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Terra Firma for USGS 
After several months of hand- 
wringing about a plan to relo- 
cate, the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) has learned it will not 
have to vacate its western head- 
quarters in Menlo Park, Califor- 
nia. Earlier this week, Interior 
Department Secretary Bruce Bab- 
bitt announced a new 10-vear 
lease to keep the survey and its 
scientists in the pricey Bay area. 

The $85-milli0n-a-~ear USGS 
Menlo Park operation supports 
research on everything from 
earthquake hazard prediction to 
the water quality of San Francis- 
co Bay. A staff of about 800 
works at the Menlo Park cam- 
pus, which includes a new $40 
million federal building just fin- 
ished last year. Citing skyrocket- 
ing real estate costs, Interior offi- 
cials last August began examin- 
ing whether to move USGS's 
operations inland to Sacramento 
or elsewhere (Science, 5 Septem- 
ber 1997, p. 1425). 

But Interior was able to re- 
negotiate its occupancy agree- 
ment on better terms than ex- 
pected with the General Services 
Administration, reaching a deal 
to keep the survey in Menlo 
Park at least until 1 October 
2009. A spokesperson says the 
agreement will save Interior mil- 
lions of dollars a year. 

jf module, a key compo- 
nent slated for launch 
in December. NASA 
space flight chief Joe 
Rothenberg said last 
week that the result- 
ing construction delays 
would push back that 
launch until at least 
next spring. Russian of- 

DIIILIII~. Russia's budget woes force delay enberg says, as Russia 
in construction and launch of key modules. has failed to meet 

eral previous deadlines. 
Station Schedule NASA and the RSA 

Slips Again are reluctant to orbit the first 
When Vice President A1 Gore pieces of the station too far in 
has his biannual meeting with advance of the service module, 
Russian Prime Minister Viktor which contains im~ortant con- 
Chernomyrdin next week in 
Washington, it won't be all 
smiles: Expect a tense discussion 
over more delays in building the 
international space station. 

The station is already years 
behind schedule, but for the 
past year one deadline has been 
sacred: 16 June 1998, the day 
Russia was to launch the first 
20-ton core module. That sched- 

trol systems. As a result, Russia 
likely will have to postpone the 
June launch until at least Au- 
gust and perhaps as late as Oc- 
tober, say NASA officials. That 
would also put off the sched- 
uled August launch of the first 
U.S. module. 

Russia's troubles and the re- 
sulting cascade of delays are 
sure to be a contentious issue at 

ule, it now appears, will slip. the Gore-Chernomyrdin talks, 
The reason is the Russian gov- Administration officials say. 
ernment's failure to provide But they admit they have little 
funding earlier this month to power to press Russia to speed 
the Russian Space Agency up the work, given the financial 
(RSA) for work on the service troubles dogging the country. 
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Low Profile for NSF9s 
Education Chief 

The National Science Founda- 
tion (NSF) remains mum about 
an investigation by the Justice 
Depamnent into allegations that 
its top education official, Luther 
Williams, was paid for speaking 
engagements related to his job, 
in violation of federal law. But 
last week, Williams was conspic- 
uous by his absence in a lineup 
of top NSF officials who briefed 
the agency's advisory body, the 
National Science Board. 

In what one member called 
"the most stimulating afternoon 
I've spent here," the science 
board heard presentations by the 
heads of.each of NSF's six re- 
search directorates on cutting- 
edge science and issues facing the 
community. However, when the 
time came to discuss education, 
the only speakers were John 
Hunt, who oversees polar pro- 
grams, and Nat Pitts, who han- 
dles the S&T centers. Williams, 
who was listed on the agenda, sat 
in the audience. And a later dis- 
cussion of human resources, an- 
other part of Williams's portfolio, 
was led by Wanda Ward, newly 
named as assistant to deputy 
NSF director Joe Bordogna. 

Bordogna said that the lineup 
of presenters "speaks for itself' 
and that Williams's silence has 
"no significance." Williams, who 
has headed the directorate since 
1990, declined to comment. 
NSF officials say Williams re- 
mains in charge of the $632 mil- 
lion program, although last 
month Hunt also took on a new- 
ly created position as his top 
deputy for integrative activities. 

The original investigation in- 
to Williams's conduct, first re- 
ported in the Chronick of High 
Education, was done by NSF's in- 
spector general. Its report last 
September, which did not men- 
tion Williams by name, also stat- 
ed that the administrator was 
involved in an award to an orga- 
nization "with which he was ne- 
gotiating" for a job. Sources have 
since confirmed that Williams 
is the target. 




