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Lawler also reports that "NRC Executive 
Officer William Colglazier says he was not 
aware of the meeting." Although Colglazier 
was not aware of the conversations at the 
meeting, he was fully aware that the meeting 
was to be held (indeed. it is on  the 6 De- 
cember agenda, reproduced in the commit- 
tee's report), but could not attend because he 
lacked the DOE clearances for the level of 
classified information required for this study. 

The  headline of Lawler's article and the 
article itself also distort reality by implying 
that the committee prematurely revealed its 
findings. The  senior DOE officials were told 
only that the committee to date had found 
nothing that would warrant stopping fur- 
ther work on  the National Ignition Facility 
(NIF), but that its investigations were con- 
tinuing. Given that every phase of the NIF 
project had been subject to continuous sci- 
entific and technical scrutinv. this observa- , , 
tion was hardly revelatory. The  committee 
also made it clear that its conclusions had 
not yet been formulated and that its report 
had yet to be written and peer-reviewed. 

The  main issue is the NRC report itself, 
which was vetted through the National 
Academy of Science's rigorous review pro- 
cess. The  committee's primary task was to  
assess the technical statutes of the NIF 
project and to make technical recommen- 

dations that would increase the likelihood 
that a national goal endorsed by both the 
Administration and Congress would be 
achieved. W e  believe that the report does 
so, making the legal barriers to its use by the 
DOE antithetical to the national interest. 
Those who are interested can judge the 
report for themselves at  www.nas.edu/ 
cpsma/icf.htm. 
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Response: Koonin's and Colglazier's argu- 
ments are with each other, not with Science. 
T h e  main issue in my article was not the 
quality of the report, but whether the NIF 
committee abided by N R C  rules. Disclosure 
by NRC panels of preliminary results to 
sponsors is a violation of academy proce- 
dures, as Colglazier noted in the article and 
as he  continues to affirm. He still maintains 
that "what was done [by the Koonin panel] 

was not what the Academy wants." Wheth- 
er or not the preliminary findings were 
"hardly revelatory," Koonin and Colglazier 
acknowledge that the NIF panel provided 
them to DOE managers before they were 
seen by N R C  reviewers.-Andrew Lawler 

Lamp Enlightenment 

Being professionally concerned with fluores- 
cent lamp phosphors, I was interested to read 
the report on silica-based metal-free phos- 
phors by W. H. Green et al., "White phos- 
phors from a silicate-carboxylate sol-gel pre- 
cursor that lack metal activator ions" (20 
June, p. 1826). Green et al. assert that mer- 
cury vapor plasmas are used in fluorescent 
lamps because the available phosphors require 
the short-wave 254-nanometer ultraviolet 
light (UV) excitation (emphasis mine). Of 
the two references cited for this assertion, 
Ropp (1) appears not to mention the matter, 
and Leverenz (2) asserts the converse. 

The  current suite of lamp phosphors was 
selected and adapted to the 254-nanometer 
excitation wavelength, not vice versa, in 
order to take advantage of the remarkable 
ability of the low-pressure mercury dis- 
charge to convert electrical energy to pho- 
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