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Bird's-Eye Nuclear 
landscape 
Grainy images of  Soviet rocket 
launchers in Cuba push+ the Unk- 
ed States and the Soviets to  the 
Mnk d.w in 1962 i h ~ n g  the 
power of s~teiiite retom- w 
i~f luqtce U.S.'f~lmign pdicy. Now 
m d m i r  ~ i y s t s  can tog on to the 
Wb* to see some of the best Etandestine Cdd War ~ O S  and 
tske a .shot Bt deciphering the secret weapons labs that other 

, countries 4trhred to Me. 
From 1960 ta  1972, the U.S. CORONA spy satebte prqmm 

snapped mwe than $tM,OOO detailed pictures, including; stun- 
ning shots of knm'zend s u w  nuclear facilities in the -- 
et Unian, China, Ismet, and Taiwen. The US. Centraf InteiM&nce 
Agency declassified the iMges in 1995 but has kept under 
wraps jts accompanying malyses. Over the past year, the non- 
profit Fedemtion of American Scientists (FAS) has culled the 
CORONA stash for revealing photos that, it claims, "can help 
public analysts evaluate current arms control and nonprolifera- 
tion problems." 

At a symposium last mbntk in Washington, D.C., FAS's Public 
Eye Initiative BetecWes trafted out dozens of the best shots, in- 
dud iq  the sharp 1971 view a h  of Ismet's Dimona Nuclear 
Facility, a center off h i t s  to  international inspectors and 
thought to have d o a p  of nuclear weapons. The aging photos 
may have lost Long agg the power to change the course of histo- 
ry. But # b?ast?ky an tlC31N be seen by informed observen out- 
side the US. pmnm The iOROMA trove, says FAS1s john 
Pike, "is going to introduce a new standard of facticity to the 
public policy debate." 

* www.fas.org/irp 

The cellular powerhouses k n m  as mitochondria, which are the 
focus of this week's special issue (see p. 1475), offer clues to ev- 

+A go& starting point is MITO- 
MAP,* a database of genes and re- 
lated references set up to help re- 
searchers make use of the 
16,569-base human mitochondri- 

al genome, sequenced in 1 9 8 1 4  
mere snippet compared, t a  t bq  

3-billion-base nuclear &nome. Offering a glimpse of h w  the 
Human Genome Project might one day be put to use, the site is 
also an archive for DNA variations, or potymorphisms, that 
sometimes underlie disease. For example, l g s e h  studying a 
patient with a mutation in her m i t o c ~  DWk can type in 
the sequence and get back a list of mfkenees f&rtW to MMhe) 
that might tell them which diseases the mLlta&m is associated 
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VrittL and whether it's common in a partrtmlar ethnic group. The 
site wrw holds mo? than 2200 references, says co-curator Marie 
tott d Emory University in Atlanta. 

MFTCWAPzalso gives a rundown of other major mitochondria 
dtes, id* a tutorial, sites on mitodPondrid dise*, and a 
pr@ein dg#iS~e, And it Lists the 95 complete mitochondria1 
gewmes W W w s  organisms in GenBank. 

* ~ . ~ o r y . e d u l m i t o m a p h t m l  

COOL IHASES 

Pkmt.ry hmenion 
Give a ccmpW guy stme data, and yau ju* might turn 
him into an .- nut  Fhafs what ~appenecl to Calvin j.. 
Hamtlton, an image-processing 
expert h b  stqrted playhg. 
around with raw W A  h; 
1993 and was hqdied to~cmW 
Views of the War' ~yst:em*~@f 
Web site that &&rs a "vi 
multimedia aduentwe 
ing the sun, ptam$s, 
comets, asteroids, a d  
The site is packed Yvith 
and movies: f p ~ m  a 
Eyropa's innards, ta 
that take you road 
othe~worldly mountain ~~ to Wii p t t y  image of Sat- 
urn's rings (one of many that W b n  made himself). "Views" 
atso offers background info on the planets, a giossary, and a smat- 
tering of space exploration history. 

* spaceart.com/solar 

HOT PICKS 
Dr. Online. A flood of medical info awaits you at Medscape, a free 
ite offering online textbooks, drug data, updates on joumal arti- 

s, daily repotts from conferences, and much more, including 
' v d  sires on topics such as AIDS and women's health. bc- 

a higher profile for the 4-year-dd sibe: Its new edii-inihief b 
is nane other than George Lundbmg, erftwhite e d i i  of the Jwr- 
nal of the AmeFican MedkalAsscx?iation. www.medscape.com 

Vi ' 14 hilt. ttching to know what's being said on Capitd Hill 
budgets or policy in your research weat I f  the 

a House Sciice C o r n m i  hearing, you can now listen 
live Webcasts at www.hwse.gov/sience/welcome.htm 

ThcKs unbound Once relegated to dusty library stacks, doctor- 
are getting broader exposure as their authors 

on electronic Weti archives. This site, run by an aca- 
that's promoting the idea, links to thesis 

or so uniwsitlies. www.theses.og 




