
S C I E N C E ' S  C O M P A S S  

Congratula- 
tions! Your 
ww format is 
logical, mer- 

'Wendly, and posi- 
.$iye1y enticing. 

The revised indexing 
with co@om to re- 
lated articles is great, 
as is the highlighting 
of special features. 
Thank you for a 

' :> MMsA 
F e d 4  Way, WA 9$t3~&f LO; USh E-mail: 

lacchaoscsmsasamc3~is&oftbe 
. p r i n t ~ a n ~ l U l & ~ t ,  

~ i t ~ m c r r e ~ A \ a r g ~ u p !  

It's re*, mally nice, the new hk. 
-Rubbr 

Department of Medieioe, Em 
VAMC-151. Iksltu, U 30DU 8 E - m @  jm 
W O Z m . e d u  

C 0 ~ ~ 0 n s  on tbe new look. I appre- 
ciate expjtoded news and opinion cate- 
gories; more is better. A&&, plain 
hnguageusageisamsjorpPus. 

Youve really blown it this time. Mot aruy 
i s t h e a e w a n d p g m s i w ~ a p W  
from 1978, but it smpcks of c 

daily basis fnna* p 1 w , s f w .  
TheW~wtgbeBis f~0 l l rmrm~-  
w same ~ ' ~ ~ i 9 n  06 be amtoged 
Saadiff~torder.  

wcoopa 
kripps Research Institute. 10550 Ndrth Torrey 
Pines doad La Jolla, CA 92037, USA. E-mail: - 
Go back to your old format! We are &- 
tists, not mhr$mi "-" with short 
~ s p a n s t h a t d a k ~ p e o p l e  
~etheworldisaztsdeof.  -- 
E-mail. deisinge@ceit-sdence.aa 

Miirkkg The National M q s  of 
Health, the Natianel 

c.u(br naatic8 a d  
Sclsnee ishpttion,theNati~Wscl. 
'ence: F d w  d the En*-a 
PEOtection Agency together make up 
than 2.5% of the federal budget, How, 
then, i s  it possible, as implied ia "U.8. 
RsiD b*tt ttemms p 0 l W  f&&" 

~ t f i e n a x t S y e a r s ~ a n & O r d -  
able and politically viable course for 
ckmgrem to adopt. It is incumkt on the 
sciencb c o m m w  to make this m e  to 
their elect4 q r e s w t h m  d fellow cit- 
izens without apology rmd wli.rb60tdefay. 

)rkgr- 
President, ResearehlAwrica, 9QB K i  Street, 
Suite 400E,ALocandria,VA 22314, USA 

A method for the synthe- 

)i3hcthsr sis of diamond by reaGtion 
of sodium with carbon 

tekmhlmide was described by Y. Li, Y. 
qisaa, EE, L h *  Y. Din& L. Ymg, C. Xu, E 
Li, and G. Zhm fibports, 10 W, p. 246). 
Rcadenr&~repc~t'etw,Jdbecnvarethat 
mixtwrs of sdhm and d n  tetmchlo- 
ride art ~xceediogly dangerous. After 
~ f o a a ~ p e r i o d p f ~ t b e r e -  
action pro&#s -are aeck-sensitive and 
highly explbsive. Details of this reaction 
and other references oaa be found, in 
Hrmcibook Qfkwtive Chewtical Hau&, 
by L. BiWb&k @ ~ t t ~ ~ ~ ~ r t h s ,  LO&& - 
ed. 3,1985) on 1317. Any mhae of 
halogenatd hydmarbons and alW met- 
als should be treated with p a t  caution. 

John C.&W 
Chemical Enghehg Dep&ment, Can Wcsterir 
Reserve University, Ckwhd, OH 44106-7217, 
USA E-rnaikjca3@po.m.edu - 
Angps points out that the dxtm of CCb 
andMais dangenws, We are appmtm . . 
of his adviee. 'I'his iaforntation can be 
fopnd &"two handbook$ ( I ) ,  &at giw: ex- 
ampl61( of mktms in open gbassanup: ves- 
d s ,  where more CCL contacts with Na 
for a relatively long time. 

3naur~(2) ,~&ed0uttbe1.eac-  
lianathigb~inanautoclavethatcau . 
sustain400atm.Itodytaltesafewminutes 
t o p u t C C l , a n d N a k b ~ . W e s t a t e d ,  
"An appmpriate amm&ofCX&(S ml) and 
anaroessofmadNa(20g)wxeputintor 
*steel* of50-ml capac&y.... 
T h e a u b d a v e w a s ~ O r r 7 o 0 0 C h  
48ho\lrs..."(2,p24@- 

As the mati* d e d  out, the mdecu- 

I 
k w e i g h t o f ~ ~ r a p i d l y u n -  
ti1 an OgCw9sformedEx~ 
of Na @mation of C. TBis pro- 
cess did not,iacrQase pmxe inside the 
zwtoc18ye. As ubaWaf+be reaction was 

I 




