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munologist and marketing manager for Dicta- 
gene, a small biotech company in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. Even the high-minded may have 

Most btotecn com- trouble discerning any dothing on the pair ... but Humans and chimps appear 
panies hawk their that's not the point The ad's message is not sex, to  have in common about 
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) with other species would be 

First came the self-cleaning used to study the sun's corona, 
oven. NOW comes an even more Sunbath f~ fiery plumes, and other features, 
stellar achievement: a self- SOHO we i:zd5G-4.z5has '$* produced spectacular images 
scouring telescope. ,",-.?-+-?since SOHO's launch in 1995. But 

When the $1 billion Solar and 
+ L<--;";--' - Jit had been increasingly plagued 

Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) spun out of by blurring contaminants such as frozen water 
control and lost power last June, astronomers vapor and hydrocarbon residues. When SOHO 
feared that extreme heat and cold would ruin was disabled, however, the craft flipped on its 
its sensitive instruments. They imagined metal side, placing its solar panels edge-on toward the 
bands around lenses contracting untit the sun.That bathed the telescope in constant sun- 
glass cracked, and soldered wires melting in Light, heating it to more than 30 degrees Cel- 
the sun's unrelenting glare. But after scientists sius. It looks like the contaminants "got baked 
miraculously recaptured the craft in Septem- out of the instrument," says SOHO scientist' 
ber, they were amazed to find that the instru- Joe Curman of NASA's Coddard Space Flight 
ments had not only survived but that one so- Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. This "curing," 
phisticated telescope is working better than which he says "seems to be long-term," has 
before the accident. improved the scope's sensitivity by 60% over 

The Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope, its preaccident performance. 

helpful t o  put the chimp- 
bwman overlap in perspec- 
tive for their students. An- 
thropologist Peter Frost of 
Lava1 University in Sainte 
Foy, Quebec, contributed 
this list. Cytochrome C is a 
stable protein whose gene is 
thought t o  mutate-and 
lead to a change in one of 
the protein's 104 amino 
acids-at a constant rate 
wer the millennia. Its sub- 
stitutions, Frost says, "corre- 
late very well with DNA 
substitutions," so his table 
may give a rough index, for 
example, of our dogginess- 

SLAC Chief Steps Down may Next be Linear tied Cdlider, to those a of giant the 30- , , 

Burton Richter, director of the SLAC's projects, Richter s h  I to 5Gkilometer-long accelerator 
Stanford Linear Accelerator Cen- the Nobel Prize in physics for still in the planning stages, 
ter (SLAC), announced the discovery of the which labs all over the world are 
last week that he will charm quark in 1976. competing to have in their back- 
be resigning the post As diredor he put yards. Wchter, "infin'ltely smart 
next August. After 15 some bends in SLAC's and infinitely persuasive," would 
years at the helm, "it'. liriear accelerator, have enhanced sLAC'S chances . 

time for a new team transforming it into a in this competition, says long- 
to take over," says m o ~ e  powerful ma- time deague George Trilling, a 
Richter, 67. "1 could chine that could col- physicist at the Un'mity of 
start some new pro- 

. ... Ude electrons and California, Berkeley. 
jects, but I wouldn't be & . a , positrons head-on. Who will fill Richter's size-15 
able to see them 




