
Collision at Sea Aids Science 
50-ton bonanza: a rare tic population estimated at on1 

snagged on the bow of an individuals, was apparently st 
oil tanker in Narragansett Bay, off the coast of Rhode somewhere on its course from Belgium. The find was 
Island, earlierthis month. hauled onto the beach; spotting a rare scientific 

The 20-meter-long opportunity, says whale biologist Phil Clapham of 
cetacean, one of a I the National Marine Fisheries Senrice in Woods 

Hole, Massachusetts, "we basically called the world" 

I to give scientists a chance for a closer look. 
One who responded to the call is Joy Reidenberg 
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of Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York, a 

E comparative anatomist interested in how whales 
vocalize. Reidenberg and colleague Jeffrey Laitman 
say they have examined a lot of whale larynges but 
have never seen one from the blue whale, which has 
the deepest voice of all. They measured the giant 
2.5-meter-long larynx on the beach and removed 
tissue specimens, as well as a large sac attached 
to the larynx. This bag is of keen interest, says 
Reidenberg, because scientists don't know whether 

,... .. ,... ..., ,. . ..,., ,,.na towed ashore. it functions as an air chamber or as a resonator to 
Close-up of larynx (inset) shows vocal folds. ransrnit sound through water. 




