
COOL IMAGES 

Material 
World I 
What do buckeyballs, 
superconductors and 
talc have in com- 
mon? They're all inor- 
ganic materials, and 

Some critics of the l n i e m e t - i n - s c ~  mw#mtmt ray that 
teachers are getting the technology witho 
it (Science, 23 October 1998, p. 58 
out by a survey of 416 university tea 
released last month by the nonprofit 
tion Technology. Although two-thirds 
had adequate information technology infrastructure, fewer than 
half said their students use it in their practice teaching. 

they all come under 
scrutiny at Making 
Matter,* a Web gaUery at the Institute Laue-Langevin in Grenoble, 
France. The institute houses a neutron source used to decipher 
atomic structures, and researcher Alan Hewat has created a tutori- ~ur i&s about when the Cretaceous Era began and ended (146 
a1 using dozens of images computer generated with data from to 65 million years ago)? Wondering what a quagga is? Then visit 
the institute's archive. The colorful images-manipulable in the University of California, Berkeley, Museum of Paleontology 
3D-demonstrate how atoms pack in metals and rock salt, how Web site, where grad students have created a huge digital muse- 

to several pages on 19th-century 
evolutionary biologist Thomas 

ids of nature. www.naturesonB.com 
- - 

pribds, caliup a glossary, 
or link to  the museum's 

I Mort Schools Now Onlil 
lntemet access in' U.S. public schools is growing at a bflsk pace, 
with more than half of classrooms now connected, according to 
figures released last week. But questions remain about whether 
teaches have the know-how to use the technology. 

The National Center for Education Statistics reported that ac- 
cording to its fall 1998 survey, 51% of classrooms now have In- 
ternet access, compared to just 27% in 1997. Although a lower 
percentage of classrooms in poor xhools is wired compared to 
rich schools, the gap is minimal at the level of schools, 89% of 
which are connected. The hook-ups have been fueled by the 
E-rate, a year-old federal program funded by phone companies 
that, despite budget cuts backed by congressional critics, has 
doled out $1.66 billion to subsidize schools' connections. Presi- 

specimen catalos. 'T I 
The museumsfaff is also building an interactive section for 

children and their teachers. One feature will permit them to I 
classify fossil fragments in an online lab. Such programs promise 
to draw even more visiton to the site which alreadv gets about 
a million hits per week. 

WeWatch? tnstead of t y p  
frmwser, yau can Nlf 
to NetWatch is free 

t o  to the home page (www.sciencemag.org), selectthe issue 
you want, and click on NetWatch. 

Send Internet news and great Web site suggestions to netwatd@aaas.org 
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