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Web Math Made Easy MathML has two ways of encod- 
Talking shop on the I-Way will ing a formula, says Miner, who 
soon be a lot easier for scientists helped write it. One, better for 
and mathematicians, thanks to a hgh-qdty printing, specifies the 
new computer language released exact appeamnce; for example, it 
last week by the group that sets rmght encode "pi squared" as the 
Web standards (www.w3.org). Greek letter pi with a superscript 
The language, which should also of 2. The other captures semantic 

document. As a result, to read Los has never been feasible." 
Alamos physics preprints, for You still need a plug-in for 
example, one has to add a plug-in MathML, but two types are 
such as Acrobat to their Web available for free (as is MathML) 
browser, says Robert Miner of at the W3C site. One benefit of 
the University of Minnesota's MathML is that because formu- 
Geometry Center. las are text, not images, docu- I 

like so much Web com- 
developed by the World Wide on the scientific enterprise," says guine, however: One industry puting, it's "good for the mass 
Web Camrtium (W3C), a dues- Miner, who hopes most scien- computer scientist says he has marketn ht may not meet the 
funded group of tech companies. tists will be using it within a year "mixed feelings" about Mathh4L, needs of "a sophisticated user." 

StralgM bope on ChamCegls 
It may not spost fancy graphics or Java applets, but for 

Vlsl,. chemists and physicists, one of the hottest draws on the PI Web is the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology's (NISTs) Online Reference htabases site. A rare 
source of free ~rlfmmatian On chemicals, *e site maintains smml 
databases covering ev- from mlting pow to llalf-lives- o n e  
reposi~ry is the Chemistry full of s p e c ~ o ~ i c  and b r -  

modynamic data-entropy 
and vapor pressure, for exam- 
ple-on over moo organic 
and small inorganic com- 

I pounds, not to mention data 
on ion energetics and fluid 
physics. A second cache worth release of MELTS, a Java applet version th 
plundering is called Physical rnelts.geology.weshinaton.edu 
Reference Data, where you 
can look up, for instance, 
x-ray and gamma ray data on 
radioactive isotopes, or urani- 
um's energy levels. All data 
are sc~pulously assessed, ref- 

erenced, and updated by NIST experts. 
Three specialized databases contain information on topics such as 

superconductors and enzymes, and more are coming soon, says 
NIST's Charles Sturrock. "It will become more and more useful," 
notes Chuck Huber, chemistry librarian at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. 

Send Internet news and great W& site suggestions to n e - t w a t c h h . q  
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