
ironed out," says a senior govetnmnt official 
involved in the nemtiatMns. T h e  initiative 

US.-lndia Pact to Plug Data Gap 
NEW DELH, Imfb-India and .the United tzackhg major stoms and phenomena such as 
States have agreed to share satellite weather monsoans and E3 NW. 
data in real time, ending 14 years of seamy India has been collecting satellite &e- 
md filling a data gap over teordogteal data ever since its 
Ocean that has handi first INSAT satellite was 
forecaqers and cli laun&d in 1983. But it 
searches. The bilateral pact, hasalwapsdeniedprompt 
expecEedtobesignedne~r access to raw, high- 
month, i s  part of India's realution data, saying 
attempt to play a b@p- che-iaf-tim wa6 vi- 
role in the global space taltonationalseu~rity. 
industrg a d  lepmseno a W e d i t t h e I d i a n  
victoryforthefrerhd @4%" ~ 0 1 ~  Jm Df~&f? 
scientific idonnation. OCNASAsMissianto 

The agreement will  program. 
give U.S. agencies, in par- That attitude soft- 
ticular NASA and the:& end,  however, aker 
National Oceanic and military tensions in the 
Atm~sphericA-- s l d x m e t d t h e  
tian (NOMI, o d i ~ ~  ac- mm~ber af geostation- 
cess to w e a k  and atmo- ary satellites incre;ised, 
+d--by and India began to d 
India's INSAT wries cd  ti^ d- remote-sensing data dmugh d ven- 
lites. h return, &&a wilt obtain direct eLec- dors. 'There's no longer a firm rationale to 
tronic hda toNASAYsearth and atmospM withhold it," says RIBS M e r ,  hnna operat- 
science databases, including the data col- ing head of NOAA's satellite &. "Now 
1ec:ted by NOAA's Geostatiawy Opera- they want to join the club, and this Is part of 
tional En-rat SateUte pmgram. The the price oftranbe&." 
Irndian d;na, k n c l h  irdmmxh gn short- Mian officials acknowledge that it wasn't 

pat- easy for the government to &mge ips pdi- 
aver cies and that pressure .from sckntiab played a 

the oaxm & shtxddw t~ a>ve &F role. There were sensitivities with the type 
M weathet d b  and aid bot6 cowntries in of data, but these [problems] k v e  now been 

m e  h within-& scientific mmmunity3 
which felt that there was a real need for a 
joint cooperative effort, a d  it is a win-win 
situation for both parries." 

The new agreement is formally a memo- 
randum of u n d m d i n g  (MOU) between 
the two countries for scientific eooperatim 
in earth and atmospheric sciences. As such, 
it oouM pave the w& for several more bilat- 
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eral projects. A w i t  amminee wiU review 
appliications, say Indian &cials, and its de- 
cisions will be based strictly on the quality of 
the science. Once the MOU is signed, says 
Dodge, "we may very shortly have a dozen 
projects running." 

Beyond ~1iemifIc projects, the agreement 
raaydsohelptoeasetembmbetweenthe 
two~esonb.laaderissvessudrasinte1- 
1 4 -  Sighs aMt wiays t2tmhed 
r e f u d t o s i Q p l h e N ~ ~ , b ? a r P J m - ~  
Tmtp and the Gmprehasive Test Ban 
T~ty.Erom1992t01994tElelndianSpolce 
R d  f3qanhdon (fSR-0) btmmd 
from receiving certain exports d e r  U.S. 
policies that bladdisted organimtions that 
eould put civilian technoi@ to military 
uses. But "ISRO is no longer viewed as a dnal- 
purpose ~~" gays An& strahan, 
internatid program officer fat East Asia 
of M i d m  ta Planet Eaah, and NASA has 
worked hard br the past few years to promote 
joint wmtu& wi& its Imtian counterpa&. 
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Glsxo to.Close Top-Ranked institute 
PARIS-R~S~CWC~~TS st &e pre&gious Ge- 
neva B i d 4  R d  l n s t h e  (GBRI) 
arescramblingtofindawqtokseptheirkabo- 
ratory alive. On 1 October, the institute's 
owner, the British-WGko 
W e l l c o m e , d & a t k ~ t o & t h e  
hb$Apri lnextyear .~resParrhgftsay  
they were given no prior warning. W e  knew 
that there were goingto be- says 
Timothy Wells, head of the instintte's bib- 
chemistrp. dtplcmlent. "Brq we. were not ex- 
pecting some* as d c a l  as &" 

GBRI is one of Europe95 most productive 
molecular biology reseatch centers, with a 
staff of about 140 marchebs. It has c h d  
out mate than 400 scienw publieatiom and 
landed 15 patents dumg,the past 5 years. 1 
wasveryshockednbythe~rnent ,says  
 rotei in biochemist Robin OfFord of Geneva's 

class institute. It's a disaster for.. . dte region's 
intellectual and techno1ogical standing." 
Ohx i  has been talking with G W  d- 
ers and Geneva authorities to find a way to 
save dte institute, possibly by enticingone or 
m o r e n e w ~ ~ ~ s t o m k e o v e r t h e  
7oOfhpm-meter facility. 

G h o  says the decision idlets the am- 
pangs w d l  s t r a w  of irrcdtpsratirrg, mo- 
lec&biologpinto&woElrdits 12& 
r e s e a r c h ~ a r o u n d t h e w o r M . ~ y  
spohpswN~Pacank.~dmatwhen 
G t a x o ~ G B R I f K n n ~ ~ . o f  
Cambridebe, 2vkw&usetts, in 1987, moles- 
kr biology was " w e d g e  sciencen - 
r4mthe!ly in ~ ~ y ' s n ~  @- 
c i l i t i e s . l 3 u t t o d a y , ~ s a y a U w e n o ~  
need a s t a d - h  m l e c h  biology insti- 
tute." lohn DeLamarter, GBRI's acdrtadirec- 

~niversity Medical Center, who has worked tor, & that ''w; didn't fit into'~hgco 
with GBRI scientists to develw synthetic W h e ' s f t r t u r e m m d n A n d h  
molecules active +gainst the kI% virus No& a GtRI n e d - m -  ssp &at tSre. 
(Science, 11 April, p. 276). 'This is a world- Watte always d&kd from Gko"s other 

research centers in being "more exploratory." 
As a result, says North, the closure mme as "a, 
bit of a mrpdse to people flho have been 
buried in their meawh." 

Although Glaxo plans to relocate some 
of GBRI's staff to other resew& facilities, 
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Pckareksaysb+-wdtheaenter's 
~ n p ~ i s ~ l y m b e ~ o n t h e p a y r o U .  
De lanmrrerm~s lPeh~hawaywi t lbe  
foundtokeeprhe~gaing.vIhsrearea 
large 
s a w   up^^- 
d-m-up-es. Never- 
t l d e s , ~ ~ a i s * l y  thatall 
GBRI's scientists d l  be able to stay on. 
( H f 0 r d s a p s ~ ~ h a v e b e e n t a . k -  
ing "an d p p o ~ i t i v e  and ldpfdstance" 
ia helpiag&e b s h t e  to t o e .  "I've been 
~ d & 1 i g h t e d ~ d z e  

sqs.Wdsisamhi-scientifkpark~&m 
ezdie& infmmucm and a A F s t e  . 
~ ~ : ~ o m u s t b e ~ l c J t ; B ~ ~ *  ' 

t o s q q t e i d f a r m w h  
*. 




