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Stanford Surgeon 
Tells All 

An autobiographical account of 
clashes between a female neu- 
rosurgeon and aggressive male 
department chiefs at Stanford 
University's Medical School in 
the 1980s and 1990s has met 
with "deafening silence" at the 
university, says author Frances 
Conley. Her book, Walking Out 
on the Boys, has climbed to 
third place on the Sun Francisco 
Chronicle's best-seller list since 
it appeared last month. But nei- 
ther the universitv nor the for- 
mer dean Conley blasts for fail- 

Climbing to bestsellerdorn. Con- 
ley's tales of life at Stanford. 

I The monev comes from a 
t;! ; $15-a-year assessment attached 
3 to a $35 fee collected bv Net- - 

2 work Solutions Inc., which man- 
; ages Internet registration for 

NSF. (The assessment was levied 
for 30 months, ending on 1 

$ April.) The proceeds sit in 
an "intellectual infrastructure 
fund" meant to improve the In- 
ternet. Last fall Congress decid- 
ed to tap $23 million from the 
fund to pay for NSF's share of 
the $100-million-a-year NGI 
initiative, a federal program to 
u~erade the Net. But last month 
aL&deral judge ruled that the set- 

lng to support her-pathologtst Conley clatms sexual harass- as~de was an illegal tax not au- 
Dav~d Korn-1s responding. ment is still very much a prob- thor~zed by Congress (Science, 

In her book, Conley wrltes lem at Stanford. Had she not 17 Aprtl, p. 367). 
of an "ingrained and tradttton- told her story, she says, "I would O n  30 Aprtl Congress took 
al" pattern of sexual harassment feel guilty." care of the problem, passlng a 
In medicine, citing flagrant tn- $6 bll l~on emergency peace- 
stances at Stanford-such as a NSF Hits keeplng and d~saster-rel~ef bill 
female med~cal student who Internet Jackpot that also gtves NSF the neces- 
confided to her that a sentor re- The Nattonal Sc~ence Founda- sary authortty. The next step IS 
searcher had lured her to h ~ s  tlon 1s slated to rake tn a wind- to wln the judge's approval, and 
house, pawed her, and threat- fall-more than $60 mlll~on- one Ht11 staffer says he's conft- 
ened to block her career tf she for computer networklng and dent the language wlll pass 
squealed. Conley also relates research thanks to a law passed muster-the judge "spelled out 
how she res~gned from the med- last week. The amount is nearly what we should do, and we dtd 
ical school in 1991 to protest three ttmes what Congress allo- lt." The money will be used to 
the appotntment of a "feudal" cated to NSF last fall for ~ t s  help universities connect to 
and "blatantly seducttve" male share of the Admln~strat~on's NSF's very htgh speed Back- 
rlval to the top posltton In neu- Next Generatton Internet bone Network Servtce, to sup- 
rosurgery. (NGI) lnltlatlve and tops NSF's port research on network appll- 

Her actions-which tnclud- current $46 mllllon budget for cattons, and to Improve net- 
ed notlfylng the press-pa~d off: networking actlvltles. worklng technology. 
The rival's appointment was 
canceled, and she w~thdrew her 
reslgnatlon. Although Conley Prewitt to Take On Census 
claims her declston to go public 
also checkmated a move to take ministration plans to nominate political scientist Kenneth Prewitt for 

away her lab space* she later 
quit research. The " n e  
thrill of It was gone." But she's 
keeptng busy-last month she 
was named the new chief of 
staff at the Stanford-affiliated 
VA Hospital In Palo Alto. 

Korn, now an executive at 
the American Association of census (Science, 6 FFebruary, p. 798). A suit challenging the constitu- 

Medlcal In Washing- 
ton, D.C., On 
Conley's accusations, but some 
peers defend h ~ m .  "I always 
found David supportive on 
women's lssues," says Linda 
Cork, chatr of Stanford's com- 
paratlve medicme department. 

Government Plucks Up 
Kennewick Finger 

Tumine a deaf ear to scientists' - 
pleas, the U.S. government late 
this week planned to sequester 
the only fragments not already in 
its hands of that famous early 
American, Kennewick Man. A 
federal task force is to decide 
what to do with the bones. 

Kennewick Man, found 2 
years ago on the banks of Wash- 
ington's Columbia River, offers 
rare clues about the identity of in- 
habitants of the Americas 9000 
years ago. Soon after the discov- 
ery (Science, 11 October 1996, 
p. 172), anthropologist James 
Chatters, who led the excava- 
tion, sent 1.5 grams of metacarpal 
bone to anthropologist David 
Glenn Smith at the University of 
California, Davis, for DNA anal- 
ysis. But after Native Americans 
laid claim to the bones, the Army 
Corps of Engineers seized them. 
Research has been halted pend- 
ing the outcome of a court case 
on who owns the bones. 

Last month the U.S. Justice 
Department ordered Smith to 
surrender his bone. "We've been 
charged with maintaining re- 
sponsibility for [the remains], and 
we can't take responsibility for 
things housed at UC Davis," says 
Stephanie Hanna, spokesperson 
for the Interior De~amnent. 

Smith is worried about the 
fate of "the only b o w n ]  uncon- 
taminated piece of bone around." 
The sam~les. stored in flame- 
sealed tes; tubes and stashed in a 
fire~roof safe. are "a lot safer than 
the-rest of the bones right now," 
he says. Religious groups have 
been allowed to hold rituals near 
the bones, which are housed at 
Pacific Northwest National Lab 
in Richland, Washington. 

The Interior De~artment and 
the Corps formed'a joint task 
force in March to decide on the 
"origin and disposition of the re- 
mains." It will make recommen- 
dations to the court in July. "At 
this ~ o i n t  we haven't estab- 
lished at what point or even 
whether DNA testing will oc- 
cur," says Hanna. 
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