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has quickly become the
statistical product of choice.”
PC Magazine, October 22, 1996

“... if you have been looking
for a rapid and painless way
to perform statistical analysis
you need look no further.
Try StatView once, and you
will never look back.”
Computer Shopper, September 1996

StatView = easy stats. Seriously.
Abacus Concepts has been developing
best-selling, easy-to-use statistical
software for the Macintosh for over ten
years. Now available for Windows,
StatView is used by over 75,000
scientists and researchers worldwide.

Don't just take our word for it;
reviewers agree, too. And StatView has
received more awards from the
Macintosh press than any other statistics
package available—a six-time Macworld
World Class award winner, 1996 World
Class finalist, MacUser Editors’ Choice
award winner and 1995 Editors’ Choice
finalist.

Try StatView yourself. We think you
will agree—StatView really does mean
seriously easy statistics.

isit our website at
http://www.abacus.com
or call 1.800.666.STAT

for more information!
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Abacus Concepts, Inc. ¢ E-mail: info@abacus.com
1918 Bonita Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
Phone: 1.510.540.1949 ¢ Fax: 1.510.540.0260

StatView runs under Windows 95, Windows 3.1, Windows NT and is
avaiiable for Macintosh and Power Macs. We have transiated and student
versions of StatView and license, academic and quantity discounts.

works to a publisher and retain the right to
profit from further uses of them. Freelancer-
written articles published in the JNCI as a
government publication went into the pub-
lic domain—in effect, the people owned the
copyright—a situation understood and ac-
cepted by freelancers who write for govern-
ment publications. The copyright for free-
lancer-written articles published in the
JNCI as OUP publications should remain
with the writer. OUP, however, has begun
to demand that freelancers sign over their
copyrights for the sole, perpetual benefit of
this privately owned British company.
Copyright law in this country derives
from Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Con-
stitution, which authorizes Congress to pro-
vide for protection of creative works in
order to encourage “authors and inventors.”
There is no mention of encouraging pub-
lishers. The JNCI’s outside contributors
should not have to give up the copyrights
granted them by U.S. law simply to accom-
modate a British publishing company.
Claire Safran
President
American Society of Journalists and Authors,
1501 Broadway, Suite 302,
New York, NY 10036, USA
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On the Antibiotic Frontier

In their article “Exploitation of mammalian
host cell functions by bacterial pathogens”
(2 May, p. 718), B. Brett Finlay and Pascale
Cossart state (p. 718), “No new class of
antibiotic has been discovered in the past
three decades, and derivatives of current
antibiotics soon encounter resistance.” Dur-
ing the past 15 years, a group of small
cationic antibiotic peptides has been shown
to be produced by several animal species,
including the cecropins of insects, the ma-
gainins of amphibian skin, and the de-
fensins of mammalian neutrophils (1). The
simple chemical structures of many of these
antibiotics enabled the use of solid-phase
peptide synthesis technology to rapidly cre-
ate thousands of structural analogs and de-
rivatives, some of which are currently in
clinical trails (2).
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We agree with Wade’s statement regarding
the antibacterial activity of small cationic

peptides and their promise as therapeutic
agents. In our article, our statement referred
to antibiotics that are currently in clinical
use—no new chemical class of antibiotic
has been introduced into clinical practice
since 1981. At present, only one cationic
peptide has passed phase II1 trials and shows
equivalence to a quinolone against a local-
ized infection, although there are several
others under consideration.

Unfortunately, there are few other new
types of antibiotics close to clinical use,
although there are many compounds that
are under development (1). These include a
small number of protein synthesis and cell
wall inhibitors. Lipid A inhibitors are in
early stages, and other drugs under develop-
ment are derivatives of existing antibiotics
(such as vancomycin). The lack of new
types of antibiotics emphasizes the need to
understand the mechanisms of bacterial
pathogenicity, which can then be applied to
developing new therapeutics.
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Environmental Economics and
Ecological Economics

The Random Samples item about a new
Ph.D. program in ecological economics at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (“Eco-
Pioneering at RPI”, 16 May, p. 1037)
could leave readers with the mistaken im-
pression that “conventionally trained
economists” shun all environmental is-
sues. Ph.D.-level courses in environmental
economics thrive at dozens of institutions
[check the listings of graduate programs
courtesy of the Association of Environ-
mental and Resource Economists (AERE)
at gopher://lUKCC.uky.edu/Otext AERE-
G!191/GRADS.TXT].

Since the field evolved from the older
disciplines of land economics and agricul-
tural economics, the natural home for these
Ph.D. programs at many institutions is a
department of agricultural and resource
economics. At an institution such as the
University of California at Los Angeles,
however, with no “ag econ” department, we






