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Wonder Wheat 

Anew what variety that yields a But n m  the "yield bankern h~ 
whq@ng 18 torts per hestare been broken by a &y sew : 

was momwed this m a t h  at a klarge-eaued breedeabCl54hWT 
c . ~ n f e m e  in New Dellxi hfd- memhershave 
by M&eois International Wheat yemi developing 

Wae lmpmvmmt C k m ~  a robust mall s 
E C I W 3 .  The rt$vmm md times m much gram- 
d ~ t m a a 1 y  boost WQM whm paeity" as OM 
production, a l k &  e q x m  b-that 4 it h1ds up m 203 
worry h r  the f m k - h q  grains per stalk, aps C m  C M  saps shq m wo&. 
plant migh w o r n  poiiutfon wheat r d  h j a y a  Rap- ing 0 1 1 a t d n o E ~ d M  %C 
from crap run06Eg~ ram. The yet-unnamed breed 

vBF$Ihn. 
&n,&xg" that m y  a t  

-wTheatpducsionmdthe mmbines many mits, inclftding ize~ input by 30%. W "IrKe scil 
world now amrages 2.7 tans per branching capability from Pa- into grainn as to &. d to inwrporate ~ e .  
km, d a b -  varieties h b m  wheat and hardiness But some experts worry that aiat%~t~e p e s , "  sap Re;eve~ 
cm yield up m 12 taw, d- from wild goat gtass. What's the new wheat may m t  be pmc- But he &inks the am p b l  
ing ta ~~ k a t  Time twre, says Reevm, "the whole tical. "How are you ping to mq beredybr depf-nt iz 
thy am-, &F hdws pins, pkmbbg sptem of the plmt feed the plant? Does it mean 5 years, Just where i-t gmq 
b sa~w, ham b s-ied by ..had ta be ove~hauled so that it massive inputs of chemical fern- awaits tke result: oi  m&kom, 
the ptmt" basic architecturn. could m t i o n  more rmrces  1izersP asks gerzeticist M. S. try trials yet to begh. 

R!@diSh R h ~ b r b  b d  that because the epide- haven't had my coatacts from They se& rn 
~VPI?C & CtMf &b@d &b poznts ur d h e  American side," c @ l m ~ R & ~  

Japanme and U+S. &bb are it& qmut4 and beawe spmt- f i e  heal& minimy admits neer in the d e v e l o p ~ t  o: 
kquabbb over w h e k  p w i a g  fxiiities, wata, and &at sprou'ts have ben imph- hiomre&&, chug dttEixasyS anc 

i q w r t d h  pmapnel in Japan have been cirted only in a small fraction td &me engbx&g. whc 
&Unired&m-amcrf fomdto be clean, the see& - . N d d e s s , t h e d d  M 3 2 0 ~ t s , i s k h a w r  
recent mzthe& of E. a4 food ntwt have been contaminated fdr kaiware ciaikon qm~s ks b r  develeping polymer w. 
poisoning h]@giaut, wit% 0157. . dr& by 70% acccxding to e b a  that dm pr- Mveq 

A rare 13EEt mnerimm hzal U.S. scientists dispute the J a p m e ~  trade amciatien, and of medications inm~en~~ttsiy 
Wing., aqpn$ &at the par- there inqmrts of U.S. T b t  wok h d  the Mi 
ticuh s t rh-U157 with the radish the &I4 Isillion drug I&- &. 
H7 a n t i g e a 4 ~  been isa- viceirzdnmy, c h e c o & ~ d d  
lared. Amrd, says George Jack- LemePwn*MlT Langer's latest endems tif 

S m r  a n6ifrd$ola~;ist 
with the U.S. Food and 
DnrgA&-hbka-in 
W & m ,  D.C., the ~ti0.n 
mln gems can be 

Double-Checking Doomsday 
To prevent the next asteroid sighting from becoming another on- 
again, off-again story, asteroid and comet watchers who get support 
from NASA have agreed to notify colleagues before releasing news 

sproutgrawer whQh;tddsrezxts 
about any more potential close calls. 

i&hWiz 
Scientists met to draft publicity guidelines on "potentially hazard- 

and thst they did oat &," 
b May, s8mpb were sent T h  dire~mdBf i xs t i t~~e t b t  

for analysis to 11 labs in &e f o d  zhe genss Y* Ta- 
United Sart~ d Japan. a e  k&,&tk & j ~ ~ . t b n  g.& p~ 

he lab, at & I n w m & d  -QP pohe a 0157 USuB1lY 
Medical Center af Japan Re- oftheH7 varierye seaTChInstitute~n"l"okyo,~e- & & s i ~ a s y & @ y w o ~ d  
reeted genes frm shigella-like like t~ dlscus9 the scientific qua- 
verotaxins that are pzodwd by tiam. Although U.S. officids 
0157, well a ~usP-?~ lnaintain h e y  asked tfse 
0157 antlgm. In a 30 h-b~~h h=lth mhistly for a d k d o r t ,  
re-, the health ministry a mi- offiekal q s  "we 
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