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Maternal Investment in
Human Brain Growth

Regarding the energy requirements of the
evolving human brain and maternal in-
vestment (A. Gibbons, “Solving the
brain’s energy crisis,” Research News, 29
May, p. 1345), a well-nourished Western
woman stores one-quarter of her body
weight, about 16 kilograms, as fat, equiva-
lent to 144,000 calories, by the time she
completes her growth at age 18 (/). This
caloric store is sufficient for a pregnancy
to term (50,000 calories) (2) and about 3
months of lactation after birth (about 1000
calories a day) (3), a period of rapid brain
growth. The most rapid fat storage occurs
(4) during the years of the adolescent
growth spurt up to menarche.
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Typographical Error

We have identified a novel receptor-ligand
interaction between the cytokine osteopon-
tin and the homing receptor CD44 through
studies of cells that stably expressed CD44
(Reports, 26 Jan. 1996, p. 509) (I). Recent

correspondence from several colleagues re-
garding the splice variants of CD44 that are
necessary for this interaction has alerted us
to a typographical error in footnote 17 of
our original publication. The CD44 com-
plementary DNA that was used for trans-
fection contained exons 7-10 (not exons
7v-10v, as stated), which corresponds to
splice variants 3-6 (3v—6v). Although our
report did not address whether the standard
form of CD44 (which lacks variant exons)
also binds osteopontin, subsequent analyses
suggest that this is not the case (2).
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

Robert Service's 25 September News of the
Week article “A biomolecule building block
from vents” (p. 1936) incorrectly identified
Robert Hazen as the lead author of the
study that was described. Jay A. Brandes
conceived and directed the investigation.

In Joseph Alper’s article "Assembling the
world’s biggest library on your desktop” (News
Focus, 18 Sept., p. 1784), Usama Fayyad and
Susan Dumais should have been identified as
senior researchers in the Decision Theory and
Adaptive Systems group at Microsoft Research.
In the letter "Solution to a conservation prob-
lem?" (18 Sept., p. 1805}, a co-author’s name
was inadvertently omitted. The name of
William von Hippel in the Department of Psy-
chology at Ohio State University, Columbus,
OH 43210, USA, should also have appeared.
The ScienceScope piece “Societies leap Into
California standards fray” (4 Sept., p. 1425) in-
correctly stated that the American Astronomi-
cal Society (AAS) supported the Scientists’
Standards Project, a group hoping to revise Cal-
ifornia’s proposed science standards. Rather, in
its own letter to the State Board of Education,
the AAS’s Astronomy Education Board urged
“careful reconsideration” of the standards.

In the response to the letter “Populations as
‘species-in-waiting’?” (26 June, p. 2031), the
names of co-authors Gretchen Daily and
Paul Ehrlich should have appeared (p. 2033)
after the name of Jennifer Hughes. All are in
the Department of Biological Sciences at
Stanford University.
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