
according to season; calculations from the 
breeding communities reveal high indexes 
(3): species diversity, 3.58; species richness, 
17: and kilometric abundance. 179.7. Sub- 
stantial populations of wood mice, rabbits, 
and house mice and small colonies of hares. 
cottontails, and foxes living in the park are 
useful biological reagents for risk assess- 
ment because of their long-term exposure 
to TCDD. We studied gross morphology 
features that are endpoints of the action of 
xenoestrogen-like molecules such as 
TCDD, even at doses below those that exert 
maternal effects (4). In fetuses (16 rabbits, 
38 house mice) and newborns (9 and 17), 
we found no signs of TCDD action. The 
number of corpora lutea in pregnant fe- 
males did not differ significantly fiom the 
number of living implants plus reabsorp- 
tions (which were very low and similar to 
those of the control animals). Male rewo- 
ductive organs and the germ cells cytodif- 
ferentiative process were regular in 9 rab- 
bits and 2 1 house mice: there were no lacu- 
na between Sertoli and gonia cells and no 
vacuolization of Sertoli cytoplasm; the cell 
number and composition of the stages of 
the seminiferous epithelium cycle resulted 
in a regular histological architecture; a 
sperm morphology (mutagenic) test was 
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not significant; the sperm aneuploidy rate 
was not significant; and the sperm comet 
assay (5) showed DNA comets (in a low 
percentage, 3 to 4%, as in the controls), 
with a length more like that of the control 
sperm than that of the sperm radiated at a 
final dose of 8 rad. The number of bone- 
marrow micronucleated polychromatic ery- 
throcytes (MPCEs) per 1000 PCEs (a muta- 
genic test) was never higher than 0.74 + 
0.27 in any experimental group. The overall 
view of our Seveso park findings suggests 
that the biological risk for TCDD does not 
differ significantly fiom that of other parks. 
This conclusion is supported by the TCDD 
liver concentrations of the animals caught 
in the park (4.3 * 0.4 versus 7.2 * 2.9 
picograms per gram of fat and 29.5 * 13.8 
versus 41.3 * 9.5 for Seveso versus controls 
in rabbits and house mice, respectively). 
The successful recovery of the 43-hectare 
area by the foundation of an urban park 
suggests Seveso as a study model for 
restoration ecology. 
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CORRECTIONS A N D  CLARIFICATIONS 

In the NetWatch item "Irish lass invents 
crypto code" (29 Jan., p. 599). the third, 
fourth, and fifth sentences of the second 
paragraph should have read, "Like RSA, Flan- 
nery's code is a public key method-part of 
the key is public, rather than kept secret by 
the two people using it--and hinges on the 
difficulty of factoring the product of two 
large prime numbers. But Flannery uses such 
products to encode a message using a differ- 
ent algorithm from RSA, one that involves 2- 
by-2 matrix multiplication. This approach is 
faster than RSA at higher security levels, 
Flannery says." 

Are a looking to isolate mRNA from precious, Micro-sized samples? Take a closer look.. . 
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