
Contrary to what Breckenridge et al. 
state, I do not believe that the goal of 
antiretroviral therapy is the avoidance of 
viral resistance. The goal should be to 
restore or maintain the health of our Da- 
tients, or both, and the only way to do 
that in the long run is to make sure that 

u 

antiretroviral drug effect is maintained 
over time and that future therapeutic op- 
tions are being kept open. In face of the 
clear superiority of various triple therapy 
regimens over combinations of two drugs 
(9), the statement that "the relationship 
between resistance and clinical outcome 
has not yet been clearly defined" does not 
seem supported. The Delta trial results 
only lend support to the hypothesis that 
suboptimal suppression of viral replica- 
tion, as is attained with the double nucle- 
oside combinations used. will lead to de- 
velopment of resistance. What the authors 
do not mention in their discussion of the 
Delta virology results is that the ddI and 
ddC in the combination arms still exerted 
their suppressive effect after the develop- 
ment of AZT resistance, something that 
had already been established in another 
trial (10). A propos, Breckenridge et al. 
should be grateful that there is such a 
thing as a Delta virology study for them to 
cite, because initially the MRC did not see 
a great need for it. 

Although 3TC may still be of benefit in 
those with AZT-resistant virus (1 I), and 
3TC-resistant virus may be less fit than 
wild-type virus, it should be evident that it 
is even better to maintain 3TC sensitivity 
(1 2). One eye is better than no eye, but two 
eves are even better. Plus, again. 3TC resis- . -  . 
tance may compromise future options (8). 

The concerns of ~reckenridge et al. that 
my "misleading" views "may jeopardize fu- 
ture developments" seem hollow to me. Un- 
fortunately, we don't have to wait for the 
future to observe the results of the MRC's 
condoning of suboptimal therapies. 
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What Nobelists Deserve 

I am appalled by the "communist" attitudes 
expressed in all three published letters on 
the issue of Nobelists' taxes (2 May, p. 661). 
These letters give the impression that the 
Nobel prize money is more like illicit gam- 
bling proceeds, better to be confiscated for 
the benefit of the "institutions" or the "na- 
tional debt," certainly to be taxed. Having 
known a Nobel laureate personally, I can 
testify that in winning the prize, what 
counted most was his insight gained 
through thinking about an important scien- 
tific issue for a long time before everyone 
else, and a lot of hard work to bring an 
original idea to fruition, not necessarily a 
deeper dip into the common pool of re- 
search funds. Indeed, major breakthroughs 
in science often generate huge economic 
returns for humanitv that make the $1- 
million prize paltry by comparison. Giant 
contributions to science deserve every sin- 
gle cent of the Nobel Prize-that's my bot- 
tom line. The only concesssion I am willing 
to make is that, because people tend to 
receive the prize after they are well estab- 
lished, when they need the money least; if 
they donate part of their prize to charitable 
causes (and they often do), then it is to be 
appreciated, not demanded. 
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An 'Excellent Exercise" 

The article "Fermilab group tries plain En- 
glish" by James Glanz (Research News, 11 
Apr., p. 199) describes an excellent idea. It 
would be great if every major research uni- 
versity and organization produced a World 



Wide Web site w i th  : lain English versions temperate" in two places on page 967 (in the I 
of every paper pubfished b y  i t s  research firs;column, eight lines from-the bottom, and 

Dersonnel. This would be an ideal wav for in the middle column, 11 lines from the top). 

scientists to let the public know what ;hey 
are up to. The plain English versions 
would not  necessarily have to be very 
detailed. They might only need to give 
background and a summary of the findings 
and what they mean to the general pic- 
ture. Perhaps federal funding agencies 
should make such sites mandatory at major 
research institutes that receive federal 
grants. It would take some time, but it 

would also be an excellent exercise for 
graduate students or postdocs to write the 
plain English version of their papers. I f  
this process became a matter of course for 
every scientific publication, then it would 
not  appear to be such a burden. 
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Corrections and Clarifications 

In the response by D. H. Sandweiss et al. to the 
technical comment "Determining the early 
history of El Niiio" (9 May, p. 966), the phrase 
"warm-temperature" should have read, "warm- 

In the report "Dissociation of methane into 
hydrocarbons at extreme (planetary) pres- 
sure and temperature" by F. Ancilotto e t  al. 
(28 Feb., p. 1288), the word "butane" in the 
fourth line of the first column on page 1289 
should have been "propane." 

In the News & Comment article "The breast- 
screening brawl" by Gary Taubes (21 Feb., p. 
1056), the last organization listed in the 
table at the top of page 1058 should have 
been the "American Academy of Family 
Physicians," not the "American Academy of 
Family Practice." 

I Let ters t o  t he  Edi tor  I 
Letters may be submitted by e-mail 

(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
789-4669), or regular mail (Science, 
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20005, USA). Letters are not 
routinely acknowledged. Full addresses, 
signatures, and daytime phone numbers 
should be included. Letters should be 
brief (300 words or less) and may be 
edited for reasons of clarity or space. 
They may appear in print and/or on the 
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not 
consulted before publication. 
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