
African chimpanzee, since the early 1970s. 
Oliver's bipedal locomotion is peculiar, and 
many unsubstantiated rumors that qualified 
cytogeneticists determined Oliver's karyo- 
type to be 2N = 47, midway between a hu- 
man and a chimpanzee, led to popular sug- 
gestions that he was a hybrid. 

The Random Samples item quoted a 
study by George Schaller ( I ) ,  which was 
based on a 1976 examination of Oliver. in 
such a way that readers might have thought 
that Schaller concluded that Oliver was 
taxonomically unique. Schaller did indeed 
suggest that further study of Oliver's bipe- 
dalism would be interesting, but not be- 
cause there was any doubt that Oliver was 
an ordinary chimpanzee, Pan troglodytes. 
Rather, he suggested that it might provide 
information about the physical changes 
necessary in an ape before it could walk 
easily in an upright position, including 
whether there had been any surgical alter- 
ation of Oliver's lower ~e lv i s  or develou- 
mental changes in his leg musculature (1 ). 

Recently, the cytogenetic analysis al- 
luded to in the Random Samples item was 
completed by one of us (C.M.M.), and mito- 
chondrial DNA sequencing was also per- 
formed (J.J.E.). Our results (2) indicate that 
Oliver is a member of Pan troglodytes tro- 
glodytes, the Central African chimpanzee 

subspecies, with 48 normal chimpanzee Altimiter" by D. E. Smith et al. (13 Mar., p. 
chromosomes, and was likely trapped in 1686), line 18 of the second column of page 1686 
Gabon. should have read, in part, "topography varies by 

J. ~l~ 3 km." Also, the caption for figure 7 on page 1690 
~~p~~~~~ of g i o k ,  should have read, "Derived atmospheric opacity 

~ ~ i ~ i ~  university, (A) and topography (B) over the lus Chasm of 

San Antonio. TX 7821 2-7200. USA Marineris'" 
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In the report "Requirement for GD3 gan- 
glioside in CD95- and ceramide-induced 
apoptosis" by R. De Maria et al. (12 Sept. 1997, 
p. 1652), the caption for figure 5B should have 
read, in part, "HuT78 cells were incubated for 36 
hours with 20 mM PDMP (white bars) or left 
untreated lerav bars). . . ." 
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In the report "Topography of the northern 
hemisphere of Mars from the Mars Orbiter Laser 

I Micromanipulation I 
I For the Discerning Scientist I 

40 LEVERONI CT., NOVATO. CA. 94949 I PHONE: 41 6-8830128 FAX: 41 5-883-0572 

Circle No. 14 on Readers' Service Card 

I I 

Circle No. 25 on Readers' Service Card 363 




