
NETWATCH 
edited by JOCELYN KAISER 

N E ~ Z J S - ~ ~  di' a natural h n f s  slide show and quiz---and Defense Department 

lnternet Hazardous to satellite links for meteorology buffs to vicariously track hurri- 
canes and wildfires. Given all this, it's perhaps no surprise that 

Social Health? unique computers a year. I 
The first study of how the Internet affects people's social lives COOL l m AG E S 
has Pwnd that it's lonely out there in cyberspace. Despite the 
~c t ' s  use as a means of communication, spending time online Sluggish Beautie- 
appeared to make participants more depressed as their face-to- This curious creature plying the 
face social interactions dwindled. warm waters off the Philippines 

Psychologist Robert Kraut's team at Camegie Mellon University is a nudibranch, or sea slug (the 
in P i i r g h  installed computers with free lnternet connections feathery appendage is its gill). 
for 169 people in 73 previously unwired households. The group The Blue Dorid, as its species 
used software to track each person's hours online. Over the next 1 (Hypsellodoris bullock4 is known, 
to 2 years, the researchers inte~ewed participants about their in- was photographed by pilot Jef- 
teractions with family and friends and measured their feelings of frey Jeffords, who calls nud i - 

branchs "probably the most beau- 
tiful creatures in the ocean." Cer- 
tainly they're among the most 

friends, and scored higher on dapression tests-ewn when they diverse-members of the phy- 
were online as littie as 1 to 4 hours a week. This suggests that lum Mdlusca, nudibranchs num- 
the social interactions Beopte haw through e-mail and other +r over 3000 species in aU shapes 
forms of lnternet communication don't make up for the lo$%, - a d  coh.You can see 135 stun- 
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sics, and ice and 
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