Your objective is to generate metabolically stable,
orally bioavailable pharmaceuticals that aren't
significantly metabolized by polymorphic
cytochrome P450s or cause drug-drug
interactions by P450 inhibition. GENTEST
Corporation’s in vitro testing services support your
efforts from discovery through registration. Of
course after 15 years, GENTEST continues to
be your best source for innovative products for
the study of human in vitro drug metabolism in
your own lab: cryo-preserved hepatocytes,
microsomes, heterologously-expressed
enzymes, antibodies, substrates, inhibitors and
metabolite standards. Call us or visit our website
to leam more about our comprehensive line of
products and services.

Corporation

GEN,

United States and Other Countries
GENTEST Corporation

6 Henshaw Street + Woburn, MA 01801
Telephone: (781) 935-5115

Toll Free: (800) 334-5229

FAX: (781) 938-8644

Email: info@gentest.com

Visit us on the Internet: www.gentest.com
Circle No. 26 on Readers’ Service Card

SCIENCE’S COMPASS

not improve conditions or standards.
Rather, they will increase the costs and
regulatory burden of researchers and their
institutions by introducing redundant or
inconsistent regulations, all the way from
the supplier to the end user—from the cost
of animals, to training of lab personnel, to
procedures of animal care committees.
Representatives of animal supply compa-
nies (Taconic and Harlan) concurred that
the added regulatory costs would be borne
by the research community.

We fully support the humane care and
treatment of laboratory animals. We strongly
oppose efforts to achieve this by means of
duplicative and expensive new regulations.

A Science editorial about animal rights
(P. M. Conn and J. Parker, Science’s Com-
pass, 20 Nov., p. 1417) urged that “[s]cien-
tists need to respond forcefully to animal
rights advocates, whose arguments are
confusing the public and thereby threaten-
ing advances in health knowledge and
care.” The biomedical research community
can begin by making its voice heard in re-
sponse to this issue. Comments can be
submitted until 28 May to the USDA’s Web
site at http://comments.aphis.usda.gov.

AAA Public Affairs Committee (Joseph C.
Besharse, Bruce M. Carlson, Donald P. Jenkins,

David S. Lester, James L. Olds, Peter Satir)
American Association of Anatomists/Federation of
American Societies for Experimental Biology, 9650
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD, 20814-3998, USA
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Field Primatology
and Biomedical Research

The article by Jon Cohen (News of the
Week, 5 Feb., p. 772) reporting that human
immunodeficiency virus—type 1 (HIV-1)
probably originated in central African
chimpanzees has prompted calls for collab-
oration between biomedical scientists and
field-workers to investigate the natural epi-
demiology of retroviruses in nonhuman
primates. As field primatologists, we find
this development gratifying. Our own stud-
ies entail repeated capture, sampling, and
release, as well as observation, of African
green monkeys (vervets and grivets: Cerco-
pithecus aethiops) and baboons (Papio
hamadryas). Materials drawn from these
populations [naturally infected with simian
immunodeficiency virus (SIV)] and shared
with AIDS researchers have documented
the rare occurrence of SIV in Tanzanian
yellow baboons in the wild () and cross-
species transmission of SIV between
vervets and baboons (2) and have con-
firmed horizontal transmission as the pri-
mary mechanism for SIV spread in wild
Ethiopian green monkeys (3, 4).

Our studies of Ethiopian baboons and

Chimpanzee retroviral ecology may provide
a key to the origin of AIDS.

grivet monkeys began in 1973. Typically,
in a field season we capture animals, take
blood, collect morphometric data, deter-
mine the age of the animals from dental
casts, and record reproductive features.
Thus, we have been able to show that fe-
male grivets become SIV seropositive be-
fore they are adult, while males become
SIV positive only when they are fully
grown. Recapture of individually recog-
nized animals has allowed us to document
instances of seroconversion.

For chimpanzee retroviral epidemiolo-
gy to be similarly understood, it will be
necessary to sample (preferably without
capture) a population that has been sub-
ject to the long-term observation that en-
ables individual animals to be recognized
and their life histories charted. Such in-
formation requires laborious accumula-
tion in often dangerous, and generally un-
derfunded, long-term field programs. Per-
haps the research needed to understand
the zoonotic origins of HIV could accom-
plish the remarkable: benefit the primate
species, the discipline of primatology, and
biomedical research.
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Fluorescent Lamps in
Photocopiers

Meher Antia (News of the Week, 29 Jan.,
p. 617) comments that the startup lag in £
mercury-containing fluorescent tubes £
keeps them from being used as brake§
lights for cars and in fax and photocopy &
machines. Actually, fluorescent exposure &
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