblages of local breeding populations. 
Because the world is patchy, and becoming 
more so, this synthesis of current research 
(including the author's substantial contribu- 
tions to  the field) will be of particular inter- 
est to  conservation biologists. 

...................................................................... 
Walther Nernst and the Transition to 
Modern Physical Science. Diana Kormos 
Barkan. Cambridge University Press, Cam- 
bridge, 1999. 300 pp. $64.95, f45. ISBN O- 
521 -44456-X. 

Nernst, the 1920 Nobel laureate i n  
chemistry, made substantial contributions to  
our understanding of solutions, chemical 
equilibria, and the behavior of matter at 

high temperatures. Barkan's scientific biog- 
raphy examines his work at the intersection 
of chemistry, physics, and technology in  
turn-of-the-century Germany. 

...................................................................... 
Science Without Laws. Ronald N. Giere. 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1999. 
295 pp. $25, f 17.50. ISBN 0-226-29208-8. 

Giere rejects the Enlightenment view of 
science as a "uniquely rational activity leading 
to the discovery of universal truths." In these 
essays, he argues for considering science as 
the development of "more or less abstract 
models of specific aspects of the world." 

...................................................................... 
Understanding Quantum Mechanics. 
Roland Omnb. Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, NJ, 1999. 321 pp. $35, f21.50. 
ISBN 0-691-00435-8. 

Writing for beginning students and expe- 
rienced physicists, mathematicians, and 
philosophers, Omnes provides a comprehen- 
sive overview of the conceptual framework 
of quantum mechanics. Organized using log- 
ically consistent histories, his updating of 
the Copenhagen interpretation incorporates 
recent research on the decoherence effect 
and the correspondence between quantum 
and particle physics. 
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