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Capomti~a~mpmfit that - E-rate.The inithtbe, funded 1 ' 

Computerized Cosmos by phone companies and launched Lart January, intends to provide -- - , schools withbargain digital wiring, telecommunications service, , 

No, it's not a Rorxhach test This wispy blob, perated by o m  . and lntemet access, and will be handing out discounts on dl three " 

percomputer at  Cornell University, maps the universe's ternpee:- ranging from 2096 to 90%. But in June, in response to phone co@? b.,, . , : 
ture-more than 8000 pany amcems, the federal Communications Commission cut the f. : 
cubic megaparsecs wwth ' _  E-rate budget from $2.25 billion to less than $1.4 billion for 1998. 

' 

. 
'of the universe, that is. The rswlt d be a big setback for xhod districts that are : ' ' 

Jt's part of a gallery of not poor enough to receive the maximum diioum from E-rate ,, ,,, 
dozens of stunning simu- but lack the means to raise money for internal wiring, the only . [ 
lations provided by the service provided to pooresf schools first, says Michdle Richards, 
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Grand Ctdenge Cosmd- 
' ogy Consortium, an eight- 

institution, byear project 
that unites computers 
and cosmology in the 
study of the universe's 
evolution. From early star S I T E  RCY,a"llll , , .  
formations to  violent 
galactic cdtlsions to dark ~ene-~unters  ~ e n t h i ~  . p. :. , 

matter's tendency to  I Eight years old and gdn# strong thc effort to map the human , 
dump together m r  time, genmeismofthemostambitiousxientifkprole&severunder- 
the images have 'revdutionized our wderstanding" of the universe, taken. Those i tchi i  to leam more &out it will RRd a delugk of in- , 
says site designer M i i  Norman, an astronomer at the National formation at the Deparbnent of Energy's project site, desiepled to 
Center for Supercomputing Applications. zeus.naa.uiuc.edu:8080/ attract wery~le from seasawl researhen to high school stu- 
GC3-Home-Page.htm1 dents. One big 6aw for s c h W s  h a m h n i d  section with ab- 

'ROT P1;CltS 
.t- If you thought that anatomy t d x x k  bare 

To see the delicate insides of animals, plants, and 
starkly reproduced by magnetic temance imaging, tap are sbted0 oomedim 

of in vivo microscopy. With the click of a in Othbe~ 
mouse, you can even watch lungs at work wwwdvm.mc.duke.edu 

TQ dm p o k  Did Richard Byrd really fly his airplane 
r the North Psh in 1926, as he daimed? The Byrd 

Center documents this controversy 
esotherpdarissws.aswdlasputtingout editor of Muma, Gencwr, 

Sheets" newsletter and maintaining an exten- News, which is posted 
of polar-related links. www-bp~.mps. on the site. With that 

goal in mind, the site has ohio-state.edu 
expanded t o  include a 

in thr ruarlrr Most robotics projects focus only on imitat- student primer on mo- 
senses and motor abilities. But MlT's Cog Project lecular genetks arnd a li- 
realm altogether-it's working to construct Cog brary of artides ccruaring 

whose intdligence may one day shed light on ethical legal, and social issues. And 
our own. www.ai.mitedu/projectr/cag. heads spinning can rest assured. Mansfldd's team of dentists an- , 

~everyquest ionf rom~evis i ta ts  . - I 
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School wiring Program snarled 
Wth Labor Day and xhod days fast approaching, thousands of 
classrooms that had hoped to get wired to the Internet this sum 
mer will haw to stick to teaching by the book for at least a 
while longer. An innovative national program called E-rate b. 
struggling to diwy up s h e  curbed funds to more than 30,000 
applicants, induding school districts, individual public and private 
schools, and public libraries. 

In the increasingly Web-based world, only a quarter of all 
schools have Internet access, says Jodie Buenning, deputy director 
of outreach and communications for the Schools and Libraries 
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