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$ U.S. frees up, then Cuba frees up" 
restrictions on scientific travel, 
! says AAAS's Audrey Chapman. 

But State Department official 
8 Michael Ranneberger says no 

change in licensing policy is be- 6 ing discussed. "The vast majori- 
i ty" of licenses and visas are ap- 
8 proved, he notes. 

Even if the governments re- 
fuse to budge, U.S. scientists 
shouldn't be too discowed. savs 

House is now waiting for the FBI 
to finish checking his successor, 
National Science Foundation di- 
rector Neal Lane. 

The Senate-which must 
confirm Lane in the job--is on 
recess until 20 April. But once 
the nomination reaches the 
Commerce Committee, there 
should be little delay in approv- 
ing Lane quickly, say Administra- 
tion officials. Staff for Senator 

Sea change ahead? Scientists 
want to expand U.S.-Cuba ties, 
such as this 1995 CMC-led trip. 

US. and Cuba Asked 
to Ease Restrictions 

You could pick easier countries 
than Cuba to try to set up joint 
studies or invite a colleague to a 
meeting in the United States, giv- 
en the capricious rules governing 
scientific travel between the Unit- 
ed States and Cuba. But amid 
signs of thawing relations between 
the two countries. scientists are 
making a full-co& press to per- 
suade U.S. officials to ease restric- 
tions on scientdc exchanges. 

In a report issued last week, 
AAAS (whlch publishes ScMlce) 
cites more than 30 instances in 
which Cuban scientists were de- 
nied permission from either U.S. 
or Cuban authorities to attend 
meetings or work in a lab in the 
United States, or else received a 
U.S. visa too late to attend. U.S. 
scientists who want to do re- 
d in Cuba don't have it easy, 
either. AAAS savs: Since 1994. 
they Lve  had to ktvigate an un: 
predictable process for getting a 
license from the Treasury De- 
partment to spend money for 
business travel in Cuba (Science, 
23 September 1994, p. 1803). 

The report calls on U.S. and 
Cuban authorities to lift license 
requirements for scientists. As a 
first step, the report says, the gov- 
ernments should establish appeals 

Michael Smith of the &nt& fAr 
Marine Conservation (CMC) in 
Washiion, D.C. By "doing our 
homework" on how to craft appli- 
cations, Smith says, he's arranged 
dozens of exchanges since 1994. 
Cuba-U.S. collaborations "can 
flourish," he says. AAAS has 
asked the U.S. State and Treasury 
departments to respond to its re- 
port by 15 April. 

Lane, Colwell Prepare 
for Senate Exam 

President Bill Clinton must make 
decisions, meet world leaders, and 
fence with the press without guid- 
ance from a science adviser-at 
least briefly--following Jack Gib- 
bons's departure last week after 5 
years on the job. The White 

John McCain (R-AZ), who 
chairs that panel, "have p r o m d  
to move expeditiously," says one. 
That means Lane could move in- 
to his new digs next to the White 
House in early May. Although no 
one will serve as an interim sci- 
ence adviser, Keni-Ann Jones, 
associate director for national se- 
curity and international affairs, is 
taking over as acting director of 
the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy. 

Approval of Lane's succes- 
sor, meanwhile, is moving fast- 
er. Microbiologist Rita Colwell's 
nomination to succeed Lane 
went to the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources Committee 
on 2 April and is also unlikely 
to generate controversy. 

Patent Chief Denies 
He's Leaving 

Rumors of a shake-up at the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office 
(PTO) have been circulating 
since February, when President 
Clinton nominated Philadelphia 
attorney Q. Todd Dickinson to 
be PTO deputy commissioner. 
Reports suggested Dickinson 
would replace current PTO com- 
missioner Bruce Lehman. But a 
spokesperson says it is "not true" 
that Lehman is on the way out. 
And a high-level PTO staffer 
adds that all signs are that 
Lehman plans to stay put, having 
recently told the staff that "I will 
leave when I want to leave." 

However, turmoil in the up- 
per ranks-including reports of 
clashes between Lehman and 
his deputies-prompted Leh- 
man to write in a recent internal 
PTO newsletter that "the only 
[rumor] that hasn't circulated . . . 
is that I've been abducted by 
aliens." His advice: "Don't be- 
lieve everything you read or 
hear." Dickinson, meanwhile, 
has joined PTO as a consultant 
and awaits congressional review 
of his nomination. 

processes for visa and license de- 
nials, and scientific groups should 
help evaluate applications. Past 
experience suggests that "if the 
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