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Nothing the Matter is, it needs to be subjected to 
With Antimatter Probe known amounts of particle born- I m a n y ' s  Biotech Juggernaut 1 

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL. 280 19 JUNE 1998 

as an press bardment assess just how 
rep0rts with the anti- l t ' ~  detecting* says NASA AMS 
matter exPerlment d~oard the Program manager Mark Sstllll. So 
space shuttle last week, NASA of- ~t will probably be flown to a par- 
fic~als ~nslst the controversial In- tlcle accelerator m Europe where 
smment funct~oned just fine European collaborators can call- 

~h~ ~ l ~ h ~  M~~~~~~~ brate a on the ground, he adds. ln 
spectrometer (AMS), the meantime, slstllll says, bun- 
as a sclentlflc centerpiece of the dreds of sclentlsts around the 
International Space Statlon, 1s world are hungry to get thelr 
des~gned to look for part~cles of hands on the 100 hours of data 

In yet another sign that Germany 1s overcoming its post-Hltler phobia 
about genet~c research officials have unvelled a new natlonal program 
to stimulate blotechnology At a New York press conference held on 16 
June, German Sc~ence Minlster Jurgen Ruttgers sa~d the program, 
called BloFuture, a intended to lure young scient~sts dolng cutting-edge 
research to set up groups at German research centers So far 200 re- 
searchers 10% of them non-Germans, have applled for grants from the 
150 million DM ($83 million) fund, which will subsidize them In Institutes 
that have space but can't afford to h~re them The f~rst of what will eventu- 
ally be 50 BloFuture recipients w~ll be announced In August 

- 

antlmatter left over from the blg tapes and start thelr needle-m-a- 
bang as well as lndlrect slgns of haystack search for antlmatter. help bulld the array of detectors, Hacker Hits DOE Lab 
"dark matter." Some experts, wh~ch would target very h ~ g h  en- Managers at the Stanford Llnear 
however, contend that the AMS Politics and ergy cosm~c rays, at sltes In Ar- Accelerator Center (SLAC) m 
1s unllkely to find ~ t s  quarry and Peer Review gentma and Utah But reports Callforn~a are scrambl~ng to make 
that the experiment, headed by Representatwe James Sensen- that the reviewers have settled the~r computers more secure after 
Nobel Pr~ze-wmnnmng MIT physl- brenner (R-WI) loves peer re- on a two-step approach, startlng a hacker penetrated the system. 

> vlew-except, apparently, when wlth Argentma, prompted the More than 2800 physlclsts 
B ~t favors a non-U.S. slte for a ma- letter from Sensenbrenner and a around the world who regularly 
2 lor sc~ent~fic facd~ty. Utah colleague, Representatwe log Into SLAC were locked out 
q Speaklng on 11 June to a Merr~llCook. from 3 to 9 June after the De- 

group of vlsltlng Korean sclence "We are concerned NSF may partment of Energy shut the 
offic~als, the chalr of the House propose fund~ng the Argentlne system off to outsiders wh~le  
Sclence Committee proclaimed portlon of the project wh~le de- the lab looked for damage "The 
that peer revlew was "the best ferr~ng to some future date, ~f at scary thlng was the potentlal 
way of fundlng sclence that I've all, constructlon of a slmllar de- for damage . . . that could have 
seen m my 20 years In the tector m Utah," they wrote. "We been ~ncalculable" In terms of 
House " But just 2 days earller, urge you to support simultaneous data loss and lnvaslon of per- 
he had wrltten an angry letter to constructlon of both observato- sonnel records, says SLAC 
NSF d~rector Neal Lane ask~ng rles " The letter also warns about spokesperson P. A Moore. 

Fit for the big time. AMS aboard Lane to overturn the judgment congressional concern over "the Another lab official suspects 
the space shuttle. of sc~ent~sts who rev~ewed the use of U.S. funds to support for- that the hacker sn~ffed out a 

proposed $100 m ~ l l ~ o n  Plerre elgn science." password used by a researcher m 
clst Samuel Tmg, has not under- Auger Cosm~c Ray Observato- NSF and DOE officials say no a country that prohlb~ts encryp- 
gone proper peer revlew (Same, ry-even before the results have declslon has been made but that tlon, such as France. T h ~ s  week 
29 May, p. 1339). been announced. the ~dea of bulldlng the observa- a task force was set up to figure 

The agency confesses to one A team led by Nobel laureate tory In two stages, startlng w ~ t h  out how to prevent a recur- 
gl~tch: The TV channel on the phys~clst Jlm Cronln of the Unl- Argentma, 1s on the table. Cron- rence. It's tr~cky, says Moore, 
shuttle Discovery that was sup- verslty of Ch~cago 1s seeklng In says he's "pleased" Sensen- "slnce we are an open research 
posed to transmlt data contmu- $15 mllllon from NSF and the brenner sent the letter and plans fac~llty," and creatlng barrlers 
ously dur~ng the fllght faded Department of Energy (DOE) to to contlnue fightlng for both sltes goes against that philosophy. 
shortly after launch. That pre- 
vented sclentlsts on the ground 
from gettlng the stream of real- 
tlme data they needed to call- 
brate and fine-tune the AMS. 
ne breakdown sowed confusion: 
Some press organs, such as the 
Orlando Sent'ne1' the 
experiment was "ru~ned," even as 
Tlng was saying everything was 
fine. The shuttle returned on 
schedule to Cape Canaveral on 
12 June after a 10-day orba. 

Because of the communlca- 
tlon breakdown, the Instrument 
st111 needs to be cahbrated-that 

Ag Research Windfall in Jeopardy 
A new program just approved by Congress to in- subcommittee's -1 -13.6 billiorr-was 
fuse $600 million Into agricultural now $150 mWHon WI&W than last year, m lawmbrers de- 
lOOks decidedly shaky: Last week. House bud- dded to raid the new program, partfy to aRting 
geteers *ped ib t999 'lkcabkn. ~ r e s e a r c h f u n d % . A l h o p e i s n o t ~ ~  

The a-n bill that passed both houses The Senate appmpriatSons committee last week let 
this sprig wwM ham albcatd $600 m K i  over 5 stand the full $120 million, so it could be restored 
ygars for a range of qricufhrd mm pro- the ,,,,,, - meet ta hammer out a - 
j&$ (w, 12 June, p. 1881). program was big. 
to be out of .food stamps it d i ~ l y  ~g yet b b  
require approptia8ors'appraval. Both S e n e t e a n d ~ ~ a l s o ~ a u t  

But last week the Muea agiaM@re appropriations $60 m i l i  for the U.S. of AgrloulttWs 
to redirect $120 mition fw Amark#. one-thtrd of whM was b go 

ted for 1999 in maFkup A- e.rcplains that the happlied research. 




