
COOL IMAGES 

Believe k t  
Or Not 

tures @Led @era- 
saurs that soared 
a h  the dinosaurs 
about 70 million 
years ago were rep- 
tiles, but in this 1843 
drawing an artist has 
crossed the scaly 
beast. with a mar& 
pial bat, giving them fur and raatlIke eam Such curious missteps in 
biology and pahmtalogy are f d  at Sttange Sdencefrom a 
1678 rendiion of Earth Lacctd with deep u w n d  riwrs and 
lakes, to a fake sea monster rnsde @MI f i  fossil whales that 
toured the United States id Garope in tha mid-I8X)0s. Denver 
Web page desipx M i  Settl seys she's "just an interested am- 
ateur" pakontobgbt, but she pasting old pictures from 
books a couple ofyeas ago tMBtd-ae site took off. Other goodies 
indude a timatfne of dimmfb gaffes and the real thing) 
a n d ~ ~ e s .  - 

www.tumpika.net/-mpooft 

HOT PICKS 
Fast-acting medicine. Want to get your clinical paper out fast? 
Send it to what's t d  as the first a t h h d m k  general medi- 

u r n a l , ~ ~ ' t h k m 6 n t h ~ b y ~ r ~ d d S t a r G e o g c  
a t h h i n e w h o m e , ~ ~ k r a r r p e w ~ w w i U b e  

-mail gt the h e  (with regismzii) kp. rg hopes Vie pamhe of the aectnonic wrld will , and spill Lund- over 
and create a sense of w." www.medseape.com 

Q u b s  and a goofy character named Lab Guy 
like fire safety, storing chemicals, and handling 

course from the Howard 
Institute. bu can also order free training videos 

some rays. Take a brief tow of the sun at  these pages fea- 
movies of eclipses, solar fIares, the photosphere, and more. 

ngs up with a grim LoGk at the sun's Earth-incinerating 
a few billion yean fKwn naw. 

wwwamo.uvknW-michielb/sunAGaft.htm 

N E T  N E W S  

Risk Wbb Sites Draw 
Words sf CauSicM 
With a quick trip on the Web, you can now find out what h i -  
cal brew your town's factories spew or which wicides might 
linger on that peach you're about to bite. Environmental groups 
are taking full advantage of the Net to post chemical data they 
gathet or pry from federal agencies. Some scientists, however, 
wany that the sites are exaggeratingthe public health threat by 
failing to put risks in perspective. 

One example is the Environmental Defense Fund's (EDF's) 

NETWATCH 
edited by JOCELYN KAISER 

Scomcard (xorecard~rg), a trove on industrial and vehicle emis- 
sions that was enhanced this week with controversial estimates 
of JlbW much emissions actually wind up in the air. Although en- 
vironmental health scientists give the site high ma& for in- 
crezrsing the public's access to chemiil data, m e  are assigning 
lawer g&&s for howv d it puts risks in context "What they're 
!doking at may be mly part of dre.picture," says T i  Buckley of 
Johns Hopkins University, whd notes that sources af airborne 
~i~ in a cigarettes and soknts+nay dwarf 
emissions from outside. EWs Bill Pease agrees with Buckley's 
ardysis, but says his p u p  500n hopes to add data to the site 
from a stwly that.used persod p d M i  monitors to track ex- 
posures in &@ cmmunities. 

Scorecard, which is "pretty sqhIsticated and responsible," 
' sh&'t be confusd with 1- c&& sites, says George C r q  
of the Hamaref Center for Risk AnaEysis. One that's come under 
heavy fire (www.foodnews.o@ &ps into a datdxm of pesti- 
cide tests on foods to suggest which residues may-cir may 
Rot-Writ evwythjng from vegetahks to packaged cereals. 
Foodnews makes little effort to dstbguish between acuae and 
chronic exposures and ignores thp ,gdd saw that "the dose 
makes the poison," says Gray. "Frank&+Thy're trying to scare 
people." Richard Wiles of the Environmentd Working Group, 
the site's sponsor, responds that its methodology is "well with- 
in" government guidelines. 

S I T E  VISIT 

Weighing In on BioetMcs 
C l d q ,  assisted suicide, managed health we-dme and other eth- 
i c a t h & - k r t t o n ' ~ s h a r v n ~ ~ o f f & h g f r o m ~ d e b a t e . T ~  
getuptospeed.chcdcoutThe~lt lOemet~"Oursisthe 
m o s t v i s i t e d o f d w p r 5 m a r y ~ ~ d a i n r s ~ d i r e c t a r  
GlennMcCieeof&eUttlfe&yofPeMlgyhffanSa~-WBioethics. 

- "wetakethatprettyswioldy." 
One innovathe item an the 5-yearold site is a joint project with 

the NBC television clnrrns ER. Eath week, a center master's student 

in an onlfne essay. The site a h  has 
links  to^^ pumds, including 
Penn's own American Journal of 
Bioethics. A section on assisted 
suicide presents legal documents 
from a reclent US. Supreme Court 
case, an onUne roudtable d m -  
S i o n , a r r d ~ W t i r r k r A n - ~  
a@ Baputar feature is "BioefhScs 
for Beghe& which offers a he 
torical introduction to  medicat 
bioethics and a tigt of papers and 
Web sites forsRsdents and teach- 
es. Atxcudhlg to to, 'Cen@tic 
engineering is now tbe topic for 
high shoal debate cbesa 

The Bioethia Project doesn't 
stake out positions on issues, says McGee, but cehter faculty 
members do post their own strong viewpoints. "Some b i th ics  
sites are funded by lsge companies," he notes. "but the center is 
independent In bioethio, conflict of interest is everything." 

Send Internet news and great Web site suggaths  to -olg 
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