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Seque~ce, Sequence, 
, Sequence 

Expect no slackening of the 
pace when the National Insti- 
tutes of Health (NIH) and the 
Depmment of Energy (DOE) 
come out with their third 5-year 
plan for the U.S. Human Ge- 
nome Project this fall. 

Since last month when J. 
Craig Venter announced p h ,  
using private funding, to com- 
plete sequencing most of the hu- 
man genome in just 3 years (see 
p. 1540), government-fimM re- 
searchers have been re&&ing 
their priorities and wondering 
if they should concentrate on 
getting a "rough draft" of the 
genome out as soon as possible. 

But last week, at a meeting held 
in Warrenton, Vir- 
ginia, to review the 
draft plan, about 120 
researchers decided 

to stick with the origi- 
nal scheme. "There 
was unanimous sup  
port that we should 
not abandon that 
goal of full and high- 

y accurate sequence," 
says geneticist Raju 
Kuchertapati from Al- 
bert Einstein Col- 
lege of Medicine in 

New York Gty. 
There is growing 

interest, however, in 
aIso completing a 

rough draft several years ahead 
of the final sequence, which is 
due out in 2005. That would re- 
quire Congress to give N M  and 
DOE $50 million to $100 mil- 
lion more than is already ex- 
pected for the next 7 years. 
Francis Collins, director of the 
National Human Genome Re- 
search Instimte (NHGRI), says 
this sum would enable the 
UnitedStatestosequenetwr,to 
duet times as much DNA per 
yearasitisdoingnow.InaeaciMg 
sequencing capacity "eclipses alI 
other priorities," says C o b .  

NHGRI will come up with a 
final draft over the summer, 
which its advisory council will 
approve or revise in September. 

Mokctilar Bio Lab 
fur Asia? 

AnorganizationrofosterwW 
ration among biomedical re- 
searchers in & Ash-kfic may 
be getting its own lab far sogpWr 

t h a n ~ ~ e n l s k . R l e c t  
The International MoleaIar 

Biology Network (UIUitN) of 
Asia's Pacific RiFn is modeled on 
the European Moleculsr Bbbgy . . f W  in 1%2. Its 
S i I e  ckr- 
mafly- l3lqmn F J I o l d  
Biology Labaatoy, wasnar set up 
until 1974. 

But even as M N ,  P,@ 
at a Tokyo meeting a yem ago 
(Science, 27 June 1997, p. 1869h is 
beiisetup,oneofirsinstil2atns, 
Ken-ichi h i ,  director of ehe 
University of Tokyo's Instiuate of 
Medical Science, is leading e i b a  
b p . a . g r o u p o f J a P = = . d  
to fcmd an I a t e r n a W  Moles- 
h Biology L.&xatory (ME&.). 
Relimm plans envision two 
wtting-edge raearch hi l i t i e ,  
one in the Tokyo area and m e  
ekvheinAsia,pmiblysh;mgc 
hai, each housing up to 200 re- 
sedwqallfurrkdtothetuneof 
some $50 million to $100 millien 
ayear.Araiismht@cs&knce 
ihuttheventmeHesayshrel- 
want Japariese minisaies are in- 
msmimtheplans, andheantic- 
ipates that a Tokyo-area mmici- 

pahy will want to donate a site. 
Still ticeded is the endorse- 

i n e n t o f & e ~ a n d ~ i a l  
 support^^^-. 
"b& podBm i s  that [tM&) is a 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b i o l o -  
gist Jemghfn Yim of Semi Na- 
~ t h d r r e r s i t g , a n o t h e r m  
dtivit.lgforce.Buthe&thatb 
cause Japan is likely to be the 

dominant coun~ry ih the new or- 
g3rIization,it*tbewisetoput 
the core research facility some- 
a m e r e e l s e . ~ a r e c o n ~  
that planning a iat, at hispoint 
&diwm~;g i e t , t he r t e t -  
w o r k u p a n d ~ m h o p e s  
t o e + a w q ~ f r a \ t f a r d t e  
firstWW tubheld 
k & d : & s $ c ~ t  

Finding a Home for 
Kennewick Benes 

An Oregon judge has ordered 
the bones of Kennewick Man to 
be removed from the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory 
(PMNL) in Richland, Washing- 
ton, their storage site since being 
excavated 2 yem ago. The pdge 
on 29 May told scientists and the 
government to forge a new plan 
for d e g w d h g  the 9000-year- 
old banes, which were found on 
the banks of Washmgton's Co- 
lumbia Rim. 

s c i e n t h  want to examine 
the bones fix rare clues about 
early IAmericans. In the fall of 
19% a group Sued to be allowed 
to s tdy  the thee after the 
ArmyGotpaofEngineersseized 
them on behaIf of a Native 
American aibe that wants to re- 
bury them. Last month, govem- 
ment lawyem were planning to 
retrieve some finger bone frag- 
ments from the University of 
California, Davis, where they 
had been sent for study. 

Now Judge John Jeklerks of 
thefededdistrictcourthastdd 
the Corps to wait until the con- 
testing parties find a proper place 
for a11 the remains. PNNL does 
not have adequate facitiries for 
future studies that may be need- 
ed, he said. Indeed, according to 
court bents, Native Ameri- 
cans there in April to remeve 
some unrelated remains for re- 
burial apparently departad with a 
box of odd bones that may have 
included one from Kennewick 
Man. Corps spok- Dud-l 
Meier of Walla Walla, W e -  
ton, says in the government's de- 
feme rhat "the material was nev- 
er identified defmitively" as part 
CdKeNxWickMaFL 

JcMerks instructed the parties 
t o f i n d o t h e r i a c m m u h ~ b y  
1 July; if they can't, he'll decide 
for them. AccoIchng to Tom 
Stdid, a Ikukk, CO, r h -  
bondatlng expert allied Wh the 
$amti%, the govemmetlt has 
proposed sending the remains to 
Burke Museum in Seanle, whiie 
dwscientists want them to go to 
S a n ~ t s w o f M a n .  




