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To the core 

Examples are given of "ice-core data being applied to 
human history" in Greenland (right) and elsewhere. Prefer- 
ence is expressed for techniques to detect "weakly in- 
teracting massive particles," a "daunting task." "Good 
news" and "bad news" are offered about the splitting of 
Yale University's biology department along "levels of anal- 
ysis." And writers wax eloquent about flying honeybees and 
how they might "accomplish thermoregulation." 

Ice Cores and Human History Diabetes Project 

In the article "Death in Norse Greenland" by 
Heather Pringle (Research News, 14 Feb., p. 
924), paleoclimatologist Paul Mayewski is said 
to have been ma leased that the ice-core data 
are at last being applied to human history." 
He is referring to new isotope studies on the 
Greenland Ice Sheet Project Two (GISP2) 
ice core which show a cold period coinciding 
with the extinction of the Western Settle- 
ment in the middle of the 14th centurv. 
Twenty-two years ago, we drew a similar con- 
clusion based on similar data obtained from 
ice cores (I ). Even the early history of the 
epoch of the Norsemen was related to climat- 
ic chan~es. This work has been further con- - 
firmed by a compilation of other Greenland 
isotope profiles along ice cores (2). 

Other examples of ice-core data being 
applied to human history include the veri- 
fication that a giant volcanic eruption was 
responsible for unusual atmospheric phe- 
nomena at the time of Caesar's assassina- 
tion, as described by Vergil and other con- 
temporary Roman writers (3), and the pre- 
cise dating (1643 t 7 years B.C.) of the 
great eruption of Thera in ancient Greece, 
the after effects of which seriously weak- 
ened the Minoan kingdom (4). 
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In the ScienceScope section of 11 April (p. 
187), a new initiative on the genetics of 
adult-onset diabetes in West Africa is de- 
scribed. As participants in this innovative 
effort, we would like to direct attention to 
the critical role played by the Office of 
Research on Minority Health (ORMH) of 
the U.S. National Institutes of Health, led 
by John Ruffin. Without the vigorous and 
enthusiastic support of ORMH, this ambi- 
tious partnership among five centers in 
Ghana and Nigeria, ORMH, Howard Uni- 
versity, and the National Human Genome 
Research Institute could never have come 
into being. 
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Searching for WIMPS 

While the article "To catch a W I M P  by 
Andrew Watson (Research News, 21 Mar., 
p. 1736) provides a useful overview of ex- 
perimental ideas for searching for weakly 
interacting massive particles (WIMPS), it 
could give a misleading impression of the 
relative merits of different techniques, as 
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