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Vignette: Safety in Numbers 

Ever since the meritocratic apparatus in the United States became mature, around 
1970, the undergraduate atmosphere in Ivy League colleges has been one of 
intense anxiety about the perils of pursuing careers outside the professions of law, 
medicine, and MBA business . . . . Because these fields are tightly screened on 
the basis of test scores and grades, they present the lowest risk career option to 
people who have very high test scores and grades. . . . 

In fields that aren't so tightly screened, from entrepreneurship to show busi
ness to corporate management, the odds are much longer for members of the 
cognitive elite than they are in the profession. So a stampede into the professions, 
driven by risk aversion, is a key cultural phenomenon for meritocratic Ivy league 
students, the subject of many hand-wringing commencement speeches (and, 
years later, of the students' middle-aged longueurs). It would even be possible to 
take the perverse position that people with high IQs may have actually become less 
powerful in recent decades because they are so firmly channeled into advisory 
roles in the professions. 

—Nicholas Lemann, in Intelligence, Genes, and Success: Scientists Respond to The 
Bell Curve (Bernie Devlin, Stephen E. Fienberg, Daniel P. Resnick, and 

Kathryn Roeder, Eds.; Copernicus/Springer-Verlag) 

audience. Though the translation reads well 
on the whole, it contains some disconcert
ing lapses, and unfortunately several of 
these are serious enough to baffle or mislead 
the reader. 
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$24.95. ISBN 0-9655695-0-0. 
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0-691-01226-1. 

For the Record. Protecting Electronic Health Infor
mation. Committee on Maintaining Privacy and Security 
in Health Care Applications of the National Information 
Infrastructure. National Research Council. National 
Academy Press, Washington, DC, 1997. xxii, 264 pp., 
illus. $29.95. ISBN 0-309-05697-7. 
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