
Hubbell of Princeton and Henry 
Howe of the Uni 'ty of Illinois, 

a Chicago. Several ills to that ef- 
e 

5 " f ea  have failed in Collgress. Tak- 
ing a new tack, boosters last year 
persuaded Congress to require 1 NSF to report on a p i b l e  NIE 
byApril. 

But the NSF indicated last 
month in its draft report "reluc- .. &ce] to move in this direction," 
says chair Richard Zare, a chemist 

M. m m  ~t at Stanford. The board itself had 
needed for problems like this pol- doubts, and after much discussion, 
luted river, says NSF board. it last week issued a resolution say- 

ing an NIE would not only make 
Thumbs Down for for duplicative management but 

Environment Institute also "could isolate environmental 
The National Science Founda- research" from related studies. 
tion's governing body has shot . Zare insists, however, that 
down a proposal that NSF set up "we're not saying the status quo is 
and fund a National Institute for fine." NSB "agrees" that more en- 
the Environment (NIE). Al- vironmental research is needed; 
though touted by many sciqwists he says. And NSF could "enlarge 
as a way to plug gaps in environ- its [leadership] rolen through in- 
mental research, an NIE would teragency groups such as the 
"be duplicative" and therefore a White House National Science 
waste of money, says the National and Technology Council. This 
Science Board (NSB) . course is "not the vision of the 

Launching a new federally NIE in structure, but it is in 
funded body to fund environ- goals," Zare says. 
'mental research independent of The Committee for the NIE 
regulatory agencies has long disagrees. It cites widespread sup 
been a fond dream of the Corn- port for' the NIE concept-in- 
mittee for the NIE, organized 9 cludmg two recent letters signed 
years ago by biologists Stephen by 211 university heads-and 

said in a statement that it "sin- 
cerely hopes that the resolution 
does not reflect &e final NSF re- 
port to Congress." 

Oak Ridge Safety Woes 
Safety problems continue to be- 
devil Oak Ridge National Labo- 
ratory in Tennessee. Forced to 
shut down its major research re- 
actor in January (Science, 6 
March, p. 14-44) due to a series of 
mishaps, the lab was ordered last 
week to halt shi~ments of ra- 
dioactive samples after two inci- 
dents drew the attention of the 
Department of Energy (DOE). 

Earlier this month, a subcon- 
tractor to Lockheed Martin, 
which operates the lab, illegally 
shipped a radioactive sample by 
Federal Express. The recipient, 
South~est Research Institute of 
San Antonio, Texas, notified au- 
thorities, and now DOE and the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
are conducting separate investiga- 
tions, says Randy Walker, Oak 
Ridge manager of transportation 
and packaging. The subcontrac- 
tor also sent a sample by private 
vehicle without proper documen- 
tation to a Tennessee lab, Walker 
adds. Lockheed Martin is review- 
ing its procedures and hopes to 
resume shipments soon. 

6 .  

' .. ::Candin, Paris ... or Space? I 
day is fast approaching when 8 
seekers hot for high G's, t, 

weightless nights, and an unob- 
structed view of the stars will be 
taking rockets to orbital hotels, ac- 2 cording to a report released this 
week by the Space Transportation 
Association (STA), a private lobby- 
ing group in Springfield, Virginia $ 

The report, which received in- 
put fmm the aerospace industry Ban voyage. "Space helicopter" 
as as hotel and tourism in the works at Rotary Rocket Co. 
groupst indicates that even at tick- in Redwood Shores, California. 
et prices of a half-million dollars, 
up to 1000 people a year will tnte. The market B enor- 
mous," says study author Ivan Bekey, former director of 
NASA's nowdefunct office of advanced concepts. 
'There's no reason ordlnary cltizens can't go into 

the view, and float around." 
h the study was co-authored by NASA 
hn Mankins, both STA and NASA agree 

that any civilian space bonanza should be left to the pn- 

vate sector. "There are few sub- 
jects I've ever been near that are 
more controversial" than low- 
cost-ad potentially high-risk--ef- 
forts to get the public Into orbit, 
says Mankins. Still, he says, NASA 
could stand to gain from the en- 
deavor if ~t sparks enthusrasm for 
the space program or leads to 
cheaper ways to cllm 
Earth's gravty well. 

some day; the only question IS 

when and at what cost," says John 
Logsdon, director of the Space Policy lns6tute at 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. A 
couple of companies are already selling upanddown 
trips by 2002 offering a view of Earth from 96 kilome 
ters up, and the Russians have just started marketing 
visits to the Mir space station. The report asks the fed- 
eral government to lay the 
as it has done for the airline 
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New Face for Indian 
Health Researdl 

Indian biomedical research may 
be in for a shake-up with the ap- 
pointment this month of a 
prominent immunologist as di- 
rector of the bureaucracy- 
bogged Indian Council of Medi- 
cal Research (ICMR). 

ICMR funds the bulk of the 
nation's biomedical research 
throughnvodozen~ilcenters 
around the country and through 
extramural grants. But its budget 
has been static for most of this 
decade. Moreover, it has faded to 
stress India's most pressing health 
issues, such as blindness and 
maha, says Subbiah Aiunacha- 
lam, an information scientist at 
the M.S. Swaminathan Research 
Fwndation in Chennai (formerly 
Madras), who has analyzed India's 
biomedical research publication 
record (Science, 1 August 1997, p. 
643). The agency, he claims, is 
"plagued with a d h g  bureaucra- 
cy and red w" 

The new director, Nirmal Ku- 
mar Ganguly of the Post Gradu- 
ate Institute of Medical Research 
and Education at Chandigarh, 
says he plans to transform ICMR 
into an organization that "will be 
fast and quick in its responses to 
the needs of the researchers and 
the public." Ganguly, who gained 
national recognition as part of a 
committee that investigated a 
plague outbreak in 1994 in Surat, 
says he hopes to move the 
ICMR-last headed by a ptacti- 
tioner of traditional Ayurvedic 
medicin~oward funding more 
projects ming molecular biology, 
genetic engineering, and other 
modem research tools. He also 
wants to substantially boost 
ICMR's $17 million annual bud- 
get, in part by forging parmer- 
shlps with drug companies. 

Geneticist Appaji Rao of the 
Indian Institute ofScience in Ban- 
galore says ICMR for years has 
been led by nmscientists with lit- 
tle interest in modem medicine. 
In Ganguly, he says, "we fortu- 
nately have an academician who 
should give ICMR a perspective 
on modem techniques." 




