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Vignette: Safety in Numbers 

Ever since the meritocratic apparatus in the United States became mature, around 
1970, the undergraduate atmosphere in Ivy League colleges has been one of 
intense anxiety about the perils of pursuing careers outside the professions of law, 
medicine, and MBA business . . . . Because these fields are tightly screened on 
the basis of test scores and grades, they present the lowest risk career option to 
people who have very high test scores and grades. . . . 

In fields that aren't so tightly screened, from entrepreneurship to show busi­
ness to corporate management, the odds are much longer for members of the 
cognitive elite than they are in the profession. So a stampede into the professions, 
driven by risk aversion, is a key cultural phenomenon for meritocratic Ivy league 
students, the subject of many hand-wringing commencement speeches (and, 
years later, of the students' middle-aged longueurs). It would even be possible to 
take the perverse position that people with high IQs may have actually become less 
powerful in recent decades because they are so firmly channeled into advisory 
roles in the professions. 

—Nicholas Lemann, in Intelligence, Genes, and Success: Scientists Respond to The 
Bell Curve (Bernie Devlin, Stephen E. Fienberg, Daniel P. Resnick, and 

Kathryn Roeder, Eds.; Copernicus/Springer-Verlag) 

audience. Though the translation reads well 
on the whole, it contains some disconcert­
ing lapses, and unfortunately several of 
these are serious enough to baffle or mislead 
the reader. 
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1, Analyzing DNA. Bruce Birren, Eric D. Green, 
Sue Klapholz, Richard M. Myers, and Jane 
Roskams, Eds. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Press, Cold Spring Harbor, NY, 1997. xviii, 675 
pp., illus. $225, ISBN 0-87969-495-5; paper, 
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The first volume of a work intended to 
provide "theoretical background, laboratory 
protocols, and resource materials" for both 
newcomers and experienced practitioners; 
the three further volumes will deal with 
detecting genes, cloning systems, and map­
ping genomes. 

The Quark Machines. How Europe Fought the 
Particle Physics War. Gordon Fraser. Institute of 
Physics, Philadelphia, 1997. viii, 210 pp., illus. 
Paper, $20 or £12.99. ISBN 0-7503-0447-2. 
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accelerator facility CERN recounts the his­
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New York, 1996. x, 236 pp., illus., + CD-ROM. $150. 
ISBN 0-521-47111-7. 
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Assheuer, and George Paxinos. Academic Press, San 
Diego, 1997. viii, 328 pp., illus. $135, ISBN 0-12-
465360-x; paper, $89.95, ISBN 0-12-465361-8. 

Base Excision Repair of DNA Damage. Ian D. 
Hickson, Ed. Chapman & Hall, New York, and Landes, 
Austin, TX, 1997. viii, 184 pp., illus. $89.95. ISBN 0-412-
13161-7. Molecular Biology Intelligence Unit. 
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Wild. Janine R. Clemmons & Richard Buchholz, Eds; 
Cambridge University Press,. New York, 1997. xviii, 382 
pp., illus. $69.95, ISBN 0-521-58054-4; paper, $29.95, 
ISBN 0-521-58960-6. Based on a symposium, Lincoln, 
NB, 1995. 

Bits of Power. Issues in Global Access to Scientific 
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Academy Press, Washington, DC, 1997. xiv, 235 pp., 
illus. $44.95. ISBN 0-309-05635-7. 

Breast Cancer Screening. Ismail Jatoi, Ed. Lan­
des, Austin, TX, 1997. xii, 193 pp., illus. $89.95. ISBN ' 
0-412-14161-2. Medical Intelligence Unit. 

The Casimir Effect and Its Applications. V. M. 
Mostepanenko and N. N Trunov. Clarendon (Oxford Uni­
versity Press), New York, 1997. xii, 199 pp., illus. $100. 
ISBN 0-19-853998-3. Translated by R. L Znajek. 

Cells, Tissues, and Disease. Principles of General 

Pathology. Guido Majno and Isabelle Joris. Blackwell Sci­
ence, Cambridge, MA, 1997. xviii, 974 pp., illus. $95. 
ISBN 0-86542-372-5. 

Chaos in Discrete Dynamical Systems. A Visual 
Introduction in 2 Dimensions. Ralph H. Abraham, Laura 
Gardini, and Christian Mira. Telos (Springer-Verlag), San­
ta Clara, CA, 1997. xxvi, 246 pp., illus., + CD-ROM. 
$59.95. ISBN 0-387-94300-5. 
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Press, New York, 1997. xiv, 318 pp., illus. $74.95. ISBN 
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Harris, Eds. Cambridge University Press, New York, 
1997. xii, 361 pp., illus. $49.95. ISBN 0-521-57104-9. 
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Incagnoli, Eds. Plenum, New York, 1997. x, 420 pp. $65. 
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Armen Takhtajan. Columbia University Press, New York, 
1997. x, 643 pp. $95. ISBN 0-231-10098-1. 

DNA Sequencing. From Experimental Methods to 
Bioinformatics. Luke Alphey. Bios Scientific, Oxford, and 
Springer-Verlag, New York, 1997. xiv, 206 pp., illus. 
Paper, $34.95. ISBN 0-387-91509-5. Introduction to 
Biotechniques. 

Does the Weather Really Matter? The Social Im­
plications of Climate Change. William James Burroughs. 
Cambridge University Press, New York, 1997. xii, 230 
pp., illus. $24.95. ISBN 0-521-56126-4. 

Electrical Properties of Cells. Patch Clamp for 
Biologists. Louis J. DeFelice. Plenum, New York, 1997. 
xii, 244 pp., illus. $49.50. ISBN 0-306-45345-2. 

Electronic Excitations at Metal Surfaces. Ansgar 
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Fundamentals, Instrumentation, and Applications. Rich­
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Embryos, Genes and Birth Defects. Peter Thoro-
good, Ed. Wiley, New York, 1997. x, 359 pp., illus. 
$139.95, ISBN 0-471-97196-0; paper, $69.95, ISBN 0-
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The End of Certainty. Time, Chaos, and the New Laws 
of Nature. Ilya Prigogine, in collaboration with Isabelle 
Stengers. Free Press (Simon & Schuster), New York, 1997. 
x, 228 pp., illus. $24 or C$32.50 or £20. ISBN 0-684-83705-
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The Evolution of Mating Systems in Insects and 
Arachnids. Jae C. Choe and Bernard J. Crespi, Eds. 
Cambridge University Press, New York, 1997. x, 387 pp., 
illus. $100, ISBN 0-521-58029-3; paper, $44.95, ISBN 
0-521-58976-2. 

Experiments in Cooperation. Assessing U.S.­
Russian Programs in Science & Technology. Glenn E. 
Schweitzer. Twentieth Century Fund, New York, 1997. 
xii, 177 pp. Paper, $9.95. ISBN 0-87078-405-6. Russia 
in Transition. Twentieth Century Fund/Century Founda­
tion Report. 

The Family Problem. New Internal Algebraic and 
Geometric Regularities. Gerald L. Fitzpatrick. Nova. Sci­
entific Press, Issaquah, WA, 1997. xii, 100 pp., illus. 
$24.95. ISBN 0-9655695-0-0. 

Fieldwork. A Geologist's Memoir of the Kalahari. 
Christopher Scholz. Princeton University Press, Prince­
ton, NJ, 1997. vi, 191 pp., illus. $24.95 or £19.95. ISBN 
0-691-01226-1. 

For the Record. Protecting Electronic Health Infor­
mation. Committee on Maintaining Privacy and Security 
in Health Care Applications of the National Information 
Infrastructure. National Research Council. National 
Academy Press, Washington, DC, 1997. xxii, 264 pp., 
illus. $29.95. ISBN 0-309-05697-7. 

Fourier Descriptors and Their Applications in 
Biology. Pete E. Lestrel, Ed. Cambridge University 
Press, New York, 1997. xii, 466 pp., illus. $85. ISBN 
0-521-45201-5. 
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