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anyone the news. "I thought this Of 32 fellows announced on Skeptic Gets Her ,,to,amn, 23 JUW for awards ranging 

Just Desserts ~ustra~ia-born ~a~field, who ex- from $200,000 to $375,000,12 
plores soil e n g  and hbw are scientists. They indude 

I WdyoucaUthemprifEd microbes alter rodr chemistry, chemist Carolyn R Bertozzi, 32, 
McMahon mkd up to your door She looked at the MacArthur of the University of California, 
in his prize t w k ?  What about if Web site, but the names of this Berkeley; physicist Shawn Carl- 
the,MacArthur Foundation called year's genius crop hadn't been son, 39, of the Society for Arna- 
you a genius? When a publicist posted yet Then she called teur Scientists in San Diego; 
from the foundation telephoned AT&T to try to track the publi- 

cist's number.The phone com- 
pany urged her to cancel her 
credit cards and call the police, physicist Juan Haldacena, 30; Grand Old Man 
warning that someone with her anthropologist Dennis Albert . 
Social Security number could Moore, 54, of the M w u  
easily raid her bank account 

Bmfktd waves to gauge water tem- 
peratws in the Pacific Basin 

Jillian Banfield on 17 June to tell m. Banfidd became a believer mentalist Wilma Subra, 55, of 
I hershe'dbeenselectedasa --but stilt says her award 

MacArthur fellow-ad would "doesn't make any sense." 
be getting $290,OOCkthe 3 9  Lightning actually struck er Jeffrey R Weeks, 42, of Can- 
year& gineralogist at the Uni- twice in Madison this year.& ton, New Yprk; and linguistics 
versity of Wisconsin, Madison, receiving one of the 5-year, no- 
thought it was a hoaxihen he strings-attached awards is a d- 
asked for her Soda1 Security league and Mend of Banfield's, son. Don't believe us? Check 
number and told her not to tell chemist Laura Kiessling, 38. out www.maddn.org. 

The Dark Side of Gravity 
Is gravity on Earth affected by a s 
Old observations of strange behavior from a 
Foucault pendulum have persuaded NASA scien- 
tists to test the notion during the total solar 
eclipse that will happen on 11 August. 

The Foucault pendulum, invented in 1851 by 
French astronomer Jean Bernard Leon Foucault, 
was the first instrument that could demonstrate 
Earth's rotation without reference to the stars. 
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