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Kinetic City Super Crew Takes
Science to the World Wide Web

Strange balls of light have been seen on a
small island in the Mediterranean, and the
inhabitants think it’s haunted. But a young
girl who lives on the island calls in the Ki-
netic City Super Crew to investigate and ex-
plain the science behind the mystery. This is

The Kinetic City Super Crew solves scientific mysteries.

just one of the adventures that kids can par-
ticipate in by logging on to the Kinetic City
Cyber Club (www.kineticcity.com). The
Web site, based on AAAS’s award-winning
Kinetic City Super Crew radio show and
book series, is one of a kind in that it allows
children to learn about science through en-
gaging and interactive online dramas.
Supported by a grant from the National
Science Foundation, the site lets viewers
join the Kinetic City Super Crew’s four in-

quisitive children and a talkative supercom-
puter as they solve a new case every month.
Kids can join in the adventures, try scientif-
ic experiments at home, and listen to
episodes of the radio show. As they partici-
pate, they earn “Kinetic City Points,” which
they can spend on downloadable
prizes, such as screensavers and
computer backgrounds. Just added
is the “Crew’s Eye View” section,
which reviews the science behind
. the scenes of current movies and
' provides links to other Web sites.
“There’s nothing else like it on
the Internet.” said Bob Hirshon, ex-
ecutive producer of Kinetic City
Super Crew. “It’s like a science
comic book online. But along with
the fun, kids learn and become more interest-
ed in science.” For teachers, Cyber Club of-
fers an extracurricular activity for students to
learn about science. And for parents, Cyber
Club is a safe place on the Web for children
to visit. The site has some 2000 users who
play the games, plus many more who browse.
Kinetic City Super Crew, which won a
Peabody Award in 1996, is a weekly, half-
hour science radio show that airs national-
ly on commercial and public radio sta-
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tions. It aims to boost science interest and
appreciation in 8- to 12-year-olds, particu-
larly girls and members of minorities. Oth-
er products based on the radio show in-
clude a book series published by
McGraw-Hill and the Kinetic City Adven-
ture Express Kit for teachers.

“We have lots of kids out there using the
site and learning from it,” said Hirshon. He
said the next step is to add national science
experiments to which kids contribute data,
and hundreds of local Kinetic City Cyber
Club pages, through which children share
their science experiences with others.

INTERNET

AAAS Prepares Report
On Future of Internet

An advanced networking infrastructure will
be vital to the future of science and engineer-
ing research. AAAS is working on a report to
determine what type of investment will be
needed to make that type of support available.

The National Science Foundation (NSF)
has played a major role in expanding net-
work communications for the pursuit of re-
search and education. With the end of its
vBNS (Very High Performance Backbone
Network System) later this year, NSF must
reevaluate what role it will play in the fu-
ture development of high-speed computing
networks, and has asked AAAS to formu-
late a proposal that includes input from the
scientific community. NSF has also asked
for comments from the computing and in-
dustry communities.

To draft a report, AAAS hosted a work-
shop on the policy debate over infrastructure
investments. The workshop, held in Febru-
ary, brought together 100 university repre-
sentatives from a range of disciplines in 25
research universities. The participants in-
cluded research administrators, principal in-
vestigators, and graduate students.

AAAS has posted the preliminary pro-
posal at www.aaas.org/netpolicy, an interac-
tive Web site that also contains comments
received from the community, and is en-
couraging the university research communi-
ty to review the proposal and submit their
comments on advanced networking. The
comment period will extend until 1 May.
AAAS will then review the comments and
come up with a final report, which will be
submitted to NSF in June.
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