
Thumbs Up for Acupuncture 

Atter ilecailes o t  bein: l'irgely 
sl~ur~lecl hy the U.S. nnedical rs- 
tdhl~chment, ,lcupuncture seelns 
to he getting respecr;ihle. Lact 
year the Food ;inil Ihug .4d- 
lnlnlstratton took the "esperl- 
mental" label oft acupuncture 
needles ,IS med~cal devices. And 
l,iht ~veek the N;irion;il Insriturr 
o t  Health (NIH)  helJ its f~rct 
consensus developn~ent conter- 
ence on acupuncture. The  ex- 
pert panel concluilecl th;it acu- 
p ~ ~ n c t u r e  ic ettectlve a g ~ '  ~ 1 s t  naw 
ce,l , ~ n d  some pain, mil encour- 
dged ~iiore research on the \ L I ~ T -  

lect. The data supporting acu- 
puncture, norecl panel cliail- 
l>c~viil 1 .  Ra~n~s iy ,  l ~ ~ - e c ~ J e n t  ot 
thc Un~\.erstt\ o i  hlaryland. Bal- 
timore, "are as strong as thoie t i~r  
Inmy accepted Vi~esrern medical 
therapies." 

Al~out  1 millton peol-rlr a year 

get needled, either manuallv or 
\vlth e lectr t>-aci~~>unct l~re ,  by 
come l0,GW licen\ed U.S. acil- 
puncttlriitc. The mocr cclmlnon 
,~pplic,ltioni ,Ire tor p.lln relict 
anil drug aiidlct~on. 

T h e  panel, assembleJ 1.y 
NIH's Office otAlremative hlec11- 
cine-which ha. sponsorecl soline 
$ 2  million \vorrh o t  acupunc- 
ture research since 1993-fed- 
tured rev~e\+-s of recearch on 
pain, II,ILIS~;I, ovi~l,rrion, re\ylr,1- 
tory anil d~gecr~ve problems, p.1- 
r,llv>is, ,1n~1 aildiction. A l t h i ~ ~ g h  
finclit~g that mi>>t \tuilie\ lack 
controls or are othertvl.;e  nail- 
cqir,rre, the panel sa\v "clcar e \ . ~ -  
cience" th ,~ t  ,Icupuncrtrre can re- 
11eve namsea troun operations 

, ~ n d  chemother,tpv, ,tnJ perhaps 
lniorl~~ng sickness. It also noted 
"evlilence o t  efficacy" tor post- 
t~pu-ative dental pain, 'lncl \onie 

E chemicals incl~~iling pin-killing 
$ endorph~ns,  ca lm~ng endogen- 
2 ous ben~oilia~epines, and ~nood- 
L litting seroti)nin. "The ch;rl- 
p Ienge," s:iiJ Ramsay, "1s to inte- 9 

grate the theory ~)tChinese medi- 
cine into the conventional West- 

5 ern h~omeil~cal  research nnoLlel." 
9 That bvas m ~ ~ s i s  to the ears o i  

practitioners, who maLle up the 
Y hulk o t  the audience at the 
2 meeting. Rut \ome others nor 
8 ~ n v ~ t e d  to a d r e s s  the panel 

claim there's little mvsrerv 
, r c r ~ p u ~ i c t ~ ~ r e .  George Ulett,  a 
psvchtatr~st ci~nd neurolog~.;t at 

Pricked ear. ~ u r i c ~ l a r  points are the hf~c. ; i~ur~ Insriri~re of hlenral 
used to treat drug addiction. Health in St.  Lou~s, \ays he h a  

found that elecrr~cal st~rnl~l,lrion 
"reaion,nhle srt~ilie.;" sho\ving pain (not nccesiar~ly a.irh neeillc.) o t  
r e l ~ e t  tor other cond~tionc. "motor po111tc"-\vhere nerves 

H o ~ i -  doe> acupuncture tvorkl enter muscle-1s "a very strnple 
Edte rn  theor)- holds that ~t h a 1  techn~que" fix stirr~ng up neu- 
i ~ ~ ~ c e s  the hi)cl\.'.; energy tloiv, or rl>hor~ni>ne.. .%nil, he sayc, n o  
Qi. Western experts say it trig- ancient C:hineie p h ~ l o o p h v  15 

g e r  the l~roiil~ctlc)n of various necessar!. 

No vacuum here. Dutch "open" 
solar scope. 

Telescope on Stilts 
A revolutionary solar relesclq~e 
caught its first rays 3 1 Octol~er  at 
the Roque ile 10s Muchachix- 01.- 
servatory on LA Palma, Canar)- 

Islaniis. The 4j-cm L)utch Oren 
Telescope (DOT)  could open the 
door to bigger iol;rr opric;~l rele- 
ccopes by e l ~ n l i n a t i n ~  the neeil 
for puttinn the telescope mirror In 
a vacuum to prevent heat ti-om 
ilisrorri~ig the im,nge. 

The  $2.5 mil l~on IWT, hr~ilr 
11). Utrecht Untvers~tv anil Deltt 
Techn~ca l  Unr\.ers~tv, shoulLl 
give astronomers ,I vle\v o t  the 
.;un r ~ v a l ~ n v  that (it the f ~ n e s t  
grouucl-based optical telescopes. 
T h e  reason: ,I novel ilecign to 
ile,iI with the tremenclouc he,rt 

lorlcl t ;on~  itrlrtng at the sun, 
Lvhich cre,ltes ,rn image ilihrur- 
b'rnce like the \himmering 1111- 
rage aonletlmeh seen on a hot 
high~vav. 

T h ~ c  prol1lem is u i l ~ ~ r l l y  
avoiilril 1.p putting \ol;ir scopes 
III ,i ~ ; I C L I L I I ~  t~11.e ~vhere there's 
no alr for temperature tlucrua- 
clone. Bur. \;I\-s J,icquec Beckers, 
tllrecti>r nt the U.S. Nar~c~n,nl Sc)- 
l,rr OIlscrv,ircrriec ;it K ~ t t  Pe:ik, 
.4ri:on;i, the \I- nilo on co\-erlng 
the opentng <it a vacuunn scope 
c;ln't lie more than about a meter 

White House Pass? 
Psychiatrist Susan Blumenthal was expected to show related that the HHS inspector-general is looking 
up last week at the White House to begin her new into allegations that Blumenthal sought to take credit 
job as senior presidential adviser on health issues. for work done by independent researchers under a 
But the controversial former director of the Office on government contract (Science, 10 October, p. 227). 
Women's Health at the Department of Health and Blumenthal has called the attacks both "politically 
Human Services (HHS) didn't appear-and her ab- motivated" and the result of a "personal feud." An 
sence is prompting speculation that women's health HHS spokesperson refused to comment when asked 
advocates who opposed Blumenthal are sandbag- about the inspector-general's inquiry. 
ging her appointment. Blumenthal's place of employment, meanwhile, 

Four advocacy groups led by the National Breast is unclear. According to White House spokesperson 
Cancer Coalition-which havelong complained that Ann Lewis, Blumenthal is "on vacation for a couple 
Blumenthal has diverted money from peer-reviewed of weeks," but has a desk waiting for her in the White 
research to promote her own office's agenda-have House. At present, HHS says Blumenthal has a billet 
asked White House officials to reconsider the ap- as acting chief of staff under the surgeon general in 
pointment. The Chronicle of Higher Education also HHS's sprawling warren in Wile, Maryland. 

across, the ~ : e  otthe largest a \ ,a~l-  
able opt~cal-il~~ality ~v~ndotvs. T ~ I  
Jiccern, tor ex,imple, minute 
change\ In the sun's nnagnetlc 
tield, solar asrron(7mers need l ~ g -  
Per Instruments. 

To  get past that limir;rrion, 
chiet L)OT engineer Rol-r Harn- 
merschlag of Urrecht Univer- 
sity canle up with ilisarni~ngly 
cimple deign which hls teal11 be- 
Iteves will do a\vay n ~ t h  prohlemc 
pobeil by both 1ie;ir rurhulence 
and ground-level dtmospher~c 
turbulence. They mounted the 
DOT Inrrror, ilorneless ,mil ruhe- 
less. c>n a ripid 15-meter rower 
a11i1 left it uncovered, to be cooled 
hy tvind. 

The DOT "will break ne\v 
~ R ' L I I I ~ I "  it it ~vorks, \aye Beckers. 
s h o ~ v ~ n g  the vlabil~ry of rechnol- 
ogy "that tvill allolv uc to go ti> 
larger tacilitiec." Indeed, Haln- 
lnerschlag hopes ii ~ t h l n  a year or 
tivo to replace 13C)T'c 45-cm 
mirror tv~ th  a 7 0  or 80-cm mlr- 
ror. tvh~ch  ~vould boost the 
~nstrument's resolution by at 
least 50Y;1. Regul,rr ohservarionc 



peswme-again analogous to laws 
of the water-steam cycle. 

The findings could be used to 
help develop traffic forecasting 
and intelligent transport systems, 
Kerner says. Incorporating phase 
aansitions into traffic simula- 
tions d l  be "a real challenge," 
warns Stefan Krauss, a traffic re- 
searcher at the German Aero- 

, 

Satellite Network for 
~wuscb/~oesefe~dt,anintell&t form the flow from free to syn- fkoknowledge 
tamport systems fkm in Aachen, chronized. The change caused by Environmental scientists around 
' Q w y ,  who used data from even a brief distwbmce wuld the world acquired a new re- - induction loopschin last hours. Kerner says this is source last week with the hand- 
&ps &at count .cars and mea- analogous to the behavior of su- over of a European Space Agency 

Back in 1975, JogephT&em furt. From this, the duo demibed prompt millions of molecules m (UNEP). The network should be 
of WO State Univdty in @ thee states of traffic: "free flow," condense into water. A a c  particularly valuable to research- 
IurnbyJ s u m d  that EG&C which drivers can easily change "seedn could be a sudden rush of ers wid managers in regions where 
flm ~ c p ~ , ~ k  ; b and pass; "synchronized drivers on an entry ramp, rx a p h e  lines are unreliable. 

d EZW& d 8$ where cars are moving but tempomy slowdown by rubber- A result of the 1992 Earth 
cm't rn and jm. neckrs. The researchers h d  Summit, Meram has been de- 

h e r  and Rehborn found that once synchronized flaw is veloped over the past 3 years with 
t $ g t t  rrmges of vehicles joining a esta-, Mi volume had $33.5 &in from six countries. 

Bow caused mough dis- ' to dip to about 50% of pre- Any institution with a satellite 
gart end Hubert R & b  ,kS almost instantly to trans- transition levels for free flow to dii linked toa ground station in 

a UNEP partner county can tap 
into the network. Sixteen coun- 
tries, from Austria to Viemam, 
are already p l w d  in; 11 *re 
have e x p d  IJNEP 
says. Participants can fteely ac- 

_ cess remote-sensing images, re- 
pam, and other information in. 

d a t a h a  and engage in 
e-&l us- 
ers will also be a stable Interne 
link (Mercure's Web address is 
www.estec.esa.nl). 

Mercure i s  a "showcase" for 
how bodies like IJNW can link 
people, says Helge Onsrud of rhe 
N o w  m i n g  Au&&ry, 

women in the state of Tamil Nadu use chair of MerCureps governing 
b d .  The netw&dw&- 
rapid data transmission during 
environmental emergmcies. And 
ifhdmmiawere hooked up now, 
n o ~ M  local dicials deal- 
ingwiththehazefromfomtfires 
now choking the country collkl 
quickly download satellice images 
afdkcted areas. 
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