moving millions of people through acres of
exhibits. The electrical infrastructure of
the expositions became as interesting as
the exhibits themselves.

Indeed, Beauchamp notes that electrici-
ty became so fundamental to the technolo-
gies of display (and so seamlessly integrated
into the processes of life in general, for that
matter) that it has more or less disappeared
as a featured element of more recent expo-
sitions. “Electrical technology,” he con-
cludes, “has now become, in a real sense,
the fair itself.”

Some readers may find Beauchamp’s me-
ticulous attention to kilowatts and candle-
power a bit tedious. Others might wish for a
broader cultural analysis. Nevertheless, Ex-
hibiting Electricity offers a fascinating and
often amusing perspective on the modern
world’s love affair with the electron.

David Rhees
Bakken Library and Museum,

Minneapolis, MN 55416, USA
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Vignette: Editing

The writing and public relations skills required at a museum differ sharply from
those needed at research institutes. | was recently reminded of how different these
jobs are when Sci-Trek, Atlanta’s science and technology museum, asked me to
provide a draft text for a display on the scanning electron microscope.

Using a computerized digital light microscope, Rob Apkarian of the Yerkes
Primate Research Center of Emory University was able to detect evidence of
atherosclerosis (blockage of the vessels that can lead to heart attacks and
strokes) in the inside wall of a human blood vessel. The two dimensional image,
shown on the video screen and in the photograph at right, magnifies the surface
of the wall 1,200 times. The image shows early atherosclerosis—as indicated
by the white blood cells (dark colored pimple-like structures) stuck to the wall

The Sci-Trek writers changed my text, making it more dramatic and fun to read:

THE CRIME—TRESPASSING IN THE BLOODSTREAM. A mob of trespassers
have clogged a major artery, blocking the flow of important traffic. This dangerous
condition, called atherosclerosis, may lead to heart attack or stroke.

THE DETECTIVE: THE GAME IS AFOOT! Rob Apkarian uses a computer-
controlled light microscope to examine the scene of the crime: the inside wall of

Mary Miller, at San Francisco’s user-friendly science museum, the Exploratorium,
explained that museum science writers must always remember that people read

—Cathy Yarbrough, in A Field Guide for Science Writers: The Official Guide of the
National Association of Science Writers, Deborah Blum, Ed. (Oxford University Press)
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