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firmed that it will be headed by Steven 
Brim, a former biotech researcher at Pioneer 
Hi-Bred Intemathnal in Johuston, Iowa, and 
will focus on plant genomics. 

Observers are expecting a big payoff from 
both vemms. Somerville, who has seen the 
St. Louis group's business plan, notes that 
each of the 15 prmapal investigators will get 
370 square meters of lab space: "Tbat's pretty 
big." Indeed, he suggests the center could one 
day rival the John Innes Center in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, at 100 research groups the 
heavyweight among plant science institutes 
worldwide. Says Somerville, "I would call 

stage one." - ~ o c a r n ~ ~ a w  

Epidemiologist Named 
CDC Director 
Jeffrey Koplan, an epidemiologist now 
working with a private company, has been 
chosen to head the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). Donna Sha- 
lala, secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, m o u n d  the choice 
lOJulyatCDC'shea&mkminAtlmta.The 
event was "somtbg of a horn& cel- 

ebration," says at- = tendee James Cur- 
ran, public health 
school dean at 
Emory University, 
because Koplanhas 
spent most of his 
careeratCDC. 

The CDC direc- 
torship has been 

H vaoant since Feb- 
~ary-thepre- 

Full cirds Koplan spent vious chief, David 
2 decades at CDC. Satcher, left to be- 

come the U.S. Sur- 
geon General under Shalala. Koplan will 
take charge of both CDC and the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry on 5 
October and is declining comment until 
then. No Senate wnflnnation is required. 

Koplan, 53, is currently president of 
Prudential Insurance Co.'s cenkr for h d &  
care research in Atlanta, which studies the 
costs and outcomes of health services. Be- 
fore taking this private-sector job, he spent 
2 decades rising through the ranks at 
CDC-from field researcher in the Epi- 
demic Intelligence Service to assistant sur- 
geon general, becoming in 1989 the first 
director of CDC's national center for 
chronic disease prevention and health pro- 
motion. According to health researchers, 
Koplan played a key role in devising an 
AIDS monitoring network in 1982 to 1984 
and led an initiative to prevent breast and 
cervical cancer in the 1980s. 

"He's a terrific choice," says Curran, 
who admires KopWs professionalism and 
"scientific depth." Mohammad Akhter, di- 
rector of the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation in Washmgbn, D.C., also says he's 
"delighted" with the selection, calling Kop 
Ian a pmclical leader who k n m  how to ad- 
mceideasthroughthebureaucracy. 

Others are more cautious. F'ublic health 
leader D. A. Henderson of Johns Hopkins 
University notes that, although Kaplan has a 
great record and is "very capable," he will 
also need great leadeship skills to reinvigo- 
rate CDC. Henderson b@eves CDC has be- 
come "parochial" and needs nudging to 
''open up" to outside ideas. Infdous dis- 
eases researcher Barry Bloom, recently 

says Alexei Stambinsky, an expert on gravi- 
tational theory and a cmesponw member 
of the RAS. "Physicists will be extremely 
upset by this move," says Roald Sagdeev, a 
former head of Moscow's Institute of Space 
Research who is now a physics professor a1 
the University of Maryland, College Park. 

RASofficialssaytheyaresimplycarry- 
ing out a resolution passed by the academy's 
presidium in 1992. The resolution created a 
new publishing company, dubbed MAIK 
N&jointlyclwnedby RAS andU.S.-based 
Pleades Publishing, and it stipulated that the 
translation and publication of all RAS scien- 
WIC periodicals in English should be wn- 
centrated at MAIK Nauka. By this year, 
MAIKNaukgwaspuMishrngallbutsixof 

named dean of ~arvard-University's Sch&l m o ~  than 80 RAS Iournals that are trimslat- 
of Public Health, also notes that CDC has ed into Enghh. Those s i x 4  Jounal of 
been slighted in recent federal budgets and Experimental and Theoretical Physics 
needs a strong politid champion. Koplan's (JETP), JEP Letters, Physics ofthe Solid 
ability in this area is mkskd, Bloom says. State, Semiconductors, Tehnical Physics, 

-EUQT MARSHAU and Technical Physics L9ters-m all being 

I 
published by AIP. An A n l l a  oqpkation 
for a number of learned societies in the P H Y S I C S  P U B L I S H I N G  

Russian Academy to physical sciences and asl~~nomy in the Unit- 
ed States, AIP has been publishing Fxglish- 

End Alp Joumab Deal? language versions of Russian physics jour- 
nals since 1955. 

Moscow-The socialist principles of the RAS officials m t t y  saw a chance to 
Soviet era long forgotten, the Russian bring these remaining journals into the a 
Academy of Sciences (RAS) is rapidly MAIK Nauka fold because the contracts for 
leaning 6 play hardball in its deahgs with JET and JET Letters come up for renewal 
the West. Over the past few months, the later this year, and the other four are due next 
RAS has threatened to end an agreement year. As the renmd deadlines approached, 
withthe Ame~icanMtate RAS @lared in a letter to AIP that 
of Physics (AIP), which t h e ) r d d w t b e r e n e w e d b ~ i s  
currentlytranslate.sanddis- the ffilfiUment of the decision of the 
tributes English-language RAS presidium," RAS vice president 
versions of several RAS 
physics journals, and in- 
steadpraducebrnnaost 
profitable journals in its 
own publishing company. 
During negotiations in RAS officials have 
M m  at th@ end of last 
month, the ma+my tolQ 
the AIP it could continue 
publishing the journals far 
justonemore yearifitin- t h e ~ ~ t h e s a l e s o f  
creasestheroyaltiesitpays just one of the six journal* 
to RAS by 50%. Russian ' JETP-was $1.69 million in 
journal staff claim that an co m i n 1996, of which $303,000 was 
agreement was reached on ham? English ver- paid as myalties to authors and 
those terms; ALP officials, sions may soon be pub- ,$70,000, or 4% of sales, was 
when c d  by Science, lished in Moscow. transferred to RAS. If AIP in- 
declinedtocomment. sists on the contracts being re- 

The move has dismayed some Russian newed on the same terms, Petrov argues, 
mearchers, who fear that without the inter- AIP would continue to profit "at the ex- 
national proffie and puMishing and distribu- pense of Russian intellectual  pro^.'' AIP 
tim e q m k  of the AIP, these prestigious declined to comment on the negotiations, 
jounmlswillsoonwi~"AssoonasAIP butAIPchiefMarcBrud&ysaidbeforethe 
dmppeashntheRussianpublhhgmar- Moscowtalksthat"weatAIParepudof 
ket, competitiveness will disappear as well our praductnre and mutually beneficial rela- 
and the situation might gnrw much wise," tions with all our [Russian] colleagues, in- 
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