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usual mixture of sources: CAS, the Ministry a new institute, t any layers of bureau- 
of Science and Technology (MOST), and the merit-based, and there had to be steady cracy. Wu, in turn, says that Poo's participa-, 
Shanghai municipal government. Most strik- support," says Poo. The government's re- tion made it an easy selL "The proposal came 
ing of all, however, is the government's sponse to the proposal, submitted this sum- from a world-renowned neuroscientist," he 
commitment to a hands-off management mer, came with unprecedented speed. CAS notes, "which greatly increased its chances of 
policy: The institute can recruit throughout officials liked the idea but didn't have suffi- success." Marc Caron, a Howard Hughes Med; 
China and can set its own administrative cient resources to bankroll it. So govern- ical lnstitute investigator at Duke University, 
policies on everything from ordering ment officials created a calls Poo "a superstar, scientifically," and Cah 
supplies and equipment to letting new administrative enti- Shatz, an HHMl investigator at the University 
grad students burn the midnight oiL ty that allowed them to of California, Berkeley, notes that Poo's "tal- 

"The vice premier [Li Lan-qing] invite other partners. ent and energy level will be a real shot in the 
promised us that people would have MOST and Shanghai city arm for Chinese neuroscience." 
complete freedom to move," says Lu, quickly joined the team. Poo olans to spend 3 months a year in Chi- 
41, who heads the synaptic plasticity na and to leave day- 
unit at NIH's National Institute of to-day scientific 
Child Health and Human Develop- -, operations in the 
ment "It's also important that scien- hands of a strong 
tkt~ set the rules." deputy. He says the 

Although the new instit@ will be government's pledge 
run strictly on merit, its origins rest on of 10 years' support 
old~TheideaforajointlabcamefromYi "In addition to  allows plenty of 
Ra0,aneurobidogistatWngtonUnMity the increased time to build up the 
in S t  Louis, Missouri, and Lu's colleague at funding, the sta- institute. He's also 
Shanghai Medical UnMi .The  third partner, tus gives us a lot confident that its 
Lin Mei of the University of Virginia. Char- more freedom," track record-rnea- 
lottesville, is a former colleague of Linyi sured in top-flight 
of the Shanghai brain -nstihrte, who journal publications 
the lab. The success of that colla 
the brain institute's director, neu 
Wu Chi-ping, to ask 
creating a Western-style 
brought in Poo, his mentor in 
Columbia University and a 
the mechanisms of synaptic 
tivation, to draw up a proposaL jing that was co-chaired by Lu and Wu. our footstep2 

Poo knew what he wanted. "It had to be Mei credits Wu with shepherding the new With reporting by Li Hui in Beijing. 
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support filnctions \\.ill be spun off. Outside 
companies are expected to take o\.er such 
nonrescarcl~ sen ices as transportation. and a 
separate office is planned to handle state is- 
sues such as Cotnm~tnist Party affairs. trade 
union ~netnbership. and family planning. In- 
stitutes would no longer pro\-ide apartments 
or mcdical care for their employees. although 
they \vould still partially subsidize the cost of 
housing and health insurance. 

CAS plans to appoint the dircctors of all 
the ne\v tiiegafiicilitics as \\.ell as the heads 
of indi\.idual institutes. But it is treading 
carefully around a proposal to create an out- 
side board of directors that \vould set broad 
policy for the Shanghai academy and ser\.e 
as a liiodel for other clusters. "The go\.ern- 
Inent needs to think it o\.er. and that takes 
time." says CAS's Yan. noting that the pro- 
posal in\.ol\.es the use of state assets. 

But time is a precious commodity. The 
go\.ernment grant co\.crs only the first of a 
scheduled three phases of reform through 
2010. And finding for the rest of the restruc- 
turing depends on a succcssfUl transition to a 
more producti\e. merit-based systelu of man- 
aging research. Dcng knolls that tlie clock is 
ticking and that his youth and lack of scien- 
tific stature arc. sccn as disad\.antages. But he 
be1iei.e~ his 10 !.ears' experience as a manag- 
er has prepared him for the task. 

"Good scientists do not necessarily make 
good administrators." lie says. "To enlilen re- 
search. the most important thing is to allo\\. a 
freer mobility of rcscarchers. And 1 promise to 
make that happen in tny institute." -LI HUI 
Li Hui writes for China Features in Beijing. - 
Which Jefferson 
Was the Father? 
The claim that Tliomas Jefferson fathered at 
Icast one child by his sla1.e Sally He~nings got 
a big boost in credibility last November nhen 
scientists publis11i.d some stunning new data. 
A U.S. pathologist and a group of prominent 
European molecular biologists announced in 
.Ycrtlrrv tliat thcv had found DNA seauences 
in the Y chromosome of the Jef- 
ferson family that matched DNA 
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from tlie Hemings family. The finding set off 
a flood of neivs reports declaring that the 
third U.S. president had as tumo~cd  fiitlicrcd 
an illegitimate child b!. Sally Hemings. But 
no\\. the authors of fie report say the e\ idence 
for that is less than conclusive. 

In responding to letters in this \\.cek's is- 
sue of .Y(itlov. lead author Eugene Foster- 
a rctired pathologist in Charlottes\,ille. Vir- 
ginia-and co-authors make it clear that the 
data establish only that Thomas Jefferson 
\\.as one of se\,eral candidates for the pater- 
nity of Eston Hemings. Sally's fifth child. 
Ho\ve\.cr. thcy argue that. because Jefferson 
\\,as Hemings's o\\.ner and lked \\.ith hcr at 
the Monticello plantation outside Char- 
lottc.s\~illc. "the si~iiplcst esplanation" is that 
he \\.as indeed the father. 

Mean\vhile. the Jefferson data ha\.c. taken 
on a political spin. Reed Irvine. director of 
the conscr\.ativc organization .4ccuracy in 
Media. based in Washington. D.C.. claims 
that the news media purposefi~lly distorted 
the results of Foster's study. In his current 
nelvsletter. Irvine says the ne\vs \\.as rc- 
leased \vith "impeccable timing" to gi\.e 
cotiifort to President Bill Clinton on the e\ e 
of the U.S. national elections last So\.cmber. 
Ir\.ine thinks that journalists used the report 
to suggest that Jefferson "also had a prob- 
lem \\.ith sex." thereby minimizing Clinton's 
af'fair \vith Monica Lc\\.insk!.. 

Foster describes the conspiracy theory as 
"ridic~~lous." but he and his colleag~tes de- 
cided he says. tliat they needed to respond 
publicly to se\.eral other points madc by crit- 
ics. One of these is Herbert Barger of Fort 
Washington. Maryland. a genealogist and 
husband of a Jefferson family dcsccndant. 
He helped locate li\.ing members of thc Jcf- 
fcrson family and pers~laded them to donate 
blood to the DN.4 study Kot onl>, did the 
autliors neglect to mention his help. Bargcr 
says. thcy completely ignored a pla~~sible  
theory he ad1.anci.d. 

Barger argues that the niost likcly fiithcr 
of Eston Hemings is not Thomas Jefferson. 
who was 65 at the time Eston \vas concei\.ed. 
but JeffersonS brother Randolph. 12 ycars his 
junior. ~vlio lived 20 miles anay. Othcr candi- 
dates. Barger suggests. are Randolph's sons. 
all of \\~honi li\.ed near Monticello. \.isitcd 
fi.0n.l t in~e to tinle. and had the same Y cliro- 
mosome as their father and ilncle. Barger 
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Paternity dispute. D N A  analysis ruled out Samuel and Peter Carr, but established that one of the 
Jeffersons was the father of Eston Hemings. 

See You in Court Six women-including a 
scientist and several technicians-say 
that Lawrence Livermore National Labora- 
tory discriminates against its 3000 female 
employees by paying them less than men 
and denying them promotions. On 23 De- 
cember, they filed suit in California state 
court against lab director C. Bruce Tarter 
and the Board of Regents of the University 
of California, which operates the nuclear 
weapons facility for the Department of 
Energy. "The regents and management at  
the lab have known about this problem 
for a very long time and have simply re- 
fused to take appropriate action," claims 
lead plaintiff Mary Singleton, a chemist 
who worked at Livermore for 22 years be- 
fore retiring in 1997. Lab officials aren't 
commenting on the suit, which will get a 
first hearing later this year. 

An AXAF By Any Other Name 
NASA has given its tongue- 
twisting Advanced X-ray Astro- 
physics Facility a more user- 
friendly name.The $2 billion 
space observatory, due t o  be 
Launched this spring, has been 
christened the Chandra X-ray Observa- 
tory, after the late University of Chicago 
astrophysicist and Nobel laureate Sub- 
rahmanyan Chandrasekhar.An Idaho 
high school student and a California 
teacher independently suggested the 
name, which means "moon" or "lumi- 
nous" in Sanskrit. 

Tritium t o  Go Some researchers and 
arms control advocates aren't happy 
with Energy Secretary Bil l  Richardson's 
decision to use two commercial nuclear 
power plants to  produce the tritium gas 
needed t o  keep U.S. nuclear weapons po- 
tent. On 22 December, Richardson an- 
nounced plans t o  start producing tritium 
by 2005, if needed, a t  the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority's (TVA's) Watts Bar and Se- 
quoyah plants in Tennessee.The plants 
would rebuild the U.S. stockpile, which 
has been dwindling by 5% per year since 
production ended in 1988. But critics say 
the move undermines a long-standing 
policy against using civilian reactors t o  
make military materials. It also dashed 
the dreams of some scientists, who had 
hoped Richardson would reopen a moth- 
balled research reactor in Washington 
state or build a new linear accelerator in 
South Carolina (Science, 4April 1997, p. 
28). Richardson said that the TVA facili- 
ties were the cheapest option and would 
allow the government to  buy tritium on 
an as-needed basis. 
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