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resisted A U ~ Sattempts to cut by half the 
numberof scientificsedcms-md. bv imlica-
tion,ctiminishthe stature of the &&alAcom-CNRS ResearchersTake Up the ~ i - ~ ~
recmhat andeduation of -ha. 

Underlying the protest are years of smol-FightAgainstAllegre'sReforms deringdissatisfactionwiththeconditionsfor 
doinrr research in France, including stamant 
re-h budgets which,'in the fa& oflever 

PARIS-Ever since taking the ate closer ties between the rising research costs, have made it more and 
post of France's research minis- CNRS, the universities, and more difficult for scientists to keep their 
ter in June 1997, geochemist industry-and the research labs running. But Allbgre fanned the flames 
ClaudeAll* has made no se- ministry's representative at the with what many see as a heavy-handed at-
cret of his intention to reform meeting was nearly booed off tempt to use the CNRS to solve the chronic 
the CNRS, France's giant basic the stage when he attempted weakness of French university research. 
research agency. Since the re- to defend the reforms. Although 90% of CNRS labs are al-
form bandwagon began rollmg CNRS researchers began ready associated with universitiesand other 
2 months ago, CNRS scientists mobilizing last October, after research partners, there is a widespread 
have been demanding a nation- physicist Edouard Brkzin, fear among researchers that forcing the re-
al debate on the issue, which president of the CNRS's exec- maining labs to go this route is a first step 
AllCge has s~~ refused. utive board, unveiled proposed toward making the CNRS subservient to 
Now, researchers have taken Prc iateur? Research changes in the agency's the universitieea suspicion reinforced by 
matters into their own hands. M ~ I ~ I . ~ ~ClaudeAll&gre. statutes drafted in collabora- a provision in the revised statutes that 
On 14 December, the CNRS's tion with Allb- would put the agency under 
national commitUtmade up of more than gre and his staff.The changes the authority of the education 
800 researchers from all over the country, would require all CNRS labs ministry as well as the re-
representing the agency's 40 scientific sec- to associate with partners in search ministry. (Although 
tiom-flocked to Paris to confiont the min- universities, industry, or other these functions are joined in 
ister's proposals head-on. research agencies (Science, 

I 
one ministry under the current 

The gathering, which took place in the 23 October, p. 607). They government, they have often 
city's ornate House of Chemistry, was his- would also give Brkzin and been split under previous gw-
toric: The national committee has met only the executive board greater emments.) Many researchers 
four times in full plenary session since its control over CNRS's scientif-

I 
believe that the university sys-

creation in 1945, and this was the first time ic direction, a move widely tem-which has no real re-
it met at the request of the researchers seen as an attempt to weaken search strategy of its own-
themselves. Like many events in French the authority of physicist cannot hold up its end of a re-
history, the daylong meeting had its share CatherineBWgnac, CNRSS search partnership. "The last 
of fieworks. Many scientists heatedly at- director-general. Indeed, ear- ow profile. CNRS D i M w - place to put research in France 
tacked Allbgre's plan-which seeks to cre- lier this year, Bkhignac had G e n e r d C a t h e r i n e ~ i  is in the universities," says 

physicist Harry Bernas, who 
200- - - works in a CNRS unit on the Orsay cam-

I pus of the University of Paris. "They 
180. 1 can't cope with it. The French university -

B) system is straightout of Kafka." P 
pl60 
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I Despite the tense atmosphere, Brk- 2 
a 
c chignac opened last Monday's national $ 
0 140-
0) 

committee meeting on a conciliatory $ 
3120-

I note. "Our [research] minister, with the ; 
c 7 brusque manner that we all know ... has 2 
0)2 loo4 told us to get moving, and he is right," 8 
t! -I she said.Although Br6chignachad lately $ 
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I / I 
-1 been keeping a low profile after oppos- 2 

I , ing Allbgre's earlier reform efforts, she $ 
60 had given her tacit approval for the 2 
1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 meeting to take place. But other speak-

ers took a harsher line, warning against & 
No-growthfunds. Support for CNRS lab research (in constant francs) has remained stagnant despite tying the CNRS too tightly to the 
economic expansion. universities. Nobel physics laureate 8 
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too heavy.'' A d  Henri+Waard Audier, a 4$m chemist at the %ole & # y t w  new 
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