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Europe Approves savings on other missions," wor- 
Mission t~ Mars ries asmonomer Michael Rowan- 

When a launcher carrying the Robinson of Imperial College in 
Russian-led Mars '96 spacecraft London. But he agrees that ESA 
exploded a year ago over the can't be blamed for wanting to 
Pacific Ocean, it wiped out all catch up with NASA's "string of 
plans for planetary exploration at missions to Mars." 

Coradini notes 
$ that the Man Express 
1 scientific program 

B has wide support. It 
was hammered out by 

3 a working group with 
9 members from most a of the world's major 
9 space agencies, and 

he says it is "not du- 
plicated by any other 

Treasure hunt. Europe plans to probe Mars' missions" in other 
surface for signs of life. countries. Proposals 

to build landers for 
the European Space Agency the new Mars trip are due by 
(ESA). Now, ESA's Science next March. 
Program Committee is trying to 
make up the loss: Last week, ESA NIH Panel Urges 
approved a fast-track plan to Methadone Therapy 
launch a new Mars mission, Mars The use of methadone to treat 
Express, in mid-2003. heroin addicts may gain greater 

The spacecraft will consist of acceptance, if public officials 
an orbiter and several landers, heed the advice of an expert pan- 
one of which will search for traces el organized by the National 
of past or present life on Mars. Institutes of Health last week. 
ESA will provide about $175 mil- The group said heroin addiction 
lion for the orbiter and launch; should be viewed as a chronic dis- 
participating countries will pay ease, not a failure of will. And it 
for the landers and instruments. recommended that physicians be 
France, for example, has already given greater freedom to provide 
promised funds to its space 
agency for exploring Mars. 

'The mission is devlsed to re- 
cover . . . Mars '96 science," says 
Marcello Coradini. ESA's coordi- 
nator of solar-system missions. 
And it may do more. In addition 
to instruments developed for 
Mars '96, he says, Mars Express 
will cany "a little jewel'-a sub 
surface-penetrating radar that can 
look for signs of conditions that 
might support life, such as evi- 
dence of water. This "is in itself 
sufficient to justify a mission to 
Mars." savs Coradini. , , 

Some astronomers, however, 
see the Mars mission as compet- 
ing for funds with other ambitious 
space projects at the budget- 
strapped ESA (Science, 5 Septem- 
ber, p. 1427). The agency will 
have to "make very considerable 

addicts with methadon-a slow- 
acting drug that competes with 
opiates in the body and reduces 
the craving for an illicit fix. 

Yale pyschiatrist Eric Nestler, 
a panel organizer, sums it up: 
"The scientific data are substan- 
tial" in showing that methadone 
therapy, used for 30 years, helps 
control illicit drug use and associ- 
ated diseases like AIDS. How- 
ever, he notes, "somehow the sys- 
tem hasn't been able to get over 
objections" to methadone's use, 
mainly because people don't ap- 
preciate that the drug may not 
work unless given in large doses 
over a long time. 

Methadone has been available 
onlv under strict federal and state 
laws and licensing procedures 
that control dosage. The NIH ., 
consensus development panel, 
c h a i i  by psychiatrist Lewis Judd 
of the University of California 
School of Medicine, San Diego, 
urged officials to relax these con- 
trols and encourage more physi- 
cians to become involved in 
treating the nation's estimated 
600.000 o~iate addicts. 

The panel's statement has no 
official status, but it may have a n  
impact, says staff scientist Roy 
Pickens of the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, adding, "I hope 
federal agencies . . . are listening." 

White House Simplifies 
R&D m h t  

In a tacit admission that more isn't 
always better, the White House is 
saeamlinii the minibureaucracy 
it created to oversee the $75 bil- 
lion federal R&D portfolio. The 
move will telescope nine panels 
of the president's National 
Science and Technology Council 
(NSTC), comprised of some 24 
agency heads, into five. The four 
R&D orphans-education and 
training; information and commu- 
nications; heath, focd, and safety; 
and trampmation-will be folded 
into the h i t t e e  on Science 
(previously Fundamental Science) 
and a new Technology Com- 
mittee. Panels on international 
S&T, national security, and the 
environment and natural re- 
sources will remain intact. 

'The same people were coming 
to meetings of different commit- 
tees," explains Holly Gwin, chief 
of staff to science adviser Jack 
Gibbons, who notes the full coun- 
cil has met only once in 
4 years. Most of NSTCs work, she 
says, will continue to be done by 
myriad subcommittees and work 
groups populated by lower-level 
managers. Agency officials admit 
this setup has been unwieldy, but 
say NSTC has helped build broad 
support for specific programs. 

Bangkok Study Adds Fuel to AlDS Ethics Debate 
The ADS ctxmuky ts ahzz wkh rqmis that a smal Nelson's memo, which has been faxed to many 
dMcalltMh~shovvswhyitcenbeimpol.santto AlDSmseadmmdesabesdatafrwnaidkhManila 
i n d u d e a p k e b o v v h e n ~ t b m p y ~ t h e b u g  byPlcphanPhanphak,dkkxdtheThaiRedClrDss 
AZT. According to serverel AlDS experff unpl#ished AlDS progem In the recent 8 W y  at Chulakngkom 
datadiearssedatascientificmeeBinainManilaLast Hosp#al,90HRUllededwwnenuneregiGgnAZTaRer 

her infant 7hls is potentlaly a m y  importent shrdy: 
s a y s R o d M d t h e N a b k n a i I ~ d A l e r g y e n d  
medblm Diseases (NWD). 

b ~ n l a t a n v p u # s h e d s h r d y ~ ~  
am,atbest,~wwklmakesuchanimprrdEM 
t h e ~ i s a d e b a t e ~ h r e o m t r n o n l h s ~ t h e  
e t h b  of triak in dewloping countries comparing a 
-~hepcpenshre,--AZTtheraW~P 
tect babies. Critics such as Public Citizen Health 
Resaw& Grnup h Washhgtg D.C., brand placebo 
useasurethicel. But&mmbsdtheaebialsthinkthey 
haw found fresh support in data cikd in a memo by 
Johns Hapldns u- (JHUk) ;) Kenrad. 

women given placebos. Two previous studies in 
Bangkokhadkrnd~transmissionratesd 
24%and33%.So, i f n o t k r t h e ~ ~ * y o u  vmld 
t=+8falsely-w[IhetreEdment]-* 
ing significant benefits: says JHU's Neal Haisey. 
(Phenuphakdd not respardtoafaxkan Sdenca) 

PlrbDc Cilbnb Sidney Wolie, a f h  sedng the dsba 
hthememqarguesthatthetrialdoem'tpme~ 
became it wsrr ''- poorfy designed." Even I& 
~Hlho~UShgP(BCBbOBmtethat thestsf ig  
t l c a l p o w e r a l t h e W w s r r ~ , a n d t h e y s a y ~  
sionratesamahdykKmbwycruertkne.Sfill,M 
says, NlAlD is interested and has made s&reral In- 
quHes"toleernmcn8detalsebouttheshrdy. 
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