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&om fertilizer and sewage in the 

Chinese authorities are scram- water, the causes of such a toxic ,,,,,, ,,..,.. ,,.., ,., 
bling to deal with an exotic eruption are very hard to deter- Biomedical researchers may be 
threat in their waters: a "red tiden mine, says Anderson. "Why it more receptive to anticloning reg- 
of microscopic algae &at last: blooms h a given place and time ulation this summer after helping 
week caused massive fish kills is a result of a complex series of crush a Senate move in February 
off the Hong Kong and South eventsn relating u, temperatures, to outlaw human cloning. 
Chinacoasts. winds, and nutrients, he says. Last winter, researchers ar- 

"This i s  a new problem for The red tide r d  after a gued that a Senate bill would 
them," says Don Anderson cif heavy rain last weekend. b t  sci- have forbidden usrtful research in- 
Woods Hole Oceanographic In- em* and of?&& in Hong Kong volving rhe cloning of human so- 
stitution in Massachusetts. Al- ~ d b h d c h i n a i t r e b r a ~ i n g f a r  matic .eeI ls ,andthe~r~dwas 
rhough the region ~~ p the next one. A c w r d q  to an of- shelved (Saence, 20 February, p. 
riodic algal vkimtions, this wss &e ficid from the Chinese Agrtcul- 1123). h t  now, members of the 
first from a major fish killer, the tme and Firsherbs Ikprtment, ex- Fedmtim of American Societies 
neurotoxic (3ymdbm Clll-ka perts met last weekend to start for l%pmmend B i k  (FASEB) 
say the noxi- bloom originated mapping out a strategy for estab- are csnsidering a new scheme 
north of Hong Kdng and drifted lishing a red tide "early warning along the lines of the Recombi- 
dd, laving an gtimat- "m libre."Vim pile up at system." That would include beef- nant DNA Advisory Committee 
ed 1500 tom of dead and ~ 3 -  u$han Island, Gumgdong. ing up satellite surveillance: the that monitors gene therapy- 
fish in its wake. Zhang Qi, a fish Hong Kong Observatory is look- that would impose administra- 
farmer in South China's Guang While local officials blamed ing into how to do better tradung tive controls, but not criminal 
dcag Provincey told S&me he lost the event on a d i n a t i o n  of El of such events by combining data mnabm, on some reear& "The 
300,000 of his 1 million charges Elifiodriven wann ocean tem- on sea d i c e  & and tempera- [anticloningl regulatory train is 
ma  &hour period on 17 April. pemtures and excess auttients tuns kart low-flying satellites. coming down the mils," says 

FASEB member Roger P b ,  
a radiobiologist at the University 

NAS Separates Ibelf that it would not have passed date of that reference led one of California, San Francisco. 
From KYOW Petition our peer-review sysfern, and that council member, mathemati- "The p r e s h t  m t s  &tian, 

The governing couneil of the in fact it takes a position that is cian Edward David, to abstain the Cmges wants regulationn- 
National Academy of Sciences the meme of whgr the academy ftom voting on the resolution. and so do a lot of voters. 
(NAS) this week took the un- has said on the topie.'" "A lot h s  changed in 6 years, Members plan to ask FASEB 
usual step of dismiat ing itself As an example of such efforts, and I think our position should to sponsor a debate on cloning in 
from a recent mass mailing urg- the council's statement cites a be based on the latest data," he hopes of coming up with some- 
ing scientists to lobby amitvt 1992 academy report that con- says. A new academy report on t h i  short of a ban that both 
the Kyoto treaty to reduce cat- cluded "greenhouse warming the status of global climate Congress and r-chem can 
bon dioxide emissiom. poses a potential h a t  sufficient change research is due out later support. The FASEB council is to 

The mailing, which had a to merit prompt responses." The this spring. review this proposal on 5 May 
cover letter from former NAS 
President Frederick Seitz, incld- 
ed an eight-page attack on cli- 
mate d.range myth offered in a 
format that many scientists have 
mistaken for a reprint from the 
academy's j d ,  the Proceedmg 
of&N-&&q afS&es 
(S-, 10 ~ ~ ~ i l ,  p. 195). NAS 
Resident Bruce A h  says hat 
congressional panels involved 
in R&D isme also have asked if 
the academy is involved in the 
petition drive, which has collwt- 
ed more than 15,000 signatures. 

says Al&*. not a 
on the treaty, but we -t 

everybody to know that we're 
not connected to the petition, : 
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