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serves as a research 

about 200 researchers and 
c o m b y @ a m e n t a r y  
deputies Pierre Cohen and 
Jean-Yves Le Dkaut, was 
the penultimate event in searchers and that once re- many issues, all were in accord that no 
a parliamentary inquiry searchers have obtained uni- rious rapprochement between the unive 
launched last February by versity or research agency ties and the research agencies would 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin at the request of re- 
search minister Claude Al- national scientific commit- duced. "It leaves us little time 
lBgre (Science, 5 March, p. tees every 5 years to contin- search," said panel member Isabelle 
1442). The inquiry will 
conclude on 26 June with a 
mass colloquium in Paris, 
after which the deputies assigned to teaching or ad- and at the weekend." 

ministrative duties. Given these differing visions 

forms. But his attempts to forge closer rela- scientists-whether they are university for the event 
tions between the universities and public teachers or fulldime public researchers- 
research agencies-such as the basic re- rather than being spread around only among 
search agency CNRS and the biomedical their own staff, as is currently done. "We 
agency INSERM-provoked such fierce must transform the research organizations 
resistance from many researchers, who into powerful granting agencies," he said. Their Rubber 
feared the measures would dilute the quali- Chambon also advocated eliminating the 
ty of French science (Science, 18 Decem- current rung of permanent entry-level posi- When 16th century Spanish clerics came to 
ber 1998, p. 2 162), that the government tions in the universities and research organi- the New World, they were enthralled by a 
was obliged to consult with France's scien- zations and replacing them with temporary fast-paced and sometimes bloody sport. 
tific community, via a Web-based forum postdoctoral positions, which are rarely Teams of up to six athletes would whack 
and numerous small hearings and consulta- available in France at present. heavy, solid balls through hoops several me- 
tions held throughout the country. But the Chambon plan drew criticism ters above the stone courts using an- but 

The latest hearing, which featured two from Audier and some other members of their hands or feet. Apart from the occasional 
invited panels--one made up of established the panel. "I am absolutely opposed to re- postgame human sacrifice, what most aston- 
researchers and the other of younger placing [the entry-level positions] with ished the Span& were the rimhetmg balls. 

near Strasbourg, and chemist Henri- a former researcher with the National Insti- rubberballs 
Edouard Audier of the Ecole Polytechnique tute for Agronomic Research who now The nati 
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