boundaries are marked in that language.

Exposing a 15-month-old to 30 minutes
of speech for 21 months may have provided
sufficient experience to extract cues to word
boundaries, although this is not what Burtt
actually tested in his investigation. Denen-
berg seems to suggest that it is important to
use a nonfluent speech, context, but it is not
clear why this would be superior to a
fluent speech context. Fluent speech is con-
nected speech, as opposed to lists of isolated
words. Extracting words from fluent speech
is much more difficult than extracting words
that are spoken in isolation, as can be at-
tested by any researcher who has worked on
automatic speech recognition devices. One
of the unexpected aspects of our report was
that infants did pick out the sound patterns
of the words after only hearing them in flu-
ent speech contexts. Also, contrary to Den-
enberg’s assertion, Burtt’s materials do qualify
as fluent speech.

Finally, when we referred to the sound
patterns of the words as frequent, we were
referring to their occurrences within the
stories, not in infants’ typical home envi-
ronments. Given that Burtt’s materials were
drawn from a drama by Sophocles, it is prob-
able that some of the sound patterns of the
words recurred often in the 20-line excerpts.
As we noted in the report’s introduction,

little is known about infants’ long-term

memory for the sound patterns of words. Our

study was an initial foray into this territory,

not the last word on the matter. A more

elaborated picture of what infants remember

about sound patterns is critical for an under-

standing of how they apprehend the structure
of the language they are acquiring.

Peter W. Jusczyk

Department of Psychology and

Cognitive Science,

Johns Hopkins University,

Baltimore, MD 21218, USA
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Corrections and Clarifications

M The name of the deputy vice chancellor of
the National University of Malaysia in the spe-
cial report on Science in Southeast Asia was
incorrect (6 Mar., p. 1467). He is A. H. Zakri, a
plant geneticist.

B The credit for the photo of the acorns on
the cover of the 13 February issue (Caption, p.
955) should have read “M. Ahearn.”

LETTERS

B Inthe 13 February ScienceScope (p. 973), the
color photo should have been credited to Marie
Read.

B The names of three coauthors of the report
“Results from the Mars Pathfinder camera” by
P. H. Smith et al. (5 Dec. 1997, p. 1758) were
inadvertently omitted. They are F. Gliem and P.
Rueffer at the Technical University of Braun-
schweig, 38106 Braunschweig, Germany, and S.
Hviid at the Orsted Laboratory, Niels Bohr Insti-
tute for Astronomy, Physics, and Geophysics,
Copenhagen University, 2100 Copenhagen @,
Denmark.

Letters to the Editor

Letters may be submitted by e-mail (at
science_letters@aaas.org), fax (202-
789-4669), or regular mail (Science,
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20005, USA). Letters are
not routinely acknowledged. Full ad-
dresses, signatures, and daytime
phone numbers should be included.
Letters should be brief (300 words or
less) and may be edited for reasons of
clarity or space. They may appear in
print and/or on the World Wide Web.
Letter writers are not consulted be-
fore publication.
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